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= MATTERS OF OPINION

.

Terry Steinwand
Director

With about week remaining in March, ice
anglers are getting in their last licks on lakes
across the state, and according to reports, the
fishing is pretty darn good.

Even so, the carrot at the end of the stick
is the open water fishing season in North
Dakota. The March-April issue of Norzh
Dakota OUTDOORS is a marker of sorts
that the fishing season is upon us.

In this issue, you'll find, among other
things, an enhanced fishing waters review,
provided by Department fisheries supervi-
sors, for most managed fisheries in the state.
These short looks into waters found state-
wide are not all-inclusive, but they do help
frame an angler’s expectations before he or
she ever leaves the house.

Because there are more than double
the number of managed fisheries in North
Dakota today (about 420) than, say, 20 years
ago, fisheries biologists don’t have the inside
information on every fishery. There are just
too many for Game and Fish Department
staff to investigate every year. Yet, when you
think about it, that is something we can
live with because it solidifies the fact that
there are many, many places today in North
Dakota to fish.

Keep in mind, if there are any changes,
insights, into any of the 400-plus managed
waters, timely updates can be found on the
Game and Fish Department’s website at
gf.nd.gov.

Speaking of the website, anglers can also
get up-to-date information on new fishing
regulations and review the 2014-16 North
Dakota Fishing Guide, which is also avail-
able at Game and Fish Department offices

and license vendors throughout the state.

'The Department’s website is a valuable
tool, no matter if it’s the hunting or fishing
season. The site features contour maps for
many of the state’s fishing waters, fishing
ramp access sites on the Missouri River and
Devils Lake, the list goes on.

'This is great time of year as we put winter
behind us and ease into the fishing season.

I 'know that I'm not the only person who
thinks this way because fishing is a big deal
in North Dakota, as about 30 percent of its
citizens wet a line annually. And that per-
centage continues to climb.

After years of rising water and aggressive
fish management in a record number of lakes,
more than 218,000 fishing licenses were sold
in 2012-13 in North Dakota, which was 20
percent higher than the previous record set in
1982. Department statistics also revealed that
a total of 159,000 resident fishing licenses
were sold during that time, which also broke
the record set three decades ago.

While Lake Sakakawea, Devils Lake and
Lake Oahe/Missouri River receive the bulk
of the fishing pressure most every year, there
are a lot of waters spread throughout North
Dakota that offer wonderful fishing oppor-
tunities. Nowadays, with so many managed
fishing lakes in the state, a person doesn’t
have to travel far to fish.

With so many lakes at our fishing disposal
today, I encourage you to take a kid, neigh-
bor, family member or friend fishing on one
of these nearby lakes. Introduce someone,
anyone to one of North Dakota’s great out-
door experiences.

ﬁ,.mL] St an f



DEPARTMENT DIRECTORY
Governor Jack Dalrymple

ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION
Game and Fish Director: Terry Steinwand
Deputy Director: Vacant
Chief, Administrative Services: Kim Kary
Business Manager: Corey Wentland
Administrative Assistant: Geralyn M. Evans
Administrative Officer/Building Maint. Supvr.: George Lee
Building Maint. Tech: Dustin Repnow
Chief Accountant: Angie Krueger
Accountants: Kelly Wike, Melissa Long, Ashley Baker
IT Section Supervisor/GIS Specialist: Brian Hosek
IT Coordinators: Sally Sorensen, Alan Reile
ProgmmmerAnalyst Tiffany Quast
: Randy Mei
Assnstants Gml Mosset, Katherine Mernitz, Amanda Anstrom, Brooke Zimmerman
— Dicki : Janel Kolar, Stephanie Richardson
Admnmstratwe Asslstant Devnls Lake: Lisa Tofte
e A Tonya Kukowski

Admini ive Assi — Rt Clare Renner

CONSERVATION AND COMMUNICATIONS DIVISION
Division Chief: Greg Link, Bismarck
Administrative and Water Safety Coordi : Nancy Boldt, Bi k
Communications Supervisor: Craig Bihrle, Bismarck
Editor, North Dakota OUTDOORS: Ron Wilson, Bismarck
Website Editor: Lara Anderson, Bismarck
News Editor: Greg Freeman, Bismarck
Video News Director: Tom Jensen, Bismarck
Vldeographer Mnke Anderson, Bxsmarck

list: Dawn Jochim, B
GraplucAmst Constance Schiff, Bismarck
Outreach Supervisor: Chris D. Grondahl, Bismarck
Outreach Biologists: Doug Leier, West Fargo; Greg Gullickson, Minot; Marty
Egeland, Grand Forks; Pat Lothspeich, Bismarck
Eds ion Coordi Jeff Long, Bi )
Hunter Ed ion Coordi; John Mazur, Bi X
Conservation Supervisor: Steve Dyke, Bismarck
Resource Biologists: Alexis Duxbury, John Sch ‘her, Bruce Kreft, Bi k
Conservation Biologists: Sandra Johnson, Patrick Isakson, Bismarck

ENFORCEMENT DIVISION

Division Chief: Robert Timian, Bismarck

Investigations Supvr: Corey Erck, Bismarck

Investigator: Scott Winkelman, Bismarck

Region No. 1 Warden Supvr: Mark Pollert, Jamestown
District Wardens: Jackie Lundstrom, Bismarck; Jerad Bluem, Steele; Michael
Sedlacek, Fargo; Tim Phalen, Wyndmere; Andrew Dahlgren, Edgeley; Erik Schmidt,
Linton; Greg Hastings, Jamestown

Region No. 2 Warden Supvr: Paul Freeman, Devils Lake
District Wardens: Jonathan Tofteland, Bottineau; Randy Knain, Rugby; Kurt Auf-
forth, Cando; Jim Job, Devils Lake; James Myhre, Sheyenne; Blake Riewer, Grand
Forks; Levi Bischof, Walhalla

Region No. 3 Warden Supvr: Doug Olson, Riverdale
District Wardens: Jim Burud, Kenmare; Al Howard, Minot; Tim Larson, Turtle
Lake; Ken Skuza, Riverdale; Michael Raasakka, Stanley; Brian Updike, Williston;
Keenan Snyder, Watford City

Region No. 4 Warden Supvr: Dan Hoenke, Dickinson
District Wardens: Ryan Tunge, Hazen; Bill Schaller, Killdeer; Art Cox, Bowman;
Courtney Sprenger, Elgin; Jeff Violett, Mandan; Zane Manhart, Beach; Merrill
Binnall, Glen Ullin

Administrative Assistant: Lori Kensington, Bismarck

WILDLIFE DIVISION

Division Chief: Randy Kreil, Bismarck

Assistant Division Chief: Jeb Williams, Bismarck

Game Mgt. Section Leader: Michael A. Johnson, Bismarck
Procurement Officer: Ray Parsons, Bismarck

Pilot: Jeff Faught, Bismarck

Upland Game Mgt. Supvr: Stan Kohn, Bismarck

Upland Game Mgt. Biologist: Aaron Robinson, Dickinson
Migratory Game Bird Biologist: Mike Szymanski, Bismarck
Big Game Mgt. Supvr: Bruce Stillings, Dickinson

Big Game Mgt. Biologists: Bill Jensen, Bismarck; Brett Wiedmann, Dickinson,
Jason Smith, Jamestown

Survey Coordi: Jerry Gulke, Bi X
Wildlife Vetermanan Dr. Damel Grove, Blsman_k
Furbearer Biologi hanie Tucker, B

Game ManagementTechmuan Rodney Gross, Devils Lake

Wildlife Resource Management Section Leader: Scott Peterson, Lonetree
Wildlife Resource Mgt. Supvrs: Bill Haase, Bismarck; Brian Prince, Devils Lake; Kent
Luttschwager, Williston; Brian Kietzman, Jamestown; Dan Halstead, Riverdale
Wildlife Resource Mgt. Biologists: Arvid Anderson, Riverdale; Randy Littlefield,
Lonetree; Rodd Compson, Jamestown; Judd Jasmer, Dickinson

Wildlife Techs: Tom Crutchfield, Jim Houston, Bismarck; Dan Morman, Robert
Miller, Riverdale; Ernest Dawson, Jamestown; Morgan Johnson, Seth Gaugler,
Lonetree; Alan Roller, Williston; Scott Olson, Devils Lake

Private Land Section Leader: Kevin Kading, Blsma:ck

Asst. Private Land Coordi Doug Howie, B

Private Land Field Operation Coordinator: Casey Anderson, Bismarck

Private Land Biologists: Jon Roaldson, Colin Penner, Levi Jacobson, Bismarck; Ty
Dressler, Dickinson; Ryan Huber, Riverdale; Nathan Harling, Devils Lake; Renae
Heinle, Jamestown; Terry Oswald, Jr., Lonetree; Todd Buckley, Williston
Administrative Assistant: Dale Repnow, Bismarck

Lonetree Administrative Assistant: Diana Raugust, Harvey

FISHERIES DIVISION

Division Chief: Greg Power, Bismarck

Fisheries Mgt. Section Leader: Scott Gangl, Bismarck

Fisheries Supvrs: Fred Ryckman, Riverdale; Jeff Hendrickson, Dickinson; Jason Lee,
Riverdale; Paul Bailey, Bismarck; Randy Hiltner, Devils Lake; Gene Van Eeckhout,
Jamestown; Dave Fryda, Riverdale

Fisheries Biologists: Brandon Kratz, Jamestown; Russ Kinzler, Riverdale; Todd
Caspers, Devils Lake; Aaron Slominski, Williston

Fisheries Techs: Phil Miller, Devils Lake; Pat John, Jamestown; Justen Barstad,
Bismarck; Brian Frohlich, Riverdale; Jeff Merchant, Dickinson
Production/Development Section Supvr: Jerry Weigel, Bismarck

Aquatic Habitat Supvr: Scott Elstad, Bismarck

Fisheries Development Supvr: Bob Frohlich, Bismarck

Fisheries Dev. Proj. ng Wesley Erdle, Bismarck

Fisheries Develop ician: Kyle Hoge, Bi k

Administrative Asslstant.]amce Vetter, Bismarck

ADVISORY BOARD

District 1 Jason Leiseth, Arnegard
District 2 Robert Gjellstad, Voltaire
District 3 Thomas Rost, Devils Lake
District 4 Ronald Houdek, Tolna
District 5 Duane Hanson, West Fargo
District 6 Joel Christoferson, Litchville
District 7 Vacant
District 8 Dwight Hecker, Fairfield

NORTH DAKOT

OUTDOOFS

FLTLISHED BY THE NORTH DAKOTA GAME AND FISH DEFARTMENT

The mission of the North Dakota Game and Fish Department is to protect, conserve and enhance fish and
wildlife populations and their habitats for sustained public consumptive and nonconsumptive use.

Editor: Ron Wilson Graphic Designer: Constance Schiff  Circulation Manager: Dawn Jochim

MARCH-APRIL 2014 « NUMBER 8 « VOLUME LXXVI

TABLE OF CONTENTS
FEATURES
Fishing Opportunities Continue t0 GIOW..........c.ccueueiueiireinimimeeeneniseeeeeseeessnenesens 2
North Dakota Fishing Waters Report 2014........c.coviueirininininiinieiniesieseeeneeseeseeseenens 6
Fish Stocking Report 2013... 26
Missouri River System Boating Access .... . . .30

Devils Lake Basin Boating ACCess.........vueurueriicrniueeeeiireeieiireneseieeseseseesesisenssecnsesenes 33

DEPARTMENTS
Buffaloberry Patchi.........ccoiiiiiiiiiic s 35
Back Cast.

(_)"[__l.rll I-II- l(ll \\J'I I‘I.Isq

Front Cover

Fishing at sundown on the Missouri River. Photo by
Sandra Johnson, Bismarck.

Official Publication of the North Dakota Game and Fish Department (ISSN 0029-2761)
100 N. Bismarck Expressway, Bismarck, ND 58501-5095

Website: gf.nd.gov * email: ndgf@nd.gov

Information (701) 328-6300 * Administration (701) 328-6305

Hunter Education (701) 328-6615 * Licensing (701) 328-6335

24-Hour Licensing by Phone: (800) 406-6409

The TTY/TTD (Relay ND) number for the hearing or speech impaired is (800) 366-6888

North Dakota OUTDOORS is published 10 times a year, monthly except for the months of April
and September. Subscription rates are $10 for one year or $20 for three years. Group rates of $7 a
year are available to organizations presenting 25 or more subscriptions. Remittance should be by
check or money order payable to the North Dakota Game and Fish Department. Indicate if sub-
scription is new or renewal. The numbers on the upper right corner of the mailing label indicate the
date of the last issue a subscriber will receive unless the subscription is renewed.

Permission to reprint materials appearing in North Dakota OUTDOORS must be obtained from
the author, artist or photographer. We encourage contributions; contact the editor for writer and
photography guidelines prior to submission.

The NDGFD receives federal financial assistance from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. In
accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of
1973, Title IT of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975,
and Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, the NDGFD joins the U.S. Department of
the Interior and its bureaus in prohibiting discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin,
age, disability, sex (in education programs or activities) and also religion for the NDGFD. If you
believe you have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility as described above,
or you desire further information, please write to: N. D. Game and Fish Department, Attn: Chief
Administrative Services, 100 N. Bismarck Expressway, Bismarck, ND 58501-5095 or to: U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, Attn: Civil Rights Coordinator, 4401 N. Fairfax Drive, Mail Stop: MBSP-
4020, Arlington, Virginia 22203.

Periodical Postage Paid at POSTMASTER: Send address changes to:
Bismarck, ND 58501 North Dakota OUTDOORS
and additional entry offices. 100 North Bismarck Expressway
Printed in the United States Bismarck, ND 58501-5095

Report All Poachers (RAP) 800-472-2121
In cooperation with North Dakota Wildlife Federation and North Dakota State Radio.



CONTINUE TO GROW

By Greg Power

While the Missouri River System and Devils
Lake receive the bulk of the annual fishing
pressure in North Dakota, more and more

managed waters are found on the landscape

today, making it easier for many anglers to find
a place to wet a line closer to home.

ASHLEY SALWEY
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hile reviewing back issues of North Dakota
WOUTDOORS,I discovered Game and Fish
Department staff used a number of superla-
tives to describe bygone fishing opportunities in the
state.

Twenty-five-plus years ago, while in the midst of a
severe drought, Dale Henegar, the Department’s com-
missioner at the time, said “Our fisheries management
program has created numerous opportunities that didn't
exist 50 years ago.”

In 1988 when Henegar made this statement, North
Dakota only had 168 fishing lakes, yet there was a feeling
of sufficient supply at the time.

Just last year, the number o
fishing lakes increased to 400
and we may be in the range of

420 1n 2014.

In 1997, then fisheries chief Terry Steinwand noted
that the number of fishing lakes had grown to 275, and
that fishing expectations were exceeded everywhere. And
just four years ago, with the number of fishable waters
jumping to 325, I stated that the good old days of fishing
Wwas NOw.

Obviously, when these statements were made, the
general sense was that fishing opportunities in North
Dakota couldn’t get much better.

But they have.

The pendulum continues to move in only one direc-
tion. Just last year, the number of fishing lakes increased
to 400 and we may be in the range of 420 in 2014.

Not including the Missouri River System, today we
have 348,000 acres of fishable water in North Dakota,
compared to just 99,000 acres in 1989. If you're counting,

The Game

and Fish
Department
today manages
40 new walleye
lakes, totaling
51,000 acres.
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250 more fishing lakes and 250,000 more acres of fishing
waters today than 25 years ago.

A refresher in how we got here goes as follows: Due
to unprecedented wet conditions beginning in 1993, new
fishing lakes (primarily filling old glacial lake basins in
central and eastern North Dakota) were created via rain-
fall and snowmelt, filling sloughs and meadows. By the
mid- to late 1990s, Department biologists termed these

Young-of-the-year yellow perch netted from a
Logan County lake and later released by Game and
Fish Department biologists. The perch were netted
during fall reproduction survey work, which occurs
on dozens of North Dakota waters across the state.

RON WILSON
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GREG GULLICKSON

new, deeper, highly productive wetlands as “oppor-
tunistic lakes,” given that they were expected to be
around only a short time. However, these opportunis-
tic waters did not dry up, and many instead contin-
ued to grow in size, not for just a few years, but for a
couple of decades.

With all these new water bodies provided by
Mother Nature, the Department was quick to
develop public fishing opportunities. Depending on
size (both lake and watershed) and depth, yellow
perch and/or northern pike were initially introduced
into these new glacial lakes. Given the fact that these
new introductions had lots of forage of all sorts and
sizes, both perch and pike grew quickly to harvest-
able sizes. Anglers followed soon thereafter, flocking

to these aquatic gems on the prairie to enjoy their
production.

As many of these newer lakes continued to grow
in both size and depth, fisheries biologists adjusted
management objectives and introduced walleye into
a number of the waters. This, too, met with great suc-
cess as both survival and growth of these fish in new
environments was generally very good. Currently, the
Department manages approximately 40 new walleye
lakes, totaling 51,000 acres.

Dry Lake in McIntosh County is the poster child
of this new, glacial-lake occurrence. Prior to 1993,
Dry Lake was just that, dry, and was known locally
as a good deer hunting lowland area, with lots of
cattails.

Then rain and snow came, transforming the wet-
land into a 1,000-plus acre lake. By 1997 Dry Lake
was producing generous numbers of 12-inch perch
for anglers. Pike followed, and by the late 1990s,
large northerns were common.

During the early 2000s, Dry Lake continued to
grow, reaching nearly 3,800 acres. With more and
deeper water, walleye were stocked and began bend-
ing fishing rods by 2003.

Instead of Dry Lake going away over time, it has
actually increased slightly in size and is now 23 feet
deep. Dry Lake anglers continue to harvest good

Game and Fish
Department
statistics show that
30 percent of the
state’s residents
fish, and walleye
(top) continue to
be the favorite fish
among anglers.
Ewven so, anglers
are encouraged to
branch out and
take advantage of
the good fishing
for northern pike
(right) and other

species.
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numbers of walleye, perch and
pike, making it a destination for
many to wet a line.

