and summer moose need about 50 to 60 pounds

of food per day. If they hang around in one place
for an extended period, they can cause crop dam-
age.

In such cases, the Game and Fish Department
may be able to direct licensed hunters to land-
owners experiencing crop damage. The Depart-
ment’s private lands program may also be able
to provide technical assistance to landowners to
help minimize crop depredation, or work with
landowners to develop wildlife food plots specifi-
cally intended for depredation purposes. To find
out more about crop damage prevention mea-
sures, contact the Game and Fish Department at

701-328-6300.

FEEDING MOOSE

When moose wander into farm yards or urban
areas during winter, it might be tempting to pro-
vide a hand-out if these animals look like they
are struggling. But feeding moose, or any wild
animal for that matter, almost always does more
harm than good. Moose fed by humans tend
to lose their healthy fear of man, and they may
hastily approach the next unsuspecting person
they see — or even attack people who don't have
food to offer.

If a moose in your neighborhood is fed, the
chances it will charge people, especially children,
increase greatly. It is often necessary for wildlife
officers to kill moose that present a heightened
public safety threat.

Therefore, by purposely feeding moose, people
can potentially contribute to the animal’s death.
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MoOOSE-VEHICLE COLLISIONS

In parts of North Dakota, moose are common enough
that collisions with vehicles sometimes occur. When
driving in moose country, especially in winter, slow
down. If a moose moves into the path of your vehicle,
stop as quickly as you safely can, but don’t swerve.
Swerving may cause you to lose control of your vehicle.

THE BoTTOM LINE

Most people in North Dakota enjoy seeing moose and
it is a good thing that their population is expanding. It’s
important to remember that they are wild animals and
should only be observed from a distance.

For more information,
visit the Moose Safety
section of the Game and

Fish website at gf.nd.gov.
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MooOsSE IN NORTH DAKOTA

Moose are native to North Dakota, but they dis-
appeared following settlement in the late 1800s and
early 1900s and did not start reappearing until the
1950s. When moose populations began rebuilding
in North Dakota, they flourished in typical moose
habitat such as forested areas with rivers, streams
and lakes in the Pembina River Gorge and Turtle
Mountains.

But even in the early days of moose returning to
North Dakota, some animals were observed taking
up residence in areas that were not traditional
moose habitat. That phenomenon has continued
to this day, with moose populations established
in agricultural river bottom landscapes all across
the northern tier of the state, from Walhalla to
Williston.

As such, moose sightings are not uncommon
anywhere in the state, and as the population

TY STOCKTON

has expanded, individual moose on occasion have
wandered into towns and cities where they warrant real
safety concerns.

BiG AND UNPREDICTABLE

Moose are the largest member of the deer family.
Adult bulls can weigh up to 1,300 pounds and stand
more than 6 feet tall at the shoulder. Even calves that

z
o
1]
)
o
<
ST
o
4
w
4
>
<
< ]
1>
n
i LU
=
=
15
Q
(8]
Q
o
T
o

are a few months old weigh several hundred pounds
and are a safety risk if they are threatened or provoked.

'The key to coexisting with moose is to avoid con-
frontations by giving moose plenty of space. Never
approach a moose. They may look docile, but they are
wild animals and may act unpredictably. Always stay at
least 100 yards away from any moose.

While moose are generally perceived as less danger-
ous than some other large wild animals like bears and
bison, across the country many people are injured each
year by moose. Moose will normally flee when they feel
threatened, but under certain circumstances, they can
become aggressive.

When a moose feels threatened, the long hairs on its
hump may raise, and it may lay its ears back (much like
a dog or a horse). It may also lick its lips, but if you can
see this, you are much too close to the moose. A moose
that walks slowly toward you is giving you a warning to
get away.

If a moose comes toward you or charges, run or walk
quickly and get behind something solid, like a tree or a
car, or retreat to a safe place, like a building or a vehicle.

v
If you see a moose in an
urban setting, do not approach
it, give it time and space
to move on its own.
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In a rural setting such as a farm yard, give the moose
space and time to wander away on its own, and call
local authorities if you feel it is a danger.

MoosE AND CROPS

Moose are mostly browsers and do not typically
eat hay or other foods meant for cattle. But they are
adaptable and at times will eat standing crops such as
sunflowers or corn. While they are usually alone or in
small groups such as a cow and calves, in the spring