There are dozens of simi-

For those born in the 1980s
or later, fishing has been
nothing short of fantastic.

walleye are first and foremost on
the minds of most North Dakotans,
we encourage anglers to branch

out. North Dakota has never had so

lar Dry Lake stories scattered
across the state, lakes that didn’t
exist 20 years ago, but today
are collectively providing thousands of recreational
fishing days annually. Over time it has become quite
obvious that many of these new waters are no longer
« . . ”» . .

opportunistic,” as they will remain on our landscape

for many years, even when drought conditions return.

Providing a promising annual fishing outlook in
North Dakota the past many years has not been dif-
ficult and is likely far easier than it was decades ago.
Those who fish Lake Sakakawea should have another
productive year. Of particular interest for some is a
record population of channel catfish and the increas-
ing number of trophy-sized northern pike. Walleye,
sauger and smallmouth populations all remain strong
and should provide plenty of action for anglers.

Downstream on the Missouri River and Lake
Oabhe, there may be a small rebound for walleye
anglers compared to 2013. However, the rainbow
smelt population is still recovering from the flood of
2011, thus the growth and survival of predator fish
has not been good. Nonetheless, don't overlook the
big pike that also inhabit Oahe’s waters.

Devils Lake anglers will have another good year
for pike, walleye and even perch. 2013 was a stellar
year and based on population surveys by fisheries
biologists, 2014 should offer more of the same.

With 400-plus lakes peppering North Dakota’s
landscape, last year we continued to witness a real
uptick in fishing participation on these waters, as
many offer quality fishing opportunities. Although

many phenomenal pike populations,
and our smallmouth and large-
mouth bass lakes are often over-
looked. Trout, perch, bluegill, crappie and catfish are
also out there, offering something for everyone.

While we understand the dramatic changes of the
last quarter-century have produced tremendous fish-
ing opportunities today, I often wonder what public
fishing expectations will be 25 years down the road.

For those born in the 1980s or later, fishing has
been nothing short of fantastic. Teenagers and young
adults have experienced the best of the good old days
and have not encountered the decades of little. This is
analogous to many of our younger hunters who have
also reaped 20-plus years of the bounty produced by
the Conservation Reserve Program.

What will happen when the day comes when
many of our lakes begin to dry up and fishing habitat
is lost? Will residents continue to fish under lesser
conditions, or simply move on to other recreational
activities?

Despite these longer term concerns, the immedi-
ate prospects for fishing are bright. Fishing in North
Dakota will continue its extreme popularity, where
nearly 30 percent of our residents fish. Take advan-
tage of the extended “boom” in fishing — hook up
with a family member or friend and get out and wet
a line.

GREG POWER is the Game and Fish Department’s
fisheries chief.

In fall, Game and Fish
Department fisheries
biologists conduct fall
reproduction surveys on
all large and mid-sized
reservoirs in the state,
and many of the smaller
waters as well, to better
understand natural
reproduction and
stocking success.
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Pulling together the pieces for the 2014
fishing waters report started sometime
in February when anglers were drilling
through more than 2 feet of ice to wet a
line. Getting an early jump in the editorial
process is necessary, in part, because the
list of fisheries in North Dakota continues
to grow.

A quarter-century ago, North Dakota
had just 168 managed fishing lakes. Today,
not counting the Missouri River System
and a handful of rivers across the state, the
total of managed waters is in the neigh-
borhood of 420.

While lakes Sakakawea, Oahe, the Mis-
souri River and Devils Lake reccive the
bulk of the fishing pressure in the state,
the odds of locating a managed fishery
closer to home are likely getting better for
many anglers.

What follows are driving directions and
infrastructure information on the state’s
managed waters, plus fish population
remarks for the majority of the fisheries.
The number in parenthesis that follows
each fishery is simply a code used by
biologists to help identify those waters.
The codes are also found on the maps to
help readers locate the waters in which
they are interested.

'The fishery outlooks provided by
Department district fisheries supervi-
sors are not all-inclusive fishing reports,
but rather peeks into the fisheries to help
frame angler expectations. With a record
number of lakes scattered across North
Dakota, fisheries biologists have yet to
conduct thorough population assessments
on many of the waters.

Any changes and updates on man-
aged lakes appear on the Game and Fish
Department’s website at gf.nd.gov.

Most state public fishing waters have
boat ramps. Lakes or rivers where no ramp
exists are listed as “no ramp.” Check signs
at each area for further restrictions.

NORTHWEST FISHERIES DISTRICT

Fred Ryckman, district fisheries supervisor,
Riverdale

BURKE COUNTY
Northgate Dam (097) — 6 miles north, 1

mile west, 2 miles north, .5 miles west of

Bowbells. Good populations of walleye,
rainbow trout and bluegill. Also fair num-
bers of black crappie and some largemouth
bass. (Fishing pier).

Powers Lake (093) — Southeast side of
Powers Lake. Good numbers of northern
pike and a few yellow perch. (Fishing
pier).

Short Creek Dam (094) — 5.5 miles north
of Columbus. Fair populations of northern
pike, walleye, yellow perch and bluegill.
(Fishing pier).

Smishek Lake (095) — 4 miles northwest
of Powers Lake. Good numbers of yellow
perch and bluegill. Also fair numbers of
walleye and northern pike, with a few big
fish of both species. (Fishing pier).

DIVIDE COUNTY

Baukol-Noonan Dam (475) - 2 miles
east, .5 miles south of Noonan. Primarily
rainbow trout, along with some walleye,
brown trout and largemouth bass. Mostly
small yellow perch and bluegill also pres-
ent. (Fishing pier).

Baukol-Noonan East Mine Pond (508) -
2 miles east, .5 miles south of Noonan.
Primarily rainbow trout, with fewer large-
mouth bass. Also good numbers of mostly
small yellow perch and bluegill. Black

bullheads abundant.

Skjermo Lake (126) — 3 miles west, 4
miles northwest of Fortuna. Strong popu-
lation of northern pike and some small
yellow perch. (Fishing pier).

MCKENZIE COUNTY

Arnegard Dam (216) — .5 miles west, 3
miles north, 1.5 miles southwest of Arne-
gard. Primarily northern pike, with some
larger pike present. Also holds some adult
yellow perch, and an abundance of black
bullheads. (Fishing pier).

Leland Dam (469) — 11 miles south,

8 miles west, 8 miles south, 2 miles
southeast, 1.5 miles east, 1 mile north of
Alexander. Good populations of bluegill
and largemouth bass. Lack of public use
facilities and poor access at times limit use.
Sather Dam (217) — 11 miles south, 8
miles west of Alexander. Good numbers
of small bluegill and some smaller large-
mouth bass. (Fishing pier).

Watford City Park Pond (640) - South-
east side of Watford City. Fair numbers of
rainbow trout and channel catfish. (Fish-
ing pier, no ramp).
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MOUNTRAIL COUNTY

Clearwater Lake (248) — 10 miles north-
east of Stanley. A developing northern
pike fishery.

Stanley Pond (245) — Northeast side of
Stanley. Fair populations of rainbow trout
and channel catfish. (Fishing pier).
Stanley Reservoir (251) - 1 mile south of
Stanley. Winterkill in 2012-13. Northern
pike stocked in 2013, but it will take a year
for fish to grow to provide a sport fishery.
White Earth Dam (249) — 6 miles north,
8.5 miles east, 2 miles south of Tioga.
Consists primarily of northern pike, but
also fair numbers of walleye, bluegill, yel-
low perch and black crappie.

RENVILLE COUNTY

Lake Darling (285) - 16 miles north, 13
miles west of Minot. Strong populations
of northern pike, walleye and yellow perch.
(Fishing pier).

Little Muddy River (393) - East edge

of Williston. Highly dependent on high
water levels and fish movement from
upper Missouri River. Fair populations of
northern pike and channel catfish, with

McGregor Dam (378) — 1 mile south of
McGregor. Good numbers of walleye,
yellow perch and rainbow trout. (Fishing
pier).

McLeod (Ray) Reservoir (377) — South-
west side of Ray. Strong population of

perch and some bluegill. (Fishing pier).
Tioga Dam (379) — North side of Tioga.
Fair number of northern pike, with fewer
yellow perch and bluegill. (Fishing pier).
Trenton Lake (018) — South side of Tren-
ton. Good numbers of northern pike and
crappie. Many other species also present.
(Fishing pier).

West Spring Lake Pond (033) — North
edge of Williston. Fair number of rain-

bow trout. Black bullheads abundant. (No

WILLIAMS COUNTY
Blacktail Dam (373) — 5 miles north, 5

miles west, 1 mile north of the junction of ramp).

U.S. highways 2 and 85. Good numbers of

northern pike, yellow perch and bluegill,

and fair numbers of walleye. (Fishing pier). “v

Cottonwood Lake (381) - 1 mile east, .5
miles north of Alamo. Good numbers of
northern pike and good numbers and sizes
of yellow perch. (Fishing pier).

East Spring Lake Pond (380) — North
side of Williston. Fishing opportunities
almost totally reliant on annual stock-

ing due to frequent winterkills, the most
recent of which was in 2012-13. The pond
was stocked with adult northern pike in
spring 2013. (Fishing pier, no ramp).
Epping-Springbrook Dam (374) - 1.5
miles east of Springbrook. Fair populations
of northern pike, walleye and yellow perch.
Black bullheads abundant. (Fishing pier).
Kettle Lake (099) — 3 miles east, 2.5 miles
north of Zahl. Primarily rainbow trout
and yellow perch, but some brown trout,
northern pike and largemouth bass. Perch
population abundant and stunted, but has
been greatly reduced by predation and tar-
geted netting and removal. (Fishing pier).
Kota-Ray Dam (376) - 5 miles south, .5
miles east, 2 miles south of Ray. Holds
strong populations of bluegill, yellow perch
and largemouth bass, with some small-
mouth bass, rainbow trout and a few large

L | )
SOUTHWEST FISHERIES DISTRICT
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many other species present. (Fishing pier).

smaller walleye, and fair numbers of yellow
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RIVERS AND LAKES

Upper Missouri River (014) - Missouri
River from Williston to Montana state
line. Primarily a spring and fall fishery for
sauger and walleye, but increasing angling
effort targeting abundant channel catfish
and northern pike populations. Many
other species present.

Yellowstone River (019) — Near towns of
Buford, Cartwright and Fairview. Pri-
marily a spring and fall fishery for sauger
and walleye, but increasing angling effort
targeting abundant channel catfish and
northern pike populations. Many other
species present. (Fishing pier).

SOUTHWEST FISHERIES DISTRICT

Jeff Hendrickson, district fisheries supervisor,
Dickinson

ADAMS COUNTY

Bolke Dam (065) — 5 miles east, .5 miles
north, .5 miles west, .5 miles north of
Lemmon, South Dakota. Rainbow trout
stocked annually. (No ramp).

131
Dunn
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705 243
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Stark Morton
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walleye. (Fishing pier).
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According to biologists’ reports,
Bowman-Haley Dam is
dominated by walleye, with some

Sish up to 6 pounds.

Mirror Lake (040) — South side of Het-
tinger. Northern pike up to 5 pounds, and
an abundance of bullheads. Some perch
up to a half pound. Catfish up to 5 pounds
stocked most years. (Fishing pier).

North Lemmon (042) — 5 miles north of
Lemmon, South Dakota. Rainbow trout
stocked annually. Brown trout up to 5
pounds present. Small bluegill and yellow
perch are abundant. Largemouth bass up
to 2 pounds are common, with some up to
4 pounds. Walleye up to 10 pounds pres-
ent. (Fishing pier).

BOWMAN COUNTY

Bowman-Haley Dam (085) — 11 miles
south, 8 miles east, 2 miles south of Bow-
man. Dominated by walleye, some up to
6 pounds, northern pike up to 10 pounds
and smallmouth bass up to 3 pounds.
Some yellow perch up to 2 pounds and
small white bass. Many large carp, good
for bowfishing. (Fishing pier).

Gascoyne Lake (086) — 1.5 miles north-
west of Gascoyne. Northern pike stocked
annually and pike up to 4 pounds present.
Small carp, bullhead and green sunfish
abundant at times.

Kalina Dam (087) - 2 miles west, 1 mile
south, 1 mile west, 1 mile south of Bow-
man. Abundant northern pike up to 10
pounds, yellow perch and bluegill are

mostly small, but some large fish caught
on occasion. Make sure to access lake from
south shore. (No ramp).

Lutz Dam (519) - 2.5 miles south, 2 miles
west of Griffin. Rainbow trout stocked
annually. Winterkilled recently. Abundant
bluegill up to a half pound, and small
crappie. Small adult largemouth bass
stocked in 2012. (No ramp).

Spring Lake (088) — 1 mile south, 4 miles
west of Rhame. Recent winterkills have
significantly reduced pike population. Yel-
low perch up to 1 pound abundant.

DUNN COUNTY

Dvorak Dam (132) - 3.5 miles south, 5
miles east, .5 miles north of Manning. Yel-
low perch stocked in 2009. (No ramp).
Lake Ilo (131) — 1 mile west, 1 mile south
of Dunn Center. Abundant northern pike
up to 10 pounds, some perch up to a half
pound. (Fishing pier).

GOLDEN VALLEY COUNTY

Beach City Pond (657) — Southwest side
of Beach. Rainbow trout stocked annually.
(Fishing pier, no ramp).

Camels Hump Lake (150) — Northeast
of Sentinel Butte I-94 Exit 18. Rainbow
trout stocked annually, with some up to

4 pounds. Abundant largemouth bass are
mostly small, some up to 2 pounds. Some

ASHLEY SALWEY

bluegill up to 1 pound. Some brown trout
and smallmouth bass present.

Odland Dam (151) — 7 miles north of
Beach. Winterkills often. Perch up to 1
pound and smaller bluegill present. (Fish-
ing pier).

Williams Creek Dam (152) — 7 miles
south, 5 miles east, 2 miles south of
Golva. Recently renovated. Green sunfish
abundant, some small bluegill present. (No
ramp).

GRANT COUNTY

Heart Butte Reservoir (Lake Tschida)
(160) — 15 miles south of Glen Ullin.
Dominated by small walleye, but some

up to 10 pounds, 2- to 5-pound northern
pike, white bass up to 2 pounds, catfish
up to 10 pounds and smallmouth bass up
to 2 pounds. Some perch up to 1 pound,
crappie up to 2 pounds and small bluegill.
Many large buffalo present. (Fishing pier).
Raleigh Reservoir (163) — 3.5 miles west,
.25 miles south of Raleigh. Rainbow trout
stocked annually. Abundant small north-
ern pike, with some up to 18 pounds and
bluegill up to 1% pounds. Some large-
mouth bass up to 5 pounds, perch up to

a half pound and small crappie. (Fishing
pier).

Sheep Creek Dam (164) — 4 miles

south, .5 miles west of Elgin. Rainbow

March-April 2014
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FISHING WATERS REPORT

The walleye is the fish of choice for 80-plus
percent of North Dakota anglers.

trout stocked annually, with some up to

3 pounds. Abundant largemouth bass,
with some up to 5 pounds, bluegill up to

1 pound and crappie up to a half pound.
Some walleye up to 2 pounds, brown trout
up to 2 pounds and smallmouth bass up to

1 pound. (Fishing pier).

HETTINGER COUNTY

Blickensderfer Dam (176) — 4 miles
south, 1 mile east, .5 miles south of Mott.
Abundant small bluegill, with some up to
1 pound. Some walleye up to 3 pounds,
northern pike up to 8 pounds and some
small perch. (No ramp).

Castle Rock Dam (174) — 2 miles west,
1.5 miles south, 1.5 miles west of Mott.
Rainbow trout stocked annually. Bluegill
stocked in 2009.

Indian Creek Dam (171) - 1.5 miles west,
2 miles south, 2 miles west, 3 miles south
of Regent. Abundant walleye up to 10
pounds, small yellow perch, with some up
to a half pound, and mostly small bluegill,
with some up to 1 pound. Some small-
mouth bass up to 1 pound. (Fishing pier).
Kilzer Dam (172) — 4.5 miles south, 1 mile
east of Bentley. Bluegill stocked in 2011
and largemouth bass stocked in 2012. (No
ramp).

Larson Lake (173) — .5 miles north and 2
miles east of Regent. Abundant northern
pike up to 4 pounds. Some perch up to a
half pound.

Mott Watershed Dam (175) — North side
of Mott. Rainbow trout stocked annu-
ally, with some up to 3 pounds. Abundant

small largemouth bass, with some up to
2 pounds. Some bluegill up to 1 pound.
(Fishing pier).

MORTON COUNTY

Danzig Dam (243) - 2 miles north, 1.4
miles west, .2 miles north of I-94 Exit 120.
Drawn down for dredging and chemical
renovation in 2013 to remove undesirable
fish. Likely not fishable.

Gaebe Pond (025) - 1.5 miles west of
New Salem. Rainbow trout stocked annu-
ally. Adult catfish up to 5 pounds stocked
most years. Some small perch and bluegill.
(Fishing pier, no ramp).

Krieg’s Pond (705) - .5 miles east of
Hebron. Rainbow trout stocked annually.
Adult yellow perch stocked in 2011 and
2013. (No ramp).

SIOUX COUNTY

Labow Lake (714) — 4 miles north, 3 miles
west, 1 mile north, 1 mile east of Thun-
derhawk, South Dakota. Bluegills stocked
in 2011 and largemouth bass stocked in
2012. (No ramp).

Larson Lake (090) — 4 miles north, 1 mile
west of Thunderhawk, South Dakota. His-
tory of winterkill. Largemouth bass and
bluegill stocked in 2009. (No ramp).

SLOPE COUNTY

Cedar Lake (322) - 13 miles north, 2
miles west of Reeder. Winterkills often.
Abundant northern pike, with some up to
10 pounds. Some perch up to a half pound.
Small carp and bullheads abundant. Cat-
fish up to 5 pounds stocked some years.

w
=
4
I
@
Q
<
o
O

Davis Dam (323) — 16 miles west, 4 miles
north of Amidon. Rainbow trout stocked
annually. Abundant small largemouth bass,
with some up to 5 pounds and bluegill up
to a half pound.

STARK COUNTY

Belfield Pond (332) — Southwest side of
Belfield. Rainbow trout stocked annu-
ally. Catfish up to 5 pounds stocked most
years. Some perch up to a third pound and
bluegill up to a quarter pound. Abun-
dant green sunfish up to a quarter pound.
(Fishing pier).

Dassinger Pond (328) — 8 miles south,

1 mile east, .8 miles north of Exit 72.
Walk through the gate 500 yards north-
west. Adult largemouth bass and bluegill
stocked in 2010. (No ramp).

Dickinson Dike (331) — Southwest side of
Dickinson. Rainbow trout stocked annu-
ally. Adult catfish up to 5 pounds stocked
most years. Abundant bass up to 2 pounds
and small bluegill up to a quarter pound.
(Fishing pier).

Dickinson Reservoir (Patterson Lake)
(330) - 2 miles west of Dickinson. Chemi-
cal renovation in 2009. Walleye up to 2
pounds, northern pike up to 15 pounds,
yellow perch exceeding 1 pound, mostly
small bluegill and crappie, with some up
to 1 pound. Many bullhead present. Adult
catfish stocked. (Fishing pier).

Slater Pond (503) - From 1-94 Exit 84,
.75 miles north, 1 mile east, .5 miles north,
.5 miles east. Rainbow trout stocked
annually. Adult perch stocked in 2009 are
abundant. (No ramp).

RIVERS AND LAKES

Cannonball River (388) - In Slope, Het-
tinger, Grant and Sioux counties. Abun-
dant carp most of the time. Some walleye,
northern pike and catfish during spring
spawning periods. (No ramp).

Heart River (390) — In Stark, Grant and
Morton counties. Abundant carp and
buffalo most of the time. Some walleye,
northern pike and catfish during spring
spawning periods. (No ramp).

Little Missouri River (410) — Southwest-
ern part of state. Abundant catfish up to
10 pounds. Some sauger and walleye dur-
ing spring spawning periods. (No ramp).

10 ND Outdoors
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NORTH CENTRAL FISHERIES DISTRICT

Jason Lee, district fisheries supervisor, River-
dale

BOTTINEAU COUNTY

Boundary Lake (083) — 9 miles north, 11
miles east, 2.5 miles north of Bottineau.
Decent number of 8- to 9-inch perch. (No
ramp).

Carbury Dam (452) — 1 mile south, 1 mile
west of Carbury. Significant winterkill

in 2013. Restocked with northern pike fin-
gerlings in spring 2013. (Fishing pier).
Lake Metigoshe (077) - 9 miles north,

4 miles east, 1 mile north of Bottineau.
Holds several sizes of bluegill, includ-

ing some large fish, along with some nice
crappie. Good number of walleye, with a
wide range of sizes. Good northern pike
fishing, with some large fish. (Fishing
pier).

Long Lake (078) - 8 miles north, 7 miles

east, 1 mile south, 1 mile east, .5 miles

south, .3 miles east of Bottineau. Decent

pike population, with a wide range of sizes.

Lots of small perch.

Loon Lake (674) — 9 miles north, 4 miles
east, 2 miles south, 2 miles east, .5 miles
north of Bottineau. Fairly new perch fish-
ery, with very high perch numbers, some
larger fish. (No ramp).

Pelican Lake (079) - 9 miles north, 8

miles east, .5 miles southwest of Bottineau.

Decent number of northern pike.
Strawberry Lake (081) — 4 miles north,
2.5 miles east, .5 miles south of Carbury.
Stocked annually with rainbow trout.
(Fishing pier).

Thompson Lake (074) -9 miles north,
4 miles east, 2 miles south, 1 mile east,

1 mile south of Bottineau. Stocked with
perch in 2012. (No ramp).

BURLEIGH COUNTY

New Johns Lake (750) — 11.8 miles south,
3 miles east of Mercer. Decent walleye
numbers, with some larger fish. Lots of

small to medium-sized yellow perch. Blue-
gill numbers have increased in recent years.

(Fishing pier).

MCHENRY COUNTY

Bentley Lake (129) - 3 miles west of
Drake. Fair numbers of small pike and
some perch. (No ramp).

Buffalo Lodge Lake (205) - 1 mile east,

3 miles north, 2 miles east of Granville.
Excellent pike numbers. Increased lake
levels in recent years produced a good
environment for pike. Walleye population
somewhat reduced. Mostly small perch.
(Fishing pier).

Cottonwood Lake (202) - 2.5 miles north
of Butte. Decent numbers of pike and
smaller perch, and a good number of nice-
sized walleye. (Fishing pier).

George Lake (203) - 13 miles north, 1
mile east, 1.3 miles north, .5 miles east of
the junction of U.S. Highway 52 and ND
Highway 14. Good number of pike, with
some large fish. (Fishing pier).

Round Lake (204) — 6 miles north, 4.5
miles east of Drake. Good numbers of 14-
to 16-inch walleye. Decent pike popula-
tion. (No ramp).

MCLEAN COUNTY

Brush Lake (221) — 3 miles north of
Mercer. Lots of 6- to 8-inch perch. Fair
number of walleye. Good pike population,
with some larger fish. (Fishing pier).
Camp Lake (479) - 17.5 miles north, 2
miles east of Turtle Lake. Decent numbers
of pike and lots of small perch. (No ramp).
Camp Loop Pond (546) — 3 miles south-
west of Riverdale on U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers’ downstream campground. Pond
renovated in 2013. (No ramp).

Coal Lake (528) — 3.6 miles east of
Underwood. Stocked with perch for the
first time in 2012. (No ramp).

Crooked Lake (223) - 10 miles north, .2
miles east, .1 mile south of Turtle Lake.
Good numbers of nice-sized pike and
walleye, with lots of smaller perch. (Fish-
ing pier).

Custer Mine (224) — 4 miles east, 2 miles
south of Garrison. A good put-and-take
rainbow trout fishery in a small, easy-to-
fish pond. Small bluegill abundant.

East Park Lake (752) — 9 miles south of
Mercer. Decent walleye numbers, with
some larger fish. Fair number of small
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FISHING WATERS REPORT

Fly-fishing on Lake Metigoshe
in the Turtle Mountains.

to medium-sized yellow perch. Bluegill
numbers have increased in recent years.
(Fishing pier).

Lake Audubon (225) — North of Cole-
harbor. Good number of walleye and an
excellent smallmouth bass fishery. Anglers
should see good numbers of 14- to
16-inch walleye in the next few seasons.
Some large pike. (Fishing pier).

Lake Brekken (232) — 1.5 miles north of
Turtle Lake. Good population of 8- to
11-inch perch. Good number of smaller
walleye, with some larger 16- to 18-inch
fish. (Fishing pier).

Lake Gertie (724) — 1 mile south of Bene-
dict. Stocked with northern pike for the
first time in 2012. (No ramp).

Lake Holmes (455) — 1 mile northeast

of Turtle Lake. Good number of 7- to
11-inch perch. Fair number of 14- to
16-inch walleye.

Lightning Lake (233) - .5 miles east of
Turtle Lake. A quality trout fishery, with
some large trout. Bluegill numbers have
increased in recent years, with some nice-
sized fish. (Fishing pier).

Long Lake (228) - 13 miles north, 4 miles
east, 2 miles north, 1.5 miles west of Turtle
Lake. Pike population bouncing back
nicely after winterkill. Mostly smaller pike.
Painted Woods Creek (418) — 5 miles
southeast of Washburn. Fair northern pike
population. (No ramp).

Pelican Lake (757) — 7 miles north, 3 miles
east, .4 miles north of Mercer. Abundant
perch and some smaller pike. (No ramp).
Riverdale City Pond (220) — North side of
Riverdale. Popular pond for kids and

family outings. Lots of small bluegill.
Stocked annually with rainbow trout.
(Fishing pier, no ramp).

Strawberry Lake (226) — 17.5 miles north,
2 miles east of Turtle Lake. Good pike
population. Lots of small perch and blue-
gill. (Fishing pier).

Triangle Y Pond (463) — 4 miles west, 1.5
miles south, 1 mile west, 1 mile south,

1 mile west, .5 miles south of Garrison.
Small pond stocked with perch, used
mostly by Triangle Y kids. (Fishing pier, no
ramp).

Turtle Lake (697) — 4.5 miles west, 1 mile
north of Turtle Lake. Decent northern
pike population, with some larger fish. (No
ramp).

Weishaar WPA (488) — 8 miles north, 8
miles west, 1 mile north of Turtle Lake.
Winter perch fishery. (No ramp).

West Park Lake (753) — 9 miles south,

2 miles west of Mercer. Fair numbers of
walleye and perch. Most perch are small.

Good number of pike, with some larger

fish available. (No ramp).

MERCER COUNTY

Beulah Mine Pond (235) - 2 miles north,
2.5 miles east, .5 miles north of Beulah.
Contains some pike. (No ramp).
Harmony Lake (560) - 6 miles north,

1 mile west of Hazen. Good number of
bluegill, with some nice fish. Stocked
annually with rainbow trout. (Fishing

pier).

ASHLEY SALWEY

Hazen Creek (382) — West end of Hazen.
Good bluegill population. Stocked annu-
ally with rainbow trout. (No ramp).

OLIVER COUNTY

East Arroda Dam (262) - 1 mile east of
Fort Clark ND Highway 200A. Good
crappie numbers, with some quality fish.
Pike numbers have increased in recent
years, with mostly smaller pike. Earthen
fishing piers constructed to improve shore-
fishing access.

Nelson Lake (258) — 5 miles east, 3 miles
south of Center. The best largemouth bass
lake in the state. Open water year-round
allows fish to grow better than in other
lakes. State record largemouth — 8 pounds,
7 % ounces — was caught here in 1983.
Abundant nice-sized bluegill and crappie.
(Fishing pier).

Oliver County Sportsmen’s Pond (266) —
4 miles south, .5 miles west of Center.
Stocked annually with about 200 rainbow
trout. (No ramp).

West Arroda Dam (264) — 1 mile east of
Fort Clark ND Highway 200A. Good
crappie numbers, with some quality fish.
Earthen fishing piers constructed to
improve shorefishing access.

PIERCE COUNTY

Antelope Lake (617) - 3 miles south, 5.4
miles west, 2.4 miles south of the intersec-
tion of ND highways 3 and 19. Abundant
nice-sized perch. Many 12- to 16-inch
walleye, with some larger fish. (No ramp).
Balta Dam (269) — 5 miles south of Balta.
Significant winterkill in 2013.

Clear Lake (654) — 6 miles east, .7 miles
south of Anamoose. Newly stocked lake,
with good numbers of walleye and quality-
sized perch. (No ramp).

Davis Lake (024) — 2 miles west, 1.5 miles
south of Balta. Significant winterkill in
2013.

Lesmeister Lake (692) — 3 miles south, 3
miles west, 1.3 miles north of the inter-
section of ND highways 3 and 19. New
walleye lake with good numbers of 10- to
16-inch walleye. (No ramp).

RENVILLE COUNTY

Glenburn Pond (466) — North side of
Glenburn. Small pond stocked annu-
ally with trout. Yellow perch and bluegill
stocked periodically. (No ramp).
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ROLETTE COUNTY

Lake Udall (741) — Through the Inter-
national Peace Garden, 13 miles north of
Dunseith. Small pond stocked with rain-

bow trout and bluegill for the first time in
2012. (No ramp).

SHERIDAN COUNTY

Bender Lake (715) - .5 miles south, 4
miles west, .5 miles south of Martin.
Abundant 6- to 9-inch perch. (No ramp).
Cherry Lake (698) - 7 miles north, 3
miles east, 2 miles north, 1 mile west of
Mercer. Abundant small perch, with some
quality-sized fish. (No ramp).

Coal Mine Lake (482) — 14 miles south, 5
miles east of Anamoose. Significant win-
terkill in 2013. Restocked with northern
pike fingerlings in spring 2013. (Fishing
pier).

Davis WPA (598) — 8 miles south, 1 mile
east of Denhoff. Abundant perch, with
some quality-sized fish. Walleye popula-
tion expanding, with a good number of
14- to 16-inch fish. (No ramp).

Heckers Lake (751) — 9 miles south, 2.4
miles east of Mercer. Fair number of perch,
with some quality-sized fish. Decent
numbers of pike and smallmouth bass. (No
ramp).

Kaibel Lake (756) — 10.2 miles south of
Drake. Lots of perch, many are smaller.
(No ramp).

Lake Richard (653) — 4.5 miles south of
Drake. Abundant yellow perch, with some
quality-sized fish. (No ramp).

CONNIE SCHIFF

Mud Lake (716) — 4.5 miles south of
Anamoose. New perch lake, with a good
population of 8- to 9-inch fish. (No ramp).
North (Hoffer) McClusky (461) - 2 miles
north, 1 mile west of McClusky. Abundant
smaller pike. (No ramp).

Sheyenne Lake (314) — 10 miles south,

1 mile east, 1 mile south of Anamoose.
Stocked biannually with northern pike.
(No ramp).

South (Hoffer) McClusky (316) - 2 miles
north, 1 mile west of McClusky. Decent
numbers of perch, walleye and northern
pike. Some bluegill and crappie. (Fishing
pier).

Stober Lake (562) — 4 miles west, 1 mile
north of Goodrich. Good number of
perch, many smaller, but some larger fish.
(No ramp).

Vollrath Lake (699) — 5.5 miles north, 1
mile east, 1 mile south of Goodrich. Good

number of perch, with some quality-sized
fish. (No ramp).

Wolf Lake (558) — .5 miles south, 1.5
miles west of Martin. Significant winter-
kill in 2013. Restocked with northern pike
fingerlings in spring 2013. (No ramp).

WARD COUNTY

Hiddenwood Lake (443) — 8 miles south
of Makoti. Fair numbers of yellow perch,
walleye and northern pike. (Fishing pier).
Makoti Lake (365) — 6 miles south of
Makoti. Good numbers of 24-inch north-
ern pike and 8-inch yellow perch. (No
ramp).

North Carlson Lake (360) — 10 miles east
of Ryder. Good numbers of smaller pike.
Good place to take a kid fishing.

Rice Lake (362) — 4 miles north, 7 miles
east, 2 miles north of Ryder. Winterkilled
in 2011, but pike and perch populations
rebounding.

South Carlson Lake (361) — 10 miles east
of Ryder. Good fishing in recent years for
mostly smaller pike. (Fishing pier).

State Fair Pond (027) — North end of state
fair grounds. Small pond stocked annually
with trout and panfish. (Fishing pier, no
ramp).

Velva Sportsmen’s Pond (364) — 7 miles
south, 1.5 miles west, 1 mile south, .5
miles west of Velva. Consistently a quality
fishery for nice-sized browns and rain-
bows.

WELLS COUNTY

Hurd Lake (718) — 2 miles west, 3 miles
south of Hurdsfield. New perch lake, with
good numbers of 8- to 9-inch perch. (No
ramp).
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FISHING WATERS REPORT

RIVERS AND LAKES
Knife River (392) — In Dunn and Mercer

counties. Connected to the Missouri River,

so a variety of fish species available. (No
ramp).

Lake Sakakawea (020) — Near cities of
Williston, New Town, Garrison and
Riverdale. See separate Missouri River
System report. (Fishing pier).
McClusky Canal (464) — Central part
of state in McLean, Burleigh and Sheri-

dan counties. Excellent smallmouth bass

fishery, with abundant fish up to 18 inches.

(No ramp).

Missouri River (004) - Missouri River
from near Riverdale to south of Bismarck.
Souris River (Mouse River) (396) -
North central part of state. Good numbers
of northern pike and walleye. (Fishing

pier).

SOUTH CENTRAL FISHERIES DISTRICT

Paul Bailey, district fisheries supervisor,
Bismarck

BURLEIGH COUNTY

Apple Creek (398) - South central part of
state in Burleigh County. Good for north-
ern pike, walleye, crappie and catfish. (No
ramp).

Cottonwood Park Pond (635) — On west
side of Cottonwood soccer complex in
south Bismarck. Trout (and other species)
may be stocked in spring. (Fishing pier, no
ramp).

Crimmins WPA (747) — 3 miles west, 11
miles north, .5 miles west of Wing. Small
yellow perch and walleye abundant. (No
ramp).

Lake Harriet (Arena Lake) (610) — 8
miles west, 1 mile south of Tuttle. North-
ern pike abundant and perch present. (No
ramp).

Long Lake (104) — 1 mile south, 2.5 miles
east of Moffit. Northern pike abundant.
Contact refuge for specific angling

regulations. (Fishing pier, no ramp).
McDowell Dam (101) — 4 miles east,

1 mile north of Bismarck on old ND
Highway 10. Bluegill and largemouth bass
abundant. Trout stocked in spring. (Fish-
ing pier).

OWLS Pond (026) - Just west of Bis-
marck Game and Fish office. Trout
stocked in spring and fall. Other species
(bluegill, perch, catfish and white bass)
may be stocked. (Fishing pier, no ramp).

EMMONS COUNTY

Baumgartner Lake (529) - 6 miles south
of Linton. Northern pike abundant. (No
ramp).

Braddock Dam (140) — 2 miles southwest
of Braddock. Fair numbers of northern
pike, walleye and yellow perch. Bluegill
present.

Goose Lake (501) — 3 miles east of Brad-
dock. Northern pike and perch abundant.
(No ramp).

Jake’s Lake (527) — 13 miles south, 1 mile
east of Strasburg. Northern pike abundant.
(No ramp).
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Rice Lake (142) - 8 miles south of Stras-
burg. Outstanding walleye, northern pike
and perch fishery.

Senger Lake (526) — 1 mile north, 6 miles
east of Strasburg. Multiple year-classes of
perch present. (No ramp).

KIDDER COUNTY

Alkaline Lake (590) — 15 miles south, 7
miles east, 1 mile south of Dawson. Wall-
eye abundant. Excellent number of pike
present, with fish occasionally surpassing
10 pounds. (Fishing pier).

Bond Lake (500) — 2 miles west, 2 miles
south, 1 mile west of Pettibone. Adult
perch stocked in 2010 and multiple year-
classes present. (No ramp).

Cherry Lake (177) — 15 miles north, 3
miles east of Steele. Northern pike from 2
to 5 pounds abundant.

Deer Lake (685) — 8 miles east of Robin-
son. Fair number of yellow perch present.
(No ramp).

Des Moines Lake (593) - 5.5 miles east of
Robinson. Good northern pike numbers.
(No ramp).

Etta-Alkaline Complex (650) - 1 mile
south, 2.5 miles west, 3 miles south of
Dawson. Northern pike abundant. (No
ramp).

Fresh Lake (549) — 15 miles south, 7 miles
east, 1 mile south of Dawson. Primarily a
northern pike fishery, but a fair number of
walleye present. (No ramp).

Frettim Lake (180) — 2 miles east, 1 mile
north of Robinson. Good numbers of
walleye, northern pike, perch and bluegill.
Geier Lake (740) — 12 miles east, 9.5
miles north of Robinson. Walleye up to

15 inches abundant. Yellow perch present.
(No ramp).

Helen Lake (601) — 2.5 miles west, 6 miles
north of Tuttle. An excellent northern pike
fishery, with fish occasionally topping 8
pounds. Perch present. (No ramp).
Horsehead Lake (594) — 2 miles west, 6
miles south of Robinson. Pike population
recovering and this lake again offers good
angling opportunities. (No ramp).

Jasper Lake (573) - 7 miles north, .5 miles
east of Robinson. Walleye and yellow
perch abundant.

Koenig North (676) — 12.25 miles north,
1.5 miles east of Robinson. Multiple year-
classes of perch. (Winter access only. No
ramp).

Koenig South (677) - 12.25 miles north,
1.5 miles east of Robinson. Multiple year-
classes of perch. (Winter access only. No
ramp).

Kunkel Lake (439) — 5 miles east, 7 miles
south, 1 mile east of Robinson. Strong
year-class of smaller perch. (No ramp).
Lake Geneva (666) — 2 miles south, .5
miles east of I-94 Exit 195. Fair number of
perch up to 10 inches. (No ramp).

Lake Isabel (183) — 2 miles south, .5 miles
east, .75 miles south of Dawson. Fair
population of 2- to 5-pound northern
pike. (Fishing pier).

Lake Josephine (186) — 2 miles north of
Tuttle. Small walleye abundant, but larger
fish present. Northern pike, perch and
crappie in lower numbers. (Fishing pier).
Lake No. 5 (476) — .5 miles west, 2 miles
north, 3 miles west, 4 miles north of Daw-
son. Pike abundant, but lake experiences
frequent winterkills. (No ramp).

Lake Williams (182) — Just south of the
town of Lake Williams. Fair numbers of
walleye and northern pike.

Leno Lake (604) — 1 mile east, 7 miles
north of Tuttle. Small pike abundant. (No
ramp).

Long Alkaline Lake (629) — 3 miles west,
7 miles north of Robinson. Pike common.
Perch present. (No ramp).

McPhail WMA (569) — 7 miles north,

2 miles west of Tappen. Fair number of
perch present. (No ramp).

Neustel Lake (712) — 2 miles north of
Robinson. Strong year-class of younger
perch. (No ramp).

North Des Moines Lake (688) — 5.5 miles
east of Robinson. Fair number of northern
pike. (No ramp).

Pelican Lake (474) — 3 miles east, 11 miles
north, 1 mile east of Robinson. Perch
common. (No ramp).

Plowe Lake (735) — 6 miles east, 5 miles
north, 1 mile east of Robinson. Fair num-
ber of perch. Low numbers of walleye and
northern pike. (No ramp).

Rafferty Lake (734) — 12 miles east, 9.8
miles north of Robinson. Walleye up to 14
inches abundant. (No ramp).

Ranch Lake (684) — 1 mile west of Petti-
bone. Good numbers of northern pike and
perch. (No ramp).

Remmick Lake (731) - 3 miles east, 6
miles north of Robinson. Healthy walleye

population and low numbers of perch and
bluegill. (No ramp).

Round Lake (181) — 1 mile north, 1.5
miles east of Pettibone. Excellent walleye
fishery, and fair numbers of perch and
northern pike. (No ramp).

Schumacher Lake (702) — 7 miles north,
1 mile east, .25 miles south of Robinson.
Yellow perch abundant and walleye pres-
ent. (No ramp).

Seil Lake (739) — 6 miles east, 10 miles
north, 4.25 miles east of Robinson. Perch
abundant. (No ramp).

Sibley Lake (646) — 7 miles north, 2 miles
east, 1 mile south of Dawson. Walleye
abundant. (No ramp).

South Lake (686) — 7 miles east, 2 miles
south of Robinson. Fair number of perch.
(No ramp).

Swan Lake (678) — 10.5 miles north of
Robinson. Perch abundant. (No ramp).
Trautmann Lake (733) — 1 mile west, 2
miles north, 1 mile west and 1 mile north
of Robinson. Small perch and walleye
abundant. (No ramp).

Vogel WPA (732) - 12 miles east, 9.5
miles north of Robinson. Walleye up to 16
inches abundant. (No ramp).

Willow Lake (645) — 9 miles north, 3
miles west of Robinson. Perch abundant.
(No ramp).

Woodhouse Lake (472) — 12 miles north,
12 miles east of Wing. Good numbers of
walleye and perch. (No ramp).

LOGAN COUNTY

Beaver Lake (197) - 8 miles south, 8 miles
east of Napoleon. Northern pike abun-
dant, with fish occasionally surpassing 10
pounds.

Braun Lake (588) — 18 miles south,

1 mile east of Steele. Primarily a

perch fishery, but tiger muskies present.
(No ramp).

Buchholz WPA (738) — 4 miles east, .75
miles north of Lehr. Young perch abun-
dant. (No ramp).

Dewald Lake (530) — 8 miles north, 2
miles east, 1 mile north, 1 mile east of
Lehr. Perch common. (No ramp).

Doyles Lake (711) - 2.5 miles north, 2
miles east, 4 miles north, 1 mile east, .5
miles north of Wishek. Perch abundant.
(No ramp).

Hauff Lake (589) — 7 miles north of Lehr.

Small perch common. (No ramp).
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FISHING WATERS REPORT

Bass, trout
and other
[ish species
are often
overlooked
in North
Dakota.

Kautz Lake (061) - 5 miles north, 6 miles
west of Lehr. Perch common. (No ramp).
Kleingartner Lake (710) - 10 miles south,
5 miles west of Gackle. Fair numbers of
northern pike and yellow perch, with some
pike topping 8 pounds. (No ramp).

Lepp Lake (717) - 1 mile east, 1 mile
north of Lehr. Strong young perch popula-
tion. (No ramp).

Logan (Mueller) WMA (613) - 8 miles
north, 4.5 miles west of Lehr. Walleye
abundant. Low perch numbers. (No ramp).
Logan Lake (453) — 1 mile west of Gackle.
Good perch numbers. (No ramp).

Marvin Miller Lake (533) — 6.5 miles
south, 8 miles west, .5 miles north of
Gackle. Excellent walleye fishery. Low
perch numbers and northern pike present.
Mundt Lake (199) — 3 miles east, 4 miles
north, 1 mile east, .5 miles south of Lehr.
Walleye remain abundant. Quality perch
population. (Fishing pier).

North Napoleon Lake (502) - 4.5 miles
west, 1 mile north, 1 mile east of Napo-
leon. Northern pike and perch abundant.

BRANDON KRATZ

(No ramp).

Ost Lake (749) — 7 miles east, 1 mile
north, 1 mile west, .5 miles north of Lehr.
Perch abundant. (No ramp).

Railroad Lake (708) — 5.5 miles east of
Lehr. Good perch numbers. (No ramp).
Roesler Lake (706) — 8 miles north, 1 mile
east of Lehr, Perch common to abundant.
(No ramp).

Ruff Lake (609) — 5 miles north, 3 miles
west, 1 mile north, .5 miles east of Lehr.
Strong young perch population. (No
ramp).

Thurn Lake (620) - 5 miles north of Lehr,
.5 miles east. Good walleye and perch
numbers. (No ramp).

Weigel Lake (701) - 5 miles south, 3 miles
east of Napoleon. Small pike abundant.
(No ramp).

Wentz WPA (632) - 12 miles east of
Napoleon. Walleye abundant. (No ramp).
West Lake Napoleon (201) - 1 mile west
of Napoleon. Northern pike reintroduced

in 2009 and pike up to 7 pounds abundant.

Wetzel Lake (737) — 11 miles west, 1 mile

south of Gackle. Small pike and perch
abundant. (No ramp).

MCINTOSH COUNTY

Becker-Schlepp Lake (628) - 3 miles
north, 1 mile east, 1 mile north, .5 miles
east of Ashley. Perch abundant. (No ramp).
Clear Lake (215) - 6 miles east, 2 miles
south of Wishek. Northern pike up to 6
pounds abundant. (No ramp).
Dollinger-Schnabel Lake (580) — 2 miles
north, 5 miles west, 3 miles north of Ven-
turia. Perch abundant. (No ramp).
Dorfman Lake (642) — 5 miles north, 2
miles west of Ashley. Perch abundant and
fair numbers of walleye and northern pike
present. (No ramp).

Dry Lake (213) - 5 miles west, 4 miles
north, 2 miles east, .5 miles south of Ash-
ley. An excellent walleye and northern pike
fishery. Large perch in low numbers.
Green Lake (210) — 2 miles east, 4 miles
south, 1 mile east of Wishek. Quality
walleye and perch fishery. Low numbers of
northern pike. (Fishing pier).

Harr Lake (514) — 10 miles east, 12 miles
north of Ashley. Perch common. (No
ramp).

Homestead Lake (696) — 8 miles south,

8 miles east, 2 miles north of Wishek.
Northern pike abundant. Perch present.
(No ramp).

Lake Hoskins (211) — 3 miles west of
Ashley. Fair numbers of walleye, northern
pike and perch. (Fishing pier).

Lehr WMA (570) — 2 miles east, 1 mile
south of Lehr. Excellent walleye fishery.
McIntosh WMA (231) - 10 miles east, 9
miles north of Ashley. Perch common. (No
ramp).

Miller Lake (315) — 7.5 miles east, 2.5
miles south of Lehr. Northern pike abun-
dant, with fish occasionally surpassing 8
pounds. Fair perch numbers. (No ramp).
Mudd Lake (595) — 1 mile west of Lehr.
Fair numbers of northern pike, with low
numbers of perch. (No ramp).

Nagel Lake (Koepplin WPA) (707) - 1
mile east, 1 mile south, 1 mile east of Lehr.
Fair number of walleye made their way
into Nagel Lake from Lehr WMA. Perch
present in good numbers. (No ramp).
Pfeifle Lake (690) — 10 miles south, 2
miles east of Wishek. Northern pike
abundant, with fish occasionally topping
10 pounds. (No ramp).
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Pudwill Lake (214) — 9 miles south, 4
miles west, 1 mile north, .5 miles west of
Lehr. Low pike numbers. (No ramp).
Rueb-Eszlinger (691) - 7.5 miles north, 2
miles west of Ashley. Perch abundant. (No

ramp).

MORTON COUNTY

Crown Butte Dam (237) — 4 miles west on
access road on north side of 1-94 Exit 147.
Largemouth bass up to 12 inches abun-
dant. Crappie, bluegill and trout present.
(Fishing pier).

Fish Creek Dam (239) - 8 miles south,

2 miles east, 1 mile south of I-94 Exit
134. Largemouth bass abundant, with the
occasional fish topping 5 pounds. Trout
abundant, with fish reaching 20 inches.
Smallmouth bass and crappie in fair num-
bers. (Fishing pier).

Harmon Lake (660) — 8 miles north of
Mandan on ND Highway 1806. Trout,
northern pike, largemouth bass, crappie
and bluegill abundant. (Fishing pier).
Little Heart Pond (746) — 11 miles

south of Mandan on ND Highway 1806.
Annual trout introductions provide good
action for youth. (No ramp).

Nygren Dam (242) - 6 miles north, 1 mile
east, 3 miles north, .5 miles east of Flasher.

290293 295

Trout, largemouth bass and bluegill in
good numbers. (Fishing pier).

Porsborg Dam (675) — Northwest Man-
dan. Trout (and other species) may be
stocked in spring. (No ramp).

Sweet Briar Lake (240) — 18 miles west
of Mandan 1-94 Exit 134. Fair numbers
of walleye, northern pike, perch, bluegill,
crappie and largemouth bass. (Fishing

pier).

SIOUX COUNTY

Froelich Dam (318) — 9 miles north,

2 miles west of Selfridge. Walleye and
northern pike abundant. Perch, crappie,
bluegill and largemouth bass present.

RIVERS AND LAKES

Lake Oahe (001) — Near cities of Bis-
marck, Fort Yates, Hazelton, Linton and
Strasburg. See separate Missouri River
System report. (Fishing pier).

NORTHEAST FISHERIES DISTRICT

Randy Hiltner, district fisheries supervisor,
Dewils Lake

BENSON COUNTY
Fort Totten Dam (663) —.5 miles east of Fort

Totten. No recent information. (No ramp).

Gravel Pit Lake (661) — 4.5 miles west of
Fort Totten. No recent information. (No
ramp).

Mission Lake (662) — 5 miles south, 1.5
miles east, 2 miles south of Devils Lake.
No recent information. (No ramp).

Silver Lake (058) — 1 mile west, 6 miles
south, 1 mile west, 1 mile north of
Churchs Ferry. Connected to Devils Lake.
(No ramp).

Wood Lake (054) — 2 miles west, 1 mile
south of Tokio. Small perch and bluegill
numerous. Good numbers of bigger wall-
eye and some large pike.

CAVALIER COUNTY

Langdon City Pond (115) - South side of
Langdon. Put-and-take trout lake, with
most fish caught in May. (Fishing pier).
Mount Carmel Dam (114) — 9 miles
north, 2 miles east, 2 miles north of Lang-
don. Fair perch numbers, with some larger
fish. Fair walleye numbers, with most fish
under 2 pounds. Lots of nice pike in 21-
to 28-inch range. (Fishing pier).
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FISHING WATERS REPORT

EDDY COUNTY

Adams Lake (603) — 10 miles south of
Warwick. Lots of smaller perch and a few
walleye. (No ramp).

Battle Lake (136) — .5 miles south, 1.5
miles west, 1.5 miles south of Hamar.
High density pike lake, with catchable,
thin fish. (No ramp).

Lake Coe (652) — 10 miles south of War-

wick on east side of Eddy County Road 8.

Good number of nice walleye and lots of
perch, some longer than 10 inches.

New Rockford Reservoir (137) — North
side of New Rockford. Bluegill available,
but primarily a pike fishery. (Fishing pier,
no ramp).

Warsing Dam (135) — 1 mile northeast
of Sheyenne. Suffered a partial winterkill
in 2013, mostly bluegill and walleye, still
good numbers of pike and some perch.

(Fishing pier).

FOSTER COUNTY

Dry Lake (548) - 7 miles east, 5 miles
south, 2 miles east of Carrington. Walleye
numbers lower than several years ago, but
still fair numbers of nice fish. Fewer perch.
Strong young bullhead population. (No
ramp).

Juanita Lake (147) - 2 miles east of Grace
City. Pike and perch doing well in 2012,
but a winterkill in 2013 sharply reduced
fish numbers. (Fishing pier).

GRAND FORKS COUNTY

Fordville Dam (153) — 5 miles west, 1
mile north, .5 miles west, .5 miles north of
Inkster. Fair numbers of larger walleye and
pike, with good perch numbers under 10
inches. Bullheads remain a management
issue. (Fishing pier).

Kolding Dam (155) - 5 miles southeast, 1
mile south of Niagara on U.S. Highway 2.
Managed for pike only.

”_—
Vo7 Mu n pzlc’ numbers
~ have never been higher in
North Dakota. The daily
pike limit is five fish andk
the possession. Limit13.10.
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ASHLEY SALWEY

Larimore Dam (154) - 2 miles northeast
of Larimore. Walleye, pike, largemouth
bass, perch, crappie and bluegill all provide
some angling opportunities. Walleye aver-
age 18 inches. (Fishing pier).

Niagara Dam (156) — North of Niagara.
Reservoir winterkills often. When a series
of nice winters occur, nice-sized pike avail-
able.

Ryan Park Pond (659) - South side of
Grand Forks. This small urban fishery is

a good place to take a kid fishing and is
stocked annually with trout. Bluegill also
introduced. (Fishing pier, no ramp).

GRIGGS COUNTY

Carlson-Tande Dam (169) — 1 mile south,
5 miles west of Aneta. Offers some pike,
perch and panfish fishing.

Lake Addie (596) — 4 miles east, 1 mile
south, 1 mile west of Binford. Managed

as a walleye and perch fishery. Nice-sized
walleye, averaging 18 inches. Perch num-
bers high, with some fish up to 12 inches.
Lake Jessie (597) — 4 miles east, 1 mile
south, 1 mile west of Binford. Primarily
an ice fishing lake for pike, which average
close to 30 inches. (No ramp).

Red Willow Lake (168) — 6 miles north, 2
miles west of Binford. Walleye, pike, perch
and bluegill common. Some nice walleye
available, but more pike. Bluegill up to

10 inches. Perch typically small. (Fishing
pier).

Sibley Lake (435) — 1 mile west, 3 miles
south of Binford. Good pike population.
Some perch. (No ramp).

NELSON COUNTY

Lake Laretta (506) — 2 miles west, 3 miles
north of Michigan. Excellent pike fishery,
with high numbers of medium-sized

fish, but some pushing 15 pounds. Perch
that survive pike predation are large, but
uncommon. (No ramp).

McVille Dam (252) — 1 mile east of
McVille. Some larger walleye, largemouth
bass and pike available. Perch are typically
small. (Fishing pier).

Silver Creek Dam (268) — 4 miles west,

.5 miles south of McVille. Small reservoir,
with a winter pike fishery. (No ramp).
Stump Lake (516) - 12 miles south, 1 mile
west of Lakota. Good walleye popula-
tion, most are less than 18 inches. Pike
common, featuring good numbers of
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medium to larger-sized fish. Perch popula-
tion is increasing, with good numbers of
medium-sized fish, with some big fish, too.
Low densities of white bass. (Fishing pier).
Tolna Dam (254) — 1 mile south, 2 miles
east of Tolna. Some larger walleye and
good pike numbers. Perch numbers fairly
low.

Whitman Dam (253) - 1.5 miles north,

3 miles east of Whitman. Perch grow to
keeper-size, with some pushing 12 inches.
Fair pike and walleye fishing. Low crappie
population, with some large fish. (Fishing

pier).

PEMBINA COUNTY

Renwick Dam (265) — 6 miles west, 1
mile north of Cavalier. Holds mostly pike
and perch, with some crappie. Perch are
numerous, but typically smaller. White
suckers and bullheads abundant. (Fishing

pier).

PIERCE COUNTY

Buffalo Lake (271) — 4 miles west, 1 mile
south of Esmond. Winterkills often and
pike fishing opportunities occur when
winters are mild. (Fishing pier).

Sand Lake (270) — 4 miles north of Pleas-
ant Lake. Good pike and perch fishery.
Average size for perch has increased, pike
common up to 5 pounds. (Fishing pier).

RAMSEY COUNTY

Cavanaugh Lake (276) — 9 miles north, 1
mile west, .5 miles north of Devils Lake.
Winterkill has been a problem. (No ramp).
Fenster Lake (621) — 3 miles north, 4
miles east of Crary. Partial winterkill in
2013. Pike available. (No ramp).

Lake Irvine (551) — 1 mile north of
Churchs Ferry. Good walleye numbers,
with most fish less than 20 inches. High
number of medium-sized pike. While
most fish are less than 5 pounds, there are
some larger pike. Yellow perch numbers
low, but the few perch in the lake are
good-sized. White bass numbers low, but
the few white bass available are good-
sized. (No ramp).

Morrison Lake (509) - 3 miles east, 2
miles south of Webster. Typically has good
winter pike fishing until oxygen levels drop
too low. Most fish are less than 5 pounds.
(No ramp).

Sweetwater Lake (277) — 7 miles north,
.25 miles east of Devils Lake. Low winter

oxygen levels may have caused a fish kill in
part of this lake. (No ramp).

ROLETTE COUNTY

Belcourt Lake (300) — 2 miles north of
Belcourt. No recent information.

Cain Lake (450) — 2 miles south, 9 miles
west, .5 miles north of St. John. No recent
information. (No ramp).

Carpenter Lake (291) — 12 miles west

of St. John. Good pike population, even
during tough winters. Most fish less than
5 pounds.

Dion Lake (293) - 10 miles west, 2 miles
north, 1 mile east of St. John. Managed
for walleye. High densities of fish up

to 20 inches. Perch numbers expanding
from illegal stocking, most are small. Pike
young-of-the-year netted in fall 2013
(Fishing pier).

Gordon Lake (299) — 4.5 miles north, 1
mile west, .25 miles northwest of Belcourt.
No recent information.

Gravel Lake (294) — 6 miles west, .5 miles
north of St. John. Pike average about 25
inches and most perch are less than 10
inches. (Fishing pier).

Hooker Lake (295) — 8 miles west of St.
John. One of few rainbow trout lakes in
the district. Trout stocked annually and
reach maximum size in the fall. (Fishing
pier).

Island Lake (634) — 3 miles west, 2 miles
south of Mylo. Suffered a significant
winterkill in 2013, with some pike still
available.

Jarvis Lake (301) — .75 miles southwest, 6
miles west of St. John. No recent informa-
tion. (No ramp).

Jensen Lake (290) — 9 miles west, 3 miles
north of St. John. Overpopulation of
stunted, skinny perch.

School Section Lake (296) — 9 miles
north, 2.5 miles east of Dunseith. Partial
winterkill in 2013. Good pike numbers
and some perch available.

Shutte Lake (298) — .5 miles east of
Dunseith. Pike numerous, with most fish
less than 5 pounds. Perch are too abundant
and mostly too small to keep. (No ramp).
Upsilon Lake (297) - 6 miles west, 1 mile
north of St. John. Perch fishing good in
recent years, although larger fish now less
common. Pike common, with some large
fish. Walleye in low numbers. (Fishing
pier).

Wheaton Lake (292) — 4.5 miles north, 2
miles west of Belcourt. No recent informa-
tion.

STEELE COUNTY

Finley Dam (Lynch Lake) (335) — 1 mile
south of Finley. Stocked regularly with
pike. (No ramp).

North Golden Lake (339) — 10 miles

east, 4 miles north, .5 miles west of Finley.
High number of perch, with most less
than 10 inches. Fair to good numbers of
keeper pike, and walleye available.

South Golden Lake (337) — 10 miles east,
3 miles north, .5 miles west of Finley.
Primarily a walleye and perch fishery,
with some pike and bluegill. Walleye get
large, with fish up to 8 pounds, however,
the average fish is about 16 inches. Some

10-inch perch. (Fishing pier).

TOWNER COUNTY

Armourdale Dam (349) — 9 miles east, 1.5
miles north of Rolla. Suffered a significant
winterkill in 2013, with some adult pike
still present. (Fishing pier).

Bisbee Dam-Big Coulee (350) - 1 mile
east of Bisbee. Pike, walleye, perch, bluegill
and crappie present. Some walleye and
pike up to about 6 pounds. A few more
perch are showing up, as well as the occa-

sional large bluegill and crappie. (Fishing
pier).

WALSH COUNTY

Bylin Dam (355) — 3 miles east, 3 miles
south of Adams. Nice population of
smaller pike to keep youngsters enter-
tained. (Fishing pier).

Dougherty Dam (032) - 1 mile west of
Bylin Dam. Holds some pike. (No ramp).
Homme Dam (356) — 2 miles west of Park
River. Lots of smaller perch and crappie,
with some nice pike and walleye. White
suckers and bullheads are abundant and
problematic. (Fishing pier).

Matejcek Dam (354) - 6 miles south of
Lankin. Smaller walleye present in decent
numbers. Perch numbers appear lower, as
do pike. Crappie numbers seem to have
rebounded. White suckers abundant.

WELLS COUNTY

Goose Lake (608) — 3 miles north, 3 miles
east, 1 mile north of Harvey. Pike num-
bers increased significantly. Walleye size

is good, but numbers decreasing. Perch
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FISHING WATERS REPORT

The walleye fishing on Lake
Sakakawea was exceptional the
last two years and Department

[isheries biologists expect good
Sishing in 2014.

common. (No ramp).

Harvey Dam (368) — Southeast side of
Harvey. Experienced a significant win-
terkill in 2013. Netting survey produced
several pike and lots of bullheads, which
continue to be a problem. Adult perch
have been stocked since the kill. (Fishing
pier).

Hurdsfield-Tuffy Lake (616) - 3.5 miles
east of Hurdsfield. Relatively new fishery,
with some good walleye and perch fishing.
Most walleye are eater-size, with the occa-
sional big fish. Perch present, but in lower
numbers, fish to 12 inches. (No ramp).
Silver Lake WMA (721) - 3 miles south
of Chaseley. No information available. (No
ramp).

Sykeston Dam (369) — Northwest side

of Sykeston. Winterkill and summerkill
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in recent years decimated the fishery.
Bullheads also a major problem. Pike and
perch reintroduced and provide some
opportunity. (Fishing pier).

Weisz Lake (720) — 2 miles west, 1.5 miles
south of Hurdsfield. No information avail-

able. (No ramp).

RIVERS AND LAKES

Turtle River (404) — In Grand Forks
County. Rainbow trout stocked twice in
spring and once in fall to provide a unique
riverine trout fishery. Mostly a put-and-
take fishery. (No ramp).

SOUTHEAST FISHERIES DISTRICT

Gene Van Eeckhout, district fisheries supervi-
sot, Jamestown

BARNES COUNTY

Blumers Pond (023) - 1 mile south of
Valley City. Good shore-fishing for early
season trout. (No ramp).

Clausen Springs (051) — 3 miles north, 1
mile east, .5 miles north of the junction of
ND highways 46 and 1. Excellent large-
mouth bass fishery. Developing bluegill
population. (Fishing pier).

Clauson Lake (704) — .5 miles south, 3.5
miles west of Nome. Abundant perch up
to 12 inches. (No ramp).

Eckelson Lake North (605) — 2 miles east
of Eckelson. Abundant perch at times.
(No ramp).

Eckelson Lake South (671) — 4 miles
south, 1.5 miles east of Eckelson. Mostly
northern pike. (No ramp).

Fox Lake (586) — 1 mile north, .5 miles
west of Eckelson. Excellent walleye and
perch fishery. (No ramp).

Hatchery Kids Pond (064) — 2 miles
northwest of Valley City. Good shore-
fishing for early season trout. (No ramp).
Hobart Lake North (636) — 6 miles west
of Valley City. Perch common. (No ramp).
Hobart Lake South (532) — 6 miles west
of Valley City. Abundant perch. (No
ramp).

Island Lake (672) - 3 miles south, .5 miles
east of Urbana. Excellent walleye and
small perch fishery. (No ramp).

Kee Lake (606) — 7 miles south, 2 miles
east of Eckelson. Good perch and walleye
populations. A few pike. (No ramp).

Lake Ashtabula (046) — 10 miles north of
Valley City. Consistent producer of pike,
walleye, perch or white bass, depending
on the year. Smallmouth bass and perch
populations increasing. (Fishing pier).
Meadow Lake (565) — 6 miles west, 6
miles north of Litchville. Perch up to 14
inches. (No ramp).

Middle Eckelson (670) — 2 miles east of
Eckelson. Pike present. (No ramp).

Moon Lake (049) - 2 miles west, 5.5 miles
south, 4 miles west, 2 miles north of Valley
City. Holds a few trout. Perch available,
and some walleye up to 6 pounds. Trophy
catfish rare.

Olson WPA (633) — 1.5 miles east, .5
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miles south of Sanborn. Variable perch
fishery from winter to winter. (No ramp).
Sanborn Lake (557) - 2 miles east of San-
born. Small perch and a few quality pike.
(No ramp).

Sanborn WPA (567) — .5 miles east of
Sanborn. Perch and pike present. (No
ramp).

St. Mary’s Lake (045) - 2 miles west, 5.5
miles south, 4 miles west, 1 mile north of
Valley City. Excellent perch population.
Walleye recently introduced. (No ramp).

CASS COUNTY

Brewer Lake (111) — 1 mile south, 1 mile
west of Erie. Excellent largemouth bass
population. (Fishing pier).

Casselton Reservoir (106) - Just west of
Casselton. Put-and-take urban fishery.
(Fishing pier).

Lindemann Lake (703) - 2 miles east,

2 miles north, .5 miles west of Enderlin.
Developing walleye population. Good
perch population. (No ramp).

North Woodhaven Pond (656) —2.25
miles south, .25 miles east of I-94 Exit
348. Trout stocked annually. Bluegill pres-
ent. (Fishing pier, no ramp).

South Woodhaven Pond (673) - 3.5
miles south, .25 miles east of [-94 Exit
348. Self-sustaining perch fishery. Fish are

small, but an excellent spot to take a kid
fishing. (Fishing pier, no ramp).

DICKEY COUNTY

Heinrich Lake (611) - 18.5 miles east, 1

mile south of Ashley. No recent informa-

tion. (No ramp).

Moores Lake (119) - 18.5 miles west, 1
mile north of Ellendale. No recent infor-
mation. (No ramp).

Pheasant Lake (120) — 6 miles west of
Ellendale. Recovering from winterkill.
Walleye, perch, bluegill and crappie rein-
troduced. (Fishing pier).

Wilson Dam (121) — 7 miles west of
Monango. Developing bluegill popula-
tion. Pike, perch and walleye rare. (Fishing
pier).

LAMOURE COUNTY
Alfred Lake (574) — 7 miles east, 1.5 miles
south of Gackle. Pike and perch of various

sizes. (No ramp).

Boom Lake (Marion Lake) (561) —.5
miles west of Marion. Walleye, pike and
small perch.
Diamond Lake (553) — 5 miles north of
Kulm. Consistent walleye and perch pro-
ducer, with a few pike.

Flood Lake (511) - 3.5 miles north of
Kulm. Mostly pike and small perch.

Heinrich-Martin Dam (189) — 1 mile
southeast of Adrian. Excellent largemouth
bass population. Bluegill and crappie pres-
ent.

Kalmbach Lake (194) — 1 mile south, 4.5
miles west, .5 miles south of Jud. Medium-
sized pike.

Kulm-Edgeley Dam (191) — 4 miles west,
2 miles south of Edgeley. Walleye, pike
and perch present.

Lake LaMoure (196) — 1 mile south, 1
mile east, 2.5 miles south, 1 mile west,

.5 miles south of LaMoure. Good for wall-
eye, perch and some larger pike. Bluegill
and crappie also present. (Fishing pier).
LaMoure Dam (190) — West end of
LaMoure. Excellent shore-fishing oppor-
tunities when fish congregate below
lowhead dam. (No ramp).
Limesand-Seefeldt Dam (193) — 8 miles
south, 3 miles west of Marion. No recent
information.

Schlecht-Thom Dam (195) — 5 miles west,
.5 miles north of Edgeley. Small bluegills
and a few pike.

Schlecht-Weixel Dam (188) — 4 miles
south of Jud. No recent information.
Schlenker Dam (Lehr Dam) (422) - 11
miles west, .5 miles south of the junction
of U.S. Highway 281 and ND Highway
46. No recent information.
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Twin Lakes (552) — 4 miles north of
LaMoure. Excellent walleye, perch and
pike populations.

LOGAN COUNTY

Arnies Lake (623) — 1.5 miles south of
Gackle, 2 miles east, 1 mile south. Difficult
access. Unknown population status. (No
ramp).

Erickson Lake (722) — 8.5 miles north, 3
miles west, 1 mile north, 1.5 miles west of
Kulm. Perch up to 9 inches. (No ramp).

MCINTOSH COUNTY

Blumhardt Dam (208) - 10 miles east,
7 miles north, 1.5 miles east of Ashley.
Brown and rainbow trout, with some
larger fish. Good destination for early
season fishing.

Coldwater Lake (209) — 16 miles east, 1
mile south, 1 mile west of Ashley. Good
populations of walleye and pike. Small
perch. (Fishing pier).

RANSOM COUNTY

Dead Colt Creek (284) — 5 miles south, 1
mile east, .5 miles north, .5 miles east of
Lisbon. Excellent largemouth bass popula-
tion, plus bluegill and crappie. (Fishing
pier).

RICHLAND COUNTY

Arndt Lake (755) — 6 miles east, 7 miles
south, .5 miles west, 1 mile south, .25
miles east of Lidgerwood. Developing
bluegill fishery. (No ramp).

Bisek Slough (682) - 2 miles north, .5
miles west of Lidgerwood. Small pike
when Wild Rice River overflows and
allows fish access.

Elm Lake (693) — .5 miles east, 3.5 miles

- and Fzsl:_b;bgzsz; exlb.?:’ct walleye ﬁs/.z
the Missouri River torte?éa'so_n'al[y good in
- T depressed forage conditions.

ing on

ASHLEY SALWEY

south of Lidgerwood. Good pike popula-
tion averaging 5 pounds. (No ramp).
Grass Lake (272) — 2 miles west, 1 mile
north, 1 mile west, 1 mile north, 1.5 miles
west of Lidgerwood. Some quality walleye
and crappie present. (Fishing pier).
Gullys Slough (572) - 4 miles east, 1 mile
south of Lidgerwood. Pike average 6-plus
pounds. (No ramp).

Haus Lake (745) — 2 miles east, 7 miles
south, .25 miles east of Lidgerwood. Perch.
(No ramp).

Heley Lake (725) - 5 miles north, 1 mile
east, .5 miles south of Lidgerwood. Mix of
small perch and walleye. (No ramp).
Horseshoe Lake (287) — 4 miles west, 1
mile south of Hankinson. Abundant small
perch, some walleye. (No ramp).

Kreiser Slough (680) — 4 miles north, 3
miles west of Lidgerwood. Small pike
when Wild Rice River overflows. (No
ramp).

Lake Elsie (289) — 1 mile south, 1.5 miles
west of Hankinson. Improving walleye
population, along with crappie. Small-
mouth bass and channel catfish are a
bonus. Walleye length restriction in place.
(Fishing pier).

Lueck Lake (622) — 4 miles east, 2 miles
south, 1 mile east, .5 miles south of Lidg-
erwood. Mixed sizes of perch. Walleye up
to 7 pounds. Walleye length restriction in
place. (No ramp).

Mooreton Pond (288) — 2 miles east of
Mooreton. Abundant small bluegill, plus
walleye, perch and catfish. Trout stocked
annually. (Fishing pier).

Reiland Lake (729) - 3 miles north, .5
miles east of Lidgerwood. No recent infor-

mation. (No ramp).

Shriner Lake (754) — 4.5 miles south,

.25 miles east of Lidgerwood. No recent
information. (No ramp).

Silver Lake (681) — 2 miles north, 2 miles
west of Lidgerwood. Small pike when
Wild Rice River overflows. (No ramp).
Strege Lake (727) - 3.5 miles east, 1.5
miles south, .5 miles west of Lidgerwood.
No recent information. (No ramp).
Vislisel Lake (728) — 1 mile north, 2 miles
east, 1 mile north, .5 miles west of Lidger-
wood. 9-inch perch and small walleye. (No
ramp).

Wahl Lake (523) — 2 miles south of Lidg-
erwood. Produces bluegill, perch and the
occasional pike. (No ramp).

West Moran Lake (669) — 2 miles east, .5
miles south of Lidgerwood. Good walleye
population, along with crappie and perch.
Walleye length restriction in place. (No
ramp).

Willard Lake (648) — 1 mile south, 2
miles west of Hankinson. Partial winterkill
2012-13. Pike population may be reduced.
(No ramp).

SARGENT COUNTY

Alkali Lake (302) - 3 miles south of
Cayuga. Regulated walleye fishery. Devel-
oping crappie population.

Bergh Slough (647) — 1.5 miles south, 2.5
miles east of Forman. No recent informa-
tion. (No ramp).

Buffalo Lake (307) — 6 miles north, 1 mile
east of Rutland. Good walleye and crappie
populations. Walleye length restriction in
place.

Consolidated Lake (651) — 2.5 miles
south, 3 miles east of Forman. Mostly
larger pike and walleye. A few large crap-
pie. (No ramp).

Fiala Lake (571) - 1 mile west, 2 miles
south of Forman. No recent information.
(No ramp).

Kraft Slough (643) — 1 mile south, 9 miles
east, 1 mile north, .5 miles west of Oakes.
Developing walleye fishery. Abundant
small perch.

Lake Tewaukon (305) — 5 miles south of
Cayuga. Good walleye and northern pike
populations, and a few whopper crappie.
(Fishing pier).

Lake Walstead (667) — 2.5 miles south, 1
mile east, .5 miles south of Forman. No
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recent information. (No ramp).

Ole Breum Lake (744) - 5 miles north, 2
miles east of Rutland. Abundant small- to
medium-sized perch. Walleye recently
introduced. (No ramp).

Silver Lake (303) — 3 miles west, 2 miles
south of Rutland. No recent information.
(Fishing pier).

Sprague Lake (309) — 6 miles west, 4 miles
south, 1.5 miles west of Cayuga. Abundant
northern pike and some fair-sized walleye.
Tosse Slough (679) — 7.5 miles south,

1 mile east, 2 miles south, 1 mile east of
Geneseo. Small walleye in poor condition.
Developing crappie population. Walleye
length restriction in place.

STUTSMAN COUNTY

Alkali Lake (539) — 11 miles north, 5
miles east, 1 mile south of Jamestown.
Partial summerkill in 2013. No recent
information. (No ramp).

Arrowwood Lake (344) — 3 miles south, 5
miles west of Kensal. No recent informa-
tion. (No ramp).

Bader Lake (427) — 4 miles south, 1 mile
east of 1-94 Exit 228. Some small walleye
and pike. New boat ramp in 2012.
Barnes Lake (346) — 1 mile east, 6 miles
north of Woodworth. Pike and walleye
present.

Big Mallard Marsh (599) — 9 miles north, 1
mile east of Woodworth. Mostly medium-
sized walleye. Pike not as abundant.

Clark Lake (340) - 5 miles west, 2 miles
north of Woodworth. Pike, walleye and
perch present.

Cleveland Slough (665) — .5 miles south

of Cleveland along County Road 67. Perch

up to 12 inches, occasional 30-inch pike.
(No ramp).

Crystal Springs (179) - 1 mile east of
Crystal Springs. Decent pike, walleye and
small perch.

Hehn-Schaffer Lake (459) — 4 miles
north of Gackle. Pike, walleye and perch
present. (Fishing pier).

Hoggarth Dam (576) — 3 miles west, 3
miles south of Courtenay. Excellent perch
population. (No ramp).

Jamestown Reservoir (341) - 2 miles
north of Jamestown. Walleye average 1
pound, pike average 5 pounds, crappie
average a half pound. Small walleye and
pike in poor condition. (Fishing pier).
Jim Lake (342) - 6 miles east of Pingree.
No recent information. (No ramp).

Little Britches Pond (492) — Next to
Jamestown Reservoir marina. Annual trout
introductions provide good action for
youth. (No ramp).

Mud and Pearl Lakes (730) - 8 miles
north, 3 miles west, 2 miles north, .3 miles
east of Medina. Potential of 6- to 15-inch
perch. (No ramp).

Pipestem Reservoir (348) — 5 miles
northwest, .8 miles west, 1 mile south of
Jamestown. Partial winterkill in 2012-13.

- — i - i
w Be it the Missourt River or a local lake, there are..
numerous shore-fishing epportunities in the state.

i
EY SALWEY

Game fish populations reduced except for
crappie.

R and M Lake (579) — 4 miles east, 5 miles
north of Buchanan. Excellent walleye
fishery. (No ramp).

Reule Lake (607) — 5 miles west, .5 miles
north of Medina. Excellent walleye popu-
lation. (No ramp).

Spiritwood Lake (343) — 10 miles north,
4 miles east of Jamestown. Walleye and
perch populations improving slightly. Still
a good destination for trophy smallmouth
bass. Catch-and-release recommended.
(Fishing pier).

Streeter Lake (460) — South side of
Streeter. No recent information.

Sunday Lake (649) — 1.5 miles west, 3
miles north of Woodworth. No recent
information. (No ramp).

RIVERS AND LAKES

Bois de Sioux River (412) — Southeast
corner of state in Richland County. Good
catfish and walleye populations. (No
ramp).

James River (400) — Southeastern part of
the state. Excellent shore-fishing opportu-
nities at lowhead dams and bridge cross-
ings where pike and walleye congregate.
Red River (411) - Eastern edge of state.
Excellent catfish along with walleye and
pike. Bigger catfish tend to be farther
north. (Fishing pier).

Sheyenne River (397) — Southeastern part
of state. Excellent fishing where access
permits. (Fishing pier).

Wild Rice River (409) - Southeastern part
of state. Excellent fishing for walleye at
crossings downstream from Lake Tewau-

kon. (No ramp).

MISSOURI RIVER SYSTEM
Dave Fryda, Missouri River System supervi-
sor, Riverdale

NORTHERN PIKE

Lake Sakakawea/Lake Oahe — Sakakawea
and Oahe’s pike populations expanded in
the 1990s as a result of excellent spawn-
ing success, and then declined throughout
a drought period in the mid-2000s. This
classic boom/bust cycle has again come
full circle as the number of young pike
produced in 2009 was the highest in more
than 30 years. Pike abundance today is

% higher than ever in both reservoirs.
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FISHING WATERS REPORT

The population, however, is still matur-
ing and anglers looking for trophy pike
will need to be patient for a few more
years. In 2014, anglers will find large num-
bers of pike in the 6- to 8-pound range,
with a few large fish in the mix. Lake
Oahe currently has larger overall pike than
those in Lake Sakakawea, but either reser-
voir can produce a trophy pike at any time.

WALLEYE

Lake Sakakawea — Lake Sakakawea’s wall-
eye fishery was outstanding in 2012 and
continued into 2013 with exceptional fish-
ing throughout the year. Improved forage
conditions and a more balanced predator/
prey ratio have allowed Sakakawea walleye
to improve dramatically in body condi-
tion and growth rates. However, forage
abundance and fish condition has declined
somewhat in the wake of the 2011 flood.
'This reduction in forage likely played a big
role in the exceptional bite experienced in
2013.

During the mid-2000s, poor forage
led to slow growth and the population
was dominated by small fish. Fortunately,
conditions improved greatly and those
small fish are now growing to sizes desired
by anglers.

Today, the population contains a
healthy percentage of fish exceeding 20
inches. Additionally, the 2010 year-class
was exceptional and has grown well and
is beginning to dominate the fishery. In
2014, anglers will begin catching this
abundant group of fish with many in the
16-inch range.

Missouri River/Lake Oahe - The fishery
downstream of Garrison Dam to the
South Dakota border was exceptional prior
to and immediately following the flood of
2011. However, anglers will continue to
find a different fishery in 2014 than they
did just a few years ago.

Fishing may be seasonally good in
the coming year due to depressed forage
conditions. However, anglers should expect
to encounter far fewer large walleye and
the catch will likely be dominated by small
fish. In addition, the overall abundance of
walleye continues to decline as the preda-
tor/prey imbalance begins to correct itself.

CATFISH

Upper Lake Sakakawea, Missouri River
(above the reservoir) and Yellowstone
River — A strong catfish population, with
some fish exceeding 10 pounds. This is
where anglers will find the best chance

to catch a big cat in the Missouri River
System. Anglers who target the area from
Williston to the Missouri River and Yel-
lowstone River confluence are generally
quite successful during the open water sea-
son, and fair numbers of catfish are caught
through the ice.

Lake Sakakawea — Good population of
cats throughout the reservoir, but the best
numbers and fishing success are in the
upper end. Catfish abundance in Lake
Sakakawea generally increased during the
last drought and likewise began to increase
again in 2012 due to declining lake eleva-
tions. The 2013 adult fish survey docu-
mented the highest catch rate of catfish
ever for Lake Sakakawea.

Garrison Dam Tailrace — Provides some
good fishing for smaller catfish, especially
in summer. Cats from this area are great
table fare thanks to relatively cold water
throughout summer.

Missouri River, south of Garrison

Dam - Catfish are abundant in this reach,
and good fishing often occurs around the
mouths of tributaries and well upstream
during good flow conditions.

SALMON
Missouri River System — The Missouri
River salmon fishery was greatly affected
by high water in 2011, but recovered dra-
matically in 2012, with exceptional salmon
fishing on Lake Sakakawea throughout
the year, with an abundance of quality
fish harvested by anglers. Salmon fishing
slowed somewhat in 2013 as a result of
the 2011 flood. The majority of salmon
available in the 2013 run were from those
smolts stocked during the 2011 flood, but
high entrainment, or passage of those fish
through Garrison Dam, likely resulted in
the reduced salmon run the past year.
While habitat conditions and forage
abundance remain good, the quality of the
Lake Sakakawea salmon fishery in 2014 is
unknown. The effects of entrainment from
the 2011 flood should begin to greatly
diminish beginning in 2014.

WHITE BASS

Missouri River System — Lake Oahe
typically has a much better white bass
fishery than Lake Sakakawea. White bass,
however, experienced a severe die-off in
Oahe a few years ago and have not fully
recovered. Natural reproduction was
exceptional in 2009, but a large die-off
of young bass was also reported. Overall,
white bass abundance remains well below
past levels.

A nice Chinook salmon
taken from Lake
Sakakawea by Bernard
Bailey of Bismarck.
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SMALLMOUTH BASS

Lake Sakakawea — Similar
to northern pike, smallmouth
bass abundance declined

due to low water and poor
spawning habitat. However,
reproduction was exceptional
beginning in 2008, and
anglers have been encounter-
ing good numbers of fish in
the last couple of years.

In 2012, anglers caught a
high number of Whopper-
sized smallmouth bass from
Sakakawea. Catches of large
smallmouth bass declined in
2013, but the abundance and
size of smallmouth should
remain good in 2014.

TROUT

Garrison Dam Tailrace —The
Tailrace continues to produce
trophy brown, rainbow and
cutthroat trout. Rainbow trout
have done especially well,
with good numbers of 5- to 10-pound fish
caught by anglers.

'The Tailrace brown trout fishery has
slowed in recent years, but still contains
world-class-sized fish. A 20-pound brown
is always a possibility.

Cutthroat trout have not done quite so
well in recent years. Following their initial
boom in the early 2000s, the popula-
tion has declined in numbers and quality
despite continued stocking.

DEVILS LAKE BASIN

Randy Hiltner, district fisheries supervisor,
and Todd Caspers, fisheries biologist, both
Devils Lake

WALLEYE

Devils Lake — Walleye population contin-
ues to thrive. Reproduction in recent years
has been good and there are many fish of
less than 15 inches. The number of 15- to
20-inch walleye is starting to increase as
well because the record 2009 year-class is
beginning grow into this size group. The
number of walleye over 20 inches is lower
than that of smaller fish, but these larger
fish are right around their long-term aver-
age. The number of larger walleye would

likely be better, but weak hatches from
2003-05 likely contributed to this lower
abundance.

Stump Lake — Walleye are doing well.
There is a variety of sizes, with most of
the fish between 12-18 inches, and many
around 14 inches. Larger fish are available
as well.

Lake Irvine — Walleye are doing well. Fish
are abundant, with many sizes available,
including good numbers over 20 inches.

NORTHERN PIKE
Devils Lake — A naturally reproducing
northern pike population will continue to
provide great angler opportunities in 2014.
Pike are abundant and found throughout
the lake, particularly in shallower areas.
Most pike are between 20-28 inches, but
fish up to about 42 inches are present in the
lake. Northern pike are an underutilized
fish in Devils Lake, so anglers should not
be shy about keeping their limit.
Stump Lake — Northern pike are abundant.
Most of the pike are medium-sized, but
there are some larger fish available.
Lake Irvine — Northern pike are abundant.
Most fish are medium-sized, but there are
some larger pike present. Pike in Irvine are
underutilized, so anglers should not be shy
about keeping their limit.

YELLOW PERCH

Devils Lake - The number
of yellow perch in Devils
Lake is increasing. The strong
hatches of 2006 and 2007 are
now the jumbo-sized perch
that anglers love, and their
numbers are good. Fish from
the abundant 2011 year-class
are about 9 inches.

Assuming that there are
good numbers of the jumbos
left after winter, and the
smaller fish keep growing
well, 2014 should produce
some good perch fishing.

There was also a record-
setting perch hatch in 2013,
so if these fish can escape
predators, there may be some
very good perch fishing com-
ing in four years or so when
these fish reach an attractive
size.

Stump Lake — Perch num-
bers are increasing. Strong hatches in
2006, 2007, 2009 and 2011 have produced
a good perch population.

There should be good perch fishing
opportunities in 2014, as there are good
numbers of 8- to 12-inch fish, with some
larger ones mixed in. Like Devils Lake,
there was also a record-setting hatch in
2013, so if these fish can escape predators,
there may be some very good perch fishing
to look forward to down the road.

Lake Irvine — Perch numbers are low, but
the few fish in the lake tend to be larger.
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WHITE BASS

Devils Lake - White bass numbers have
increased a bit from a recent low, but they
are still a bit lower than average and much
lower than their last boom in 2007-08.
Bass are still relatively common and good-
sized, as most are between 12-17 inches,
but there are still some larger fish available.
White bass numbers should remain some-
what low in the near future as they have
not had a strong hatch in several years.
Stump Lake — White bass numbers are
low.

Lake Irvine — White bass numbers are
low, but fish are good-sized.
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2013
FISH STOCKJN@_

REPORT [

All numbers more than 1,000 are rounded
to the nearest 1,000. Stocked fish are
fingerlings unless otherwise noted.

In 2013, about
193,000 Chinook
salmon were stocked.
in Lake Sakakawea. &
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BLACK CRAPPIE

Lake Ashtabula, Barnes County.................
Harmon Lake, Morton County....
Sprague Lake, Sargent County.....
Lake Tewaukon, Sargent County .
Rice Lake, Ward County (adult) ................c.....

GgesellEake, WellsiGoum ty. 1% SN T L
Harvey Dam, Wells County
Hurdsfield-Tuffy Lake, Wells County .......... 30,000
BLUEGILL
Pheasant Lake, Dickey County (adult).............. 100
Tanberg Dam, Divide County (adult) ............... 690
Camels Hump Lake, Golden Valley County

(adule)y M 8.1 L E W ot o Ty 450

Williams Creek Dam, Golden Valley County

(adtil )l L AL s N SO TN W NN | e B 8 5T
Larson Lake, Hettinger County (adult)...
Lake Holmes, McLean County (adult)...........

Hazen Creek, Mercer County (adult)................
VMeCuskCanalli@dule)f+ Sttt 5
Glenburn Pond, Renville County (adult)
South (Hoffer) McClusky, Sheridan County

{adultipieedt 8= St W e e 2,000
Cedar Lake, Slope County (adult)......c......ccuuce.. 70

RicellakeWardiCounty(adult R =" B 460
South Carlson Lake, Ward County (adult).......

State Fair Pond, Ward County (adult)
Tioga Dam, Williams County (adult)

CHANNEL CATFISH

Mirror Lake, Adams County (adult) ................. 103
OWLS Pond, Burleigh County (adult) ............. 135
Watford City Park Pond, McKenzie County
(Qdult)o, Yo st T B T ES A Ll 100
Gacebe Pond, Morton County (adult).................. 94
Cedar Lake, Slope County (adult)
Belfield Pond, Stark County (adult) .................. 100
Dickinson Dike, Stark County (adulf)............... 150
CRAPPIE

Lueck Lake, Richland County (adult)................ 517
CUTTHROAT TROUT

Northgate Dam, Burke County (adulf) ............. v.5)
Fish Creek Dam, Morton County...........ccc...... 700
VI SSOU AR IVE gt et st S5, 5 A 17,000
Kettle Lake, Williams County (adult)................ 125
CHINOOK SALMON

Lake Sakakawea (Smolt).......ccccovvveerevennn. 193,000

FATHEAD MINNOW

Clearwater Lake, Mountrail County
(adale)t = T A= CEROEM TS & Y A Teih 105,000
Mooreton Pond, Richland County (adult)....22,300

GIZZARD SHAD

VhisSourigReiver(adult) i St Se sun S T D 245
FalkS@aher(atult) L ewWa =t L4 2 LEN SNy 150
LARGEMOUTH BASS
OWLS Pond, Burleigh County (adult)............. 243
Baukol-Noonan Dam, Divide County ........... 1,000
Baukol-Noonan East Mine Pond, Divide

(COUNTY iy oW SO I 1 1 12 0 w3 500

Sather Dam, McKenzie County (adult) ............ 160
Sather Dam, McKenzie County..........c.cco.e.. 2,000
Sweet Briar Lake, Morton County (adult) ........ 264
Belfield Pond, Stark County (adult) .................. i3
PURE MUSKELLUNGE

Red Willow Lake, Griggs County..................... 300
East Park Lake, McLean County................... 2,000
TIGER MUSKELLUNGE

Brauh- ok CAEorani G ot swerte I K 5k 250
Lake Audubon, McLean County................... 9,457

NORTHERN PIKE

Mirror Lake, Adams County (adult)
Mirror Lake, Adams County............
Lake Ashtabula, Barnes County.................
Carbury Dam, Bottineau County.................
Gascoyne Lake, Bowman County
PowersiEake,‘BurkeiGotntyma iyl LS S8 2
Cottonwood Park Pond, Burleigh County

ladult): B o SRS AL L L T 230
Juanita Lake; FosteriCounty 'z . 48 51008 51,000
Eelenilake, fKidderiGountyaetes it ¥ s SN 62,000
FakeTsabeld{idded County SHE S S 20,000
NorthiJasperikidder County. < & SLELELS 21,000
Lake No. 5, Kidder County ... 525000
Leno Lake, Kidder County .............. ..30,000
Long Alkaline Lake, Kidder County............ 39,000
North Des Moines Lake, Kidder County.....18,000
Beaveriliake, LogamiCountyw: .t o oo s 49,000
West Lake Napoleon, Logan County........... 42,000
Wetzel Lake, Logan County
Lake Hoskins, Mclntosh County................. 22,000
Camp Lake, McLean County .........onnitee 15,000
Pake'GertieXMELeaniGounty. =5rs 1 s, 23,000
Clearwater Lake, Mountrail County ............ 11,000
Stanley Reservoir, Mountrail County...........27,000
McVille Dam, Nelson County ..........ccceeecuene 6,000

Silver Creek Dam, Nelson County................. 2,000
Island Lake, Rolette County 4
School Section Lake, Rolette County........... 31,000
Coal Mine Lake, Sheridan County..............
Wolf Lake, Sheridan County............ 2
Cedar Lake, Slope County (adult)....

Uedariliake; SlopeiCoumnty= L1511 LSRN E
Finley Dam (Lynch Lake), Steele County......1,000
South Golden Lake, Steele County.............. 27,000
Sykeston Dam, Wells County..........c.c.ccu..... 11,000
East Spring Lake Pond, Williams County

(adulp®t. ot > Lo S AW E VT Rty § gt S0 212
Tioga Dam, Williams County........c.c.ccceeeun 7,000

RAINBOW TROUT

North Lemmon, Adams County..........ccccec...
BlumersPondyBarfics' County & = m- Sl S
Hatchery Kids Pond, Barnes County ..
Moon Iake; Barnes County.d sttt 0 i s
Strawberry Lake, Bottineau County..................
Lutz Dam, Bowman County
NorthgatefDamsBurke!Contty: 15 e 00
Cottonwood Park Pond, Burleigh County ........ 700

McDowell Dam, Burleigh County.................... 700
OWLS Pond, BurleighiCounty....... ...t 1 815
North Woodhaven Pond, Cass County (adult)..133
North Woodhaven Pond, Cass County ............. 700
Langdon City Pond, Cavalier County............... 350
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Baukol-Noonan Dam, Divide County ........... 3,000
Beach City Pond, Golden Valley County .......... 350
Camels Hump Lake, Golden Valley County

@bl E e ey CF E 50 Slvee il B 0y wi | 190
Camels Hump Lake, Golden Valley County..3,000
Ryan Park Pond, Grand Forks County.............. 700
Raleigh Reservoir, Grant County.......... ..3,000
Sheep Creek Dam, Grant County..... ..4,000
Castle Rock Dam, Hettinger County................ 700
Mott Watershed Dam, Hettinger County......... 700
Blumhardt Dam, Mclntosh County............... 1,000

Wattord City Park Pond, McKenzie County.....350
CusterMineMcBean/Coun ty. .- as. 51w 2
Lightning Lake, McLean County......... El
Riverdale City Pond, McLean County..
Harmony Lake, Mercer County............ 7
Haze@reek; Viercer Coulrty St Jos s AL b
Crown Butte Dam, Morton County ..............
Fish Creek Dam, Morton County x
Gadbe Pond, Morton-Couhtys 3. oa.ccobitcl L )
Harmon Lake, Morton County.........cccceccuce
Krieg’s Pond, Morton County ........
Little Heart Pond, Morton County...
Nygren Dam, Morton County .......
Porsborg Dam, Morton County..........cccccevunee
Stanley Pond, Mountrail County............cccc....
Missouri River
Turtle River ....
Oliver County Sportsmen’s Pond, Oliver

@onn i L L LA SN LI 200
Glenburn Pond, Renville County...................... 350
Mooreton Pond, Richland County (adult)
Mooreton Pond, Richland County................. 2,000
[{Goken [iakefRolettel@dunty et L 0.7, 100 1,000
Lake Udall, Rolette County

WDayis.ans Sl Spel@oumn s ater s . sty
BeltjeldsPandiatankd@aingy. ... | £ . o et
Dickinson Dike, Stark County (adult)...
Dickinson Dike, Stark County...............
Little Britches Pond, Stutsman County
S tateyEai RondisVVard CouT) by ok s
Velva Sportsmen’s Pond, Ward County .............
Kettle Lake, Williams County
Kota-Ray Dam, Williams County..................
McGregor Dam, Williams County ................
West Spring Lake Pond, Williams County.......350

SMALLMOUTH BASS

Lake Darling, Renville County (adult).............. 149
WALLEYE

Lake Ashtabula, Barnes County................. 329,000
IVioonilbake! Barness@otntys. =t M rmee Sy ) 5,000
Wood Lake, Benson County ... 15154000
Long Lake, Bottineau County................0... 25,000
Lake Metigoshe, Bottineau County (adult)....1,000
Lake Metigoshe, Bottineau County ........... 200,000
Bowman-Haley Dam, Bowman County ....205,000
Northgate Dam, Burke County...........c....... 15,000
Short Creek Dam, Burke County................. 17,000
Smishek Lake, Burke County....s...o.oi b 25,000
Crimmins WPA, Burleigh County (fry)..... 100,000
Lindemann Lake, Cass County.................... 27,000
Mount Carmel Dam, Cavalier County......... 50,000
Pheasant Lake, Dickey County .................... 27,000

Wilson Dam, Dickey County
Ikl oAl mil COun e |

EakelCoclEddy Countyst Hes Trtee Ao 66,000
Warsing Dam, Eddy County................ce..... 11,000
Rice Lake, Emmons County ...

Dry Lake, Foster County
Odland Dam, Golden Valley County........... 17,000
Fordville Dam, Grand Forks County............
Larimore Dam, Grand Forks County...........10,000
Heart Butte Reservoir (Lake Tschida), Grant
County=. F S g i - SRS L et 321,000
Sheep Creek Dam, Grant County... ...14,000
Lake Addie, Griggs County ............ ...29,000
Red Willow Lake, Griggs County......
Indian Creek Dam, Hettinger County......... 30,000
Alkaline Lake, Kidder County.
hrettimJ¥aketiRid derd@un iy Iy 0 L L3

Lake Geneva, Kidder County (fry)............. 100,000
Jasper Lake, Kidder County

Lake Josephine, Kidder County.................... 56,000
Rafferty Lake, Kidder County (fry).............. 20,000
Remmick Lake, Kidder County ...... ...54,000

Round Lake, Kidder County....... ...20,000
Sibley Lake, Kidder County...............
Trautmann Lake, Kidder County (fry) ......... 50,000
Vogel WPA, Kidder County (fry)....
Woodhouse Lake, Kidder County................
Boom Lake (Marion Lake), LLaMoure

Twin Lakes, LaMoure County
Logan (Mueller) WMA, Logan County

(87 ercoren s o Bt a8 R 200,000
Marvin Miller Lake, Logan County ...51,000
Mundt Lake, Logan County ...........ccc...cc..... 34,000
Thomilfa kel opan Gonmty st WL N A in 11 11,000
Wentz WPA, Logan County (fry).............. 200,000
Buffalo Lodge Lake, McHenry County .....100,000
Round Lake, McHenry County ................. 106,000
Coldwater Lake, McIntosh County ............. 21,000

Dorfman Lake, McIntosh County ..... ....101,000
Dry Lake, McIntosh County........... ....199,000
Green Lake, McIntosh County ....................
Lehr WMA, MclIntosh County ...................
Lake Audubon, McLean County ....
Crooked Lake, McLean County ..................
Sweet Briar Lake, Morton County...............
White Earth Dam, Mountrail County......... 22,000
Stump Lake, Nelson County

Tolna Dam, Nelson County .....
EakesSakalaWed B2 L8 WL iy L0 LT
Clear llakeNRiares Countyl S t.5 MWE L E=a.
Lesmeister Lake, Pierce County

Cavanaugh Lake, Ramsey County.................. 7,000
Lake Darling, Renville County..........c........ 495,000
Elm Lake, Richland County.
FakeyBlsiedRichlandsGountyshw 02 S L0 29,000
GrassilLake,Richland!'County i umt A 050 52,000
Gullys Slough, Richland County. ...32,000
Elaus Lake, Richland Gounty 5L 20 o 5,000
Horseshoe Lake, Richland County.. ...20,000
Lueck Lake, Richland County...................... 17,000
Strege Lake, Richland County ..............c...... 10,000
‘Wahl Lake, Richland County

West Moran Lake, Richland County ........... 11,000
Dion Lake, Rolette County
Upsilon Lake, Rolette County..
Alkali Lake, Sargent County...........cooueuinie 18,000
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Buffalo Lake, Sargent County..................... 30,000
Consolidated Lake, Sargent County............. 13,000
Kraft Slough, Sargent County............c.c....... 93,000
Ole Breum Lake, Sargent County................ 10,000
Sprague Lake, Sargent County...........cccccuc.. 27,000
Lake Tewaukon, Sargent County ...............182,000
Tosse Slough, Sargent County......cccccovunec.. 20,000
Lake Richard, Sheridan County................... 51,000
South (Hoffer) McClusky, Sheridan
County 3. # S f1E S i 5

Stober Lake, Sheridan County
Froelich DamySioux @ounty. ..ot -t <amueves
Dickinson Reservoir (Patterson Lake),
STATkA (GOUTITY e, i i Lt =

North Golden Lake, Steele County.
South Golden Lake, Steele County..............
Bader Lake, Stutsman County ........
Barnes Lake, Stutsman County....................

Big Mallard Marsh, Stutsman County ......... 50,000
Clark Lake, Stutsman County.....i....ccceuucac.. 15,000
Crystal Springs, Stutsman County ............... 15,000
Hehn-Schaffer Lake, Stutsman County.......11,000
Jamestown Reservoir, Stutsman County.....150,000
Pipestem Reservoir, Stutsman County ....... 100,000

Reule Luake, Stutsmani@Gountyie t %1 L5 60,000
Spiritwood Lake, Stutsman County............. 41,000
Armourdale Dam, Towner County............... 10,000
Bisbee Dam-Big Coulee, Towner County....30,000
Bylin“Dam} WalshxEouney i A= A0 2 5 9,000
Matejcek Dam, Walsh County .................... 20,000
Hiddenwood Lake, Ward County ................ 19,000
GooseEakeyWells County .~ 5ok L iM%

I aryeyzDamyWellsiCountye 8 5 A
Hurdsfield-Tuffy Lake, Wells County .
Blacktail Dam, Williams County
Epping-Springbrook Dam, Williams

Countya - T u e 0 s amd 23,000
Kota-Ray Dam, Williams County.................. 4,000
McGregor Dam, Williams County ................ 8,000

MecLeod (Ray) Reservoir, Williams County...8,000

WHITE BASS

OWLS Pond, Burleigh County (adult)................ 75
Porsborg Dam, Morton County (adult)............... 90
WHITE CRAPPIE

Rice Lake, Ward County (adult) ..........cccccceuueece. 84

YELLOW PERCH
Lake Ashtabula, Barnes County (adult) ......... 5,000

Bowman-Haley Dam, Bowman County

(adulC)mr s T ST wa Lol sin W) Lk 5 2,000
TAD Lake, Dickey County (adult)......
Skjermo Lake, Divide County (adult)...........
Tanberg Dam, Divide County (adult) ............ 2,000
Odland Dam, Golden Valley County

(adult)r. SBENEEAAY L 2L b b e
Larson Lake, Hettinger County (adult)..........
Lake Holmes, McLean County (adult)...........
Krieg’s Pond, Morton County (adult)................

McClusky Canal (adult) X

Wesmeister Lake, Pierce County (adult)......... ,000
Lake Elsie, Richland County (adult).............. 4,000
Lueck Lake, Richland County (adult)............ 1,000

Mooreton Pond, Richland County (adult)......1,000

South (Hoffer) McClusky, Sheridan County
(adul) LELER o 8 LY RA G dso UL As

West Martin, Sheridan County (adult) ..........

Cedar Lake, Slope County (adult)..................

Dickinson Reservoir (Patterson Lake), Stark

(Cout Gt o WS R L 5,000
Pipestem Reservoir, Stutsman County
(@du )i G = " =T = Sd s S g SR 4,000

Schock Lake, Stutsman County (adult).......... 5,000
Spiritwood Lake, Stutsman County (adult)....5,000
Rice Lake, Ward County (adult) ............ccccccu.ee. 835
South Carlson Lake, Ward County (adult)........ 180
State Fair Pond, Ward County (adult)...............
Harvey Dam, Wells County (adult)..............
Cottonwood Lake, Williams County
(Craulld) ! 1 e 4 BB NTT ey o
Tioga Dam, Williams County (adult) ....

CRAIG BIHRLE

Pure and tiger
muskellunge were stocked
in four North Dakota
lakes last year.
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MISSOURI RIVER SY

-,

Following is a list of boating access sites
on the Missouri River System in North
Dakota. All sites have a boat ramp, cour-
tesy dock and restrooms unless otherwise
noted. For updated access information,
check the North Dakota Game and Fish
Department’s website (gf.nd.gov) or con-
tact the appropriate managing authority
noted at the end of each listing.

1. SUNDHEIM PARK - 2 miles west of
Cartwright on ND Highway 200, on
west side of Yellowstone River and south
side of ND Highway 200. Paved access
road, no courtesy docks, primitive camp-
ing, security lights, picnic shelter, trash
receptacles — McKenzie County Park
Board.

2. CONFLUENCE AREA - 1.5 miles
south of Buford on ND Highway 1804.
Paved access road, developed and primi-
tive camping, security lights, picnic shel-
ter, trash receptacles — Williams County
WRD.

3. LEWIS AND CLARK BRIDGE - 4
miles west of Williston on U.S. Highway
2, 3 miles south on U.S. Highway 85, on
south side of Missouri River, and east
side of U.S. Highway 85. Paved access
road, no courtesy docks, security lights,
picnic shelter — North Dakota Game
and Fish Department.

4. LEWIS AND CLARK STATE
PARK - 16 miles east of Williston on
ND Highway 1804, then 3 miles south.
Paved access road, fish cleaning facil-
ity, developed and primitive camping,
security lights, picnic shelter, trash

6.

8.

receptacles, concession, lodging, access
tee, RV dump station — North Dakota

Parks and Recreation.

. WHITETAIL BAY (LUND’S LAND-

ING) - 22 miles east of Williston on
ND Highway 1804. Paved access road,
fish cleaning facility, developed camp-
ing, security lights, picnic shelter, trash
receptacles, concession, lodging, boat
rental — Williams County Park Board.
TOBACCO GARDEN CREEK BAY
— 2 miles east of Watford City on ND
Highway 23, then 25 miles north and
east on ND Highway 1806. Paved access
road, fish cleaning facility, developed and
primitive camping, security lights, picnic
shelter, trash receptacles, concession,
lodging, RV dump station — McKenzie
County Park Board.

. LITTLE BEAVER BAY - 32 miles

northwest of New Town on ND High-
way 1804, then 3 miles south. Gravel
access road, fish cleaning facility, devel-
oped and primitive camping, security
lights, picnic shelter, trash receptacles —
Williams County Park Board.
WHITE EARTH BAY - 28 miles
northwest of New Town on ND High-
way 1804, then 2 miles south, 1 mile
east, 3 miles south, 3 miles east. Gravel
access road, fish cleaning facility, devel-
oped and primitive camping, security
lights, picnic shelter, trash receptacles,
concession, RV dump station — Moun-

trail County Park Board.

. SANISH BAY (AFTEM) - 1 mile

north, 2 miles west of New Town.
Gravel access road, no restrooms — New

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Town Park Board/Aftem Development.
NEW TOWN MARINA - 2 miles
west of New Town on ND Highway 23.
Paved access road, fish cleaning facil-
ity, developed and primitive camping,
security lights, picnic shelter, trash
receptacles, concession, RV dump sta-
tion — New Town Marina Association.
FOUR BEARS - 4 miles west of New
Town on ND Highway 23. Paved access
road, fish cleaning facility, developed
and primitive camping, security lights,
picnic shelter, trash receptacles, conces-
sion, lodging, RV dump station — Three
Affiliated Tribes.

POUCH POINT - 7 miles south, 2
miles east, 2 miles south, 1 mile east, 3
miles south of New Town. Paved access
road, developed and primitive camp-
ing, security lights, picnic shelter, trash
receptacles, concession — Three Affiliated
Tribes.

LITTLEFIELD BAY - 5 miles south,
2 miles east of New Town. Gravel access
road, no restrooms, no courtesy docks —
North Dakota Game and Fish Depart-
ment.

VAN HOOK - 5 miles east of New
Town on ND Highway 23, then 2 miles
south. Paved access road, fish clean-

ing facility, developed and primitive
camping, security lights, picnic shelter,
trash receptacles, concession, RV dump
station — Mountrail County Park Board.
PARSHALL BAY - 3 miles west, 1
mile south, 3 miles west, 1 mile south,

2 miles west of Parshall. Paved access
road, fish cleaning facility, developed
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

1)
\ .1"?' ..-' .jl.'."l
e

r 4]
-

and primitive camping, security lights,
picnic shelter, trash receptacles, conces-
sion, boat rental, RV dump station —
Mountrail County Park Board.
SKUNK BAY - 14 miles northeast of
Mandaree. Gravel access road, devel-
oped and primitive camping, conces-
sion, lodging — Three Affiliated Tribes/
Roads Maker, Inc..

DEEP WATER CREEK BAY - 14
miles south of Parshall on ND High-
way 37, then either 1 mile south to the
corps ramp or 2.5 miles west and .5
miles south to the county ramp. Gravel
access road, primitive camping, security
lights, picnic shelter, trash recep-

tacles — U.S. Army Corps of Engineers/
McLean County Park Board.

HALE MARINA - 18 miles southeast
of Mandaree. Gravel access road, no
restrooms, no courtesy docks — Three
Affiliated Tribes.

MCKENZIE BAY - 22 miles south-
east of Mandaree. Gravel access road,
fish cleaning facility, developed and
primitive camping, security lights,
picnic shelter, trash receptacles, conces-
sion, lodging, RV dump station — Wat-
ford City Park Board.

LITTLE MISSOURI BAY - 16 miles
northeast of Dunn Center. Gravel
access road, security lights — Dunn
County Park Board.

CHARGING EAGLE BAY - 12
miles north of Halliday on ND High-
way 8, then 10 miles west on BIA No.
22. Gravel access road, no restrooms,
fish cleaning facility, primitive camp-
ing, trash receptacles — Three Affiliated
Tribes.

INDIAN HILLS RESORT - 11
miles west of White Shield on ND
Highway 1804, then 3 miles south.
Gravel access road, fish cleaning facility,
developed and primitive camping,

il g e Y,
[ r

_ Mountra TS}
O b - :--E
.. 9'; <3 5 H ; = r -
v W - I 1 T
. L ﬂ‘ H_-, o _.__:_._._ - ,'_;q‘.
e ) . : ) .:Iﬂﬂ" F
o P @9 1 -
sy : o e . '8 |
Dunn ) T L Y
- Mereer !
' PESN, &
| ;
| ; ’ 3
4 ¥
security lights, picnic shelter, trash-feceL ity
tacles, concession, lodging, boat rental, sy 1 i
RV dump station — North Dakota Parks =~ d
and Recreation/Three Affiliated Tribes. = 39
23. BEAVER CREEK BAY - 12 miles '
north of Zap. Paved access road, primitive L -
camping, picnic shelter, trash receptacles : : —
— Zap City Park Board. LS : 4
24. DAKOTA WATERS RESORT - 15 = iz ‘ha
miles north of Beulah. Paved access =
road, fish cleaning facility, developed and X
primitive camping, security lights, picnic I S
shelter, trash receptacles, concession, o . &
lodging, boat rental, RV dump station — = 4 e
Dakota Waters Resort. (I g &
25. BEULAH BAY - 17 miles north of
Beulah. Paved access road, fish cleaning dump station — Hazen City Park
facility, developed and primitive camp- Board.
ing, security lights, picnic shelter, trash 29. LAKE SAKAKAWEA STATE
receptacles, lodging, RV dump station — PARK - Just east and north of Pick
Beulah City Park Board. City. Paved access road, fish clean-
26. DOUGLAS CREEK BAY - 5 miles ing facility, developed and primi-
south, 4 miles east of Emmet to corps tive camping, security lights, picnic
ramp or 2 miles south, 1 mile east, 1 shelter, trash receptacles, concession,
mile south of Emmet to county ramp. lodging, boat rental, access fee, RV
Gravel access road, primitive camping, dump station — North Dakota Parks
trash receptacles — U.S. Army Corps of and Recreation.
Engineers/McLean County Park Board. 30. GARRISON CREEK - 2 miles
27. CAMP OF THE CROSS - 4 miles west of Garrison on ND Highway
west, 1.5 miles south, 1 mile west, 1 mile 37,3 miles south, 1 mile east. Gravel
south, 1 mile west, .5 miles south of Gar- access road, no restrooms — Garrison
rison. Gravel access road, no restrooms — Cabin Association.
Camp of the Cross. 31.FORT STEVENSON STATE
28. HAZEN BAY - 14 miles north of PARK - 3 miles south of Garrison.

Hazen. Paved access road, fish cleaning
facility, developed and primitive camping,
security lights, picnic shelter, trash
receptacles, concession, lodging, RV

Paved access road, fish cleaning facil-
ity, developed and primitive camping,
security lights, picnic shelter, trash

receptacles, concession, lodging, boat
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rental, access fee, RV dump station — 41. STECKEL BOAT LANDING (WIL-  50. HAZELTON - 31 miles southeast of
North Dakota Parks and Recreation. TON) - 22 miles north of Bismarck on Bismarck on ND Highway 1804 or 13

32. STEINKE BAY - 3 miles west of the ND Highway 1804, or 5.5 miles west, 1 miles west and 2 miles north of Hazel-
junction of ND Highway 37 and U.S. mile south, and 1.5 miles west of junction ton. Campground located just south of
Highway 83, then 2 miles south. Gravel of U.S. Highway 83 and ND Highway boat ramp. Paved access road, developed
access road, primitive camping — North 36. Paved access road, primitive camping, and primitive camping, security lights,
Dakota Game and Fish Department. picnic shelter, trash receptacles — Burleigh picnic shelter, trash receptacles — U.S.

33. SPORTSMENS CENTENNIAL County Park Board. Army Corps of Engineers.

PARK -1 mile west of the junction of ~ 42. HOGE LANDING - On east side of 51. FORT RICE - 28 miles south of

ND Highway 37 and U.S. Highway 83, the Missouri River near Bismarck, 6.4 Mandan on ND Highway 1806, then .5
then 2 miles south, 1 mile west. Gravel miles north of I-94 bridge on River Road, miles east. Paved access road, fish clean-
access road, fish cleaning facility, devel- then .7 miles west and 1.5 miles south/ ing facility, primitive camping, security
oped and primitive camping, security southwest. Gravel access road, no courtesy lights, picnic shelter, trash receptacles —
lights, picnic shelter, trash receptacles, docks, picnic shelter, trash receptacles — Morton County Park Board.

concession — McLean County Park Bismarck Parks and Recreation. 52. PRAIRIE KNIGHTS MARINA - 10
Board. 43. KNIEFEL LANDING - On east side miles south of the Cannonball River

34. WEST TOTTEN TRAIL - 7 miles of the Missouri River near Bismarck, 3 on ND Highway 1806, then 3.5 miles
north of Coleharbor on U.S. Highway miles north of I-94 bridge on River Road, east. Gravel access road, fish cleaning
83, then .5 miles west, or 2 miles south then 1 mile west. Paved access road, fish facility, developed and primitive camp-
of the junction of U.S. Highway 83 and cleaning facility, security lights, picnic ing, security lights, picnic shelter, trash
ND Highway 37, then .5 miles west. shelter, trash receptacles, concession — receptacles, lodging, RV dump station —
Gravel access road — McLean County Burleigh County Park Board. Prairie Knights Casino.

Park Board. 44. GRANT MARSH BRIDGE - On east ~ 53. NORTH BEAVER BAY - 13 miles

35. WOLF CREEK - 1 mile east of side of the Missouri River near Bismarck, west of Linton on ND Highway 13,
Riverdale on ND Highway 200, then 2 south side of the I-94 bridge on River then 3 miles west, and 1 mile north.
miles north, 1 mile east, 1 mile north, .5 Road. Paved access road, security lights, Gravel access road, no restrooms — U.S.
miles east. Gravel access road, fish clean- trash receptacles — Bismarck Parks and Army Corps of Engineers.
ing facility, primitive camping, security Recreation. 54. BEAVER BAY - 13 miles west of Lin-
lights, picnic shelter, trash receptacles, 45. FOXISLAND PARK - From Washing- ton on ND Highway 13, then 2 miles
RV dump station — U.S. Army Corps of ton Street, .75 miles west on Riverwood south on ND Highway 1804. Paved
Engineers. Drive (1 block south of Expressway), access road, fish cleaning facility, devel-

36. GOVERNMENT BAY - Just north 1.5 miles south and .5 miles west. Paved oped and primitive camping, security
of Riverdale. Paved access road, fish access road, fish cleaning facility, security lights, picnic shelter, trash receptacles,
cleaning facility, developed and primitive lights, trash receptacles — Bismarck Parks concession, RV dump station — U.S.
camping, security lights, trash recep- and Recreation. Army Corps of Engineers.
tacles — U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. ~ 46. LITTLE HEART BOTTOMS 55. JENNERVILLE (RIVERY) - 13 miles

37. GARRISON DAM TAILRACE - (SCHMIDT) - 11 miles south of Man- west of Linton on ND Highway 13,
Directly below Garrison Dam. Paved dan on ND Highway 1806, then 1 mile then 6.5 miles south on ND Highway
access road, fish cleaning facility, north. Paved access road, trash receptacles 1804, and 3.5 miles west at Rivery
developed camping, security lights, trash — Morton County Park Board. turnoff. Gravel access road, no restrooms,
receptacles — U.S. Army Corps of Engi- ~ 47. KIMBALL BOTTOMS (DESERT) no courtesy docks — U.S. Army Corps of
neers. — 8 miles south of Bismarck on ND Engineers.

38. UPA SITE (STANTON) - Just west Highway 1804, then 2 miles south. Paved ~ 56. CATTAIL BAY (WINONA) - 10
of UPA Power Plant on ND Highway access road, primitive camping, picnic miles west of Strasburg, 1 mile south,
200A near Stanton. Paved access road, shelter, trash receptacles — Burleigh 7 miles west, then 1 mile north on ND
security lights, trash receptacles — City of County Park Board. Highway 1804, 2 miles west, 2 miles
Stanton. 48. GRANER BOTTOMS (SUGAR south, 1 mile west. Gravel access road,

39. WASHBURN - On east side of the LOAF) - 19 miles south of Mandan on primitive camping, trash receptacles,
Missouri River near Washburn, north of ND Highway 1806, then 1 mile east, or concession — U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
ND Highway 200A bridge. Paved access about 3 miles north of Huff. Paved access neers.
road, fish cleaning facility, primitive road, fish cleaning facility, developed and ~ 57. FORT YATES - North edge of Fort
camping, security lights, trash recepta- primitive camping, security lights, picnic Yates. Paved access road, primitive
cles, RV dump station — Washburn City shelter, trash receptacles, RV dump sta- camping, picnic shelter, trash recep-
Park Board. tion — Morton County Park Board. tacles — Standing Rock Sioux Tribe.

40. SANGER (CROSS RANCH) - Just 49. MACLEAN BOTTOMS (GUN 58. LANGELIERS BAY - 10 miles west
east of Sanger townsite on west side RANGE) - 14 miles south of Bismarck of Strasburg, 1 mile south, 7 miles west,
of Missouri River. Gravel access road, on ND Highway 1804, then 2 miles then 11 miles south on ND Highway
primitive camping, picnic shelter, trash south. Paved access road, picnic shelter, 1804, and .75 miles west. Paved access
receptacles — North Dakota Parks and trash receptacles — Burleigh County Park road, fish cleaning facility, primitive
Recreation. Board. camping, security lights, trash recep-

tacles — Emmons County Park Board.
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Following is a list of boating access
sites in the Devils Lake Basin (Lake
Irvine, Devils Lake and Stump Lake)
in North Dakota. All sites have a boat

ramp, courtesy dock and restrooms unless

otherwise noted. For updated access

information, check the North Dakota
Game and Fish Department’s website
(gf:nd.gov) or contact the appropriate

managing authority noted at the end of
each listing.

1.

PELICAN LAKE BAY - 15 miles
west of Devils Lake on ND Highway
19. Paved access road, trash recep-
tacles — North Dakota Game and Fish

Department.

. ROUND LAKE BAY -3 miles south

of Minnewaukan on U.S. Highway 281.
Paved access road, trash receptacles —
Minnewaukan Community Club.

. GRAHAMS ISLAND STATE

PARK - 10 miles west of Devils Lake
on ND Highway 19, then 6 miles
south. Paved access road, fish cleaning
facility, developed and primitive camp-
ing, security lights, picnic shelter, trash
receptacles, concession, lodging, access
fee, RV dump station — North Dakota
Parks and Recreation.

. SCHWAB LANDING -7 miles west

of Devils Lake on ND Highway 19.
Paved access road, fish cleaning facility,
developed and primitive camping, secu-
rity lights, picnic shelter, trash recep-
tacles, concession, telephone, RV dump
station — North Dakota Game and Fish
Department.

. HENEGAR LANDING -1 mile

west of Devils Lake on ND Highway
19, then .75 miles south. Paved access
road, fish cleaning facility, security

10.

. ESTENSON

lights, trash receptacles — Ramsey
County Park Board.

. CREEL BAY - 3 miles south of Devils

Lake on ND Highway 20, then 2 miles
west and .25 miles north. Paved access
road, fish cleaning facility, developed
and primitive camping, security lights,
picnic shelter, trash receptacles —

Ramsey County Park Board.

. SPIRIT LAKE CASINO - 6 miles

south of Devils Lake on ND Highway
20/57. Paved access road, fish cleaning
facility, developed and primitive camp-
ing, security lights, trash receptacles,
concession, lodging, boat rental, RV
dump station — Spirit Lake Casino.

. EAST BAY - 3 miles south of Devils

Lake on ND Highway 20. Paved access
road, security
lights, trash
receptacles —
North Dakota
Game and Fish
Department.

LANDING

— 15 miles
south of Devils
Lake on ND
Highway 20.
Paved access
road, no rest-
rooms, trash
receptacles —
North Dakota
Game and Fish
Department.
BLACK
TIGER BAY
- 7.5 miles
east of Devils

Lake on U.S.

Highway 2, then 6 miles south, 3 miles
west. Gravel access road, no restrooms,
no courtesy docks, concession — North
Dakota Parks and Recreation. (New
access road under construction, but
should be open mid-summer.)

. TOLNA LANDING (STUMP

LAKE) - 3 miles north of Tolna.

Gravel access road, fish cleaning facil-
ity, security lights, picnic shelter, trash
receptacles — Tolna Community Club.

. STUMP LAKE PARK - 11 miles

south, 1 mile west of Lakota. Paved
access road, fish cleaning facility, devel-
oped and primitive camping, security
lights, picnic shelter, trash receptacles,
concession, lodging, RV dump station —

Nelson County Park Board.
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QUATIC N UISANCE S PECIES

DRAINYOURIVEWEILL

State law requires boat operators to
drain livewells, even if they contain fish,
when leaving a water body. “Leaving a
water body" means beyond the
adjacent boat ramp parking area.

Remove all aquatic plants Drain all water from boats Do not release baitfish in

from boats, trailers and and other watercraft when any North Dakota water,

equipment before leaving leaving a water body. and do not bring in live

any water body. aquatic bait from another
state.

KEEP ANS OUT OF OUR WATER

NORTH DAKOTA GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT
100 North Bismarck Expressway

Bismarck, ND 58501-5095

701-328-6300

Email: ndgf@nd.gov

Web: gf.nd.gov
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BUFFALOBERRY PATCH

By Greg Freeman, Department News Editor

MRS Walleye

Continues

Year one of a multi-year walleye tagging
study on the Missouri River and Lake Oahe
is complete, and returns are providing biolo-
gists with valuable information.

Scott Gangl, North Dakota Game and
Fish Department fisheries management sec-
tion leader, said more than 9,100 fish were
tagged in 2013, the first year of the four-year
study, and nearly 1,400 tag numbers were
turned in by anglers.

The study area extends from the Garrison
Dam in central North Dakota downstream
to Oahe Dam in South Dakota, and involves
a major collaboration of biologists and
researchers from North Dakota Game and
Fish, South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks,
and South Dakota State University.

The study is designed to assess
walleye movements, mortal-
ity and what proportion of the
walleye population is harvested
annually by anglers.

Gangl said the first year of the study
revealed some interesting movement pat-
terns. For example, fish tagged in North
Dakota moved greater distances than those
tagged farther downstream. In North
Dakota, fish tagged in both Oahe and the
Garrison Reach of the Missouri River trav-
eled an average of 40 river miles. Fish tagged
in Lake Oahe’s upper and middle zones
within South Dakota moved an average of
10-15 river miles, and those tagged in the
lower zone moved only about 5 miles. North
Dakota fish moved both upstream and
downstream after tagging.

Gangl said most of the returns were
from May, June and July, and when the bite

slowed in August, so did the returns.

A multi-year
walleye tagging
study on the
Missouri River and
Lake Oabe targets
adult walleye, each
fitted with a metal
Jaw tag stamped
with a unique
number to identify
the fish, and a
phone number fo
report the tag.

The goal of the four-year study is to
tag 10,000 walleye in the study area in the
Dakotas per year, Gangl said, with up to
4,000 tagged and released annually in the
Missouri River and upper Lake Oahe in
North Dakota.

'The study targets adult walleye, each
fitted with a metal jaw tag stamped with a
unique number to identify the fish, and a
phone number to report the tag. Anglers
can either keep or release the fish. Anglers
practicing catch-and-release can write the
tag number down and report it, leaving the
tag on the fish when released.

Anglers can report tags by calling
the phone number found on tags,
which, anglers should note, is a
South Dakota phone number. Tag
information can also be reported on
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the Game and Fish Department’s
website, gf.nd.gov, tag reporting
page or by calling 701-328-6300.

Anglers should record the date and
location of the catch, whether the fish was
kept or released, tag number and length and
weight (if the fish was measured). Anglers
who report tagged fish can keep the tag, and
will receive a letter providing some history
on the fish.

Gangl said a small portion of the tags
offer a reward to anglers to encourage them

to turn them in. These tags clearly marked
“Reward.”

Reward tags must be physi-
cally turned in to Game and Fish
offices in Riverdale or Bismarck,
or to a Game, Fish and Parks
office in South Dakota.
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Fishing
Regulation
Changes,
New License
Required

North Dakota’s 2014-16 fishing proc-
lamation is set, with regulations effective
April 1,2014 through March 31, 2016.
Anglers are reminded that new fishing
licenses are required April 1.

Noteworthy regulation changes include:

* Expanded the length of the bowfish-
ing season to include April, October
and November.

Expanded the open water spearfish-
ing season to include October and
November.

Modified the paddlefish season,
including ending each snagging day

at 9 p.m.; reducing the notice to close
the season to 24 hours; reducing the
extended snag-and-release season to
four days; all paddlefish snagged and
tagged must be removed from the
river by 9 p.m.; and changed the days
open to snagging harvest to Tuesday,
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday.
Eliminated lake-specific reduced
panfish limits for Odland Dam.
Reduced the statewide daily and pos-
session limit for crappie to 10 and 20.
Added the Red and Bois de Sioux

rivers to waters open to darkhouse

spearfishing.

Fishing licenses can be purchased online
at the Game and Fish Department website,
gf.nd.gov. A new state

law requires residents
age 18 or older to prove

residency on the application by submitting a
valid North Dakota driver’s license number
or a North Dakota nondriver photo identi-
fication number.

Anglers may notice an increase in license
fees required to fish in North Dakota,
which were established and set by the 2013
state legislature.

* The combination license, which
includes general game and habitat,
small game, furbearer and fishing,
increased from $32 to $50.

Resident individual fishing from $10

to $16.

Resident husband and wife from $14

to $22.

Resident age 65 or older from $3 to

$5.

Resident totally or permanently dis-

abled from $3 to $5.

Resident paddlefish tag from $3 to $10.

Nonresident paddlefish tag from $7.50

to $25.50.

* Nonresident individual from $35 to
$45.
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* Nonresident husband and wife from
$45 to $60.

* Nonresident three-day from $15 to
$25.

* Nonresident 10-day from $25 to $35.

In addition, the state legislature passed a
law that establishes a $5 fishing license for
resident disabled veterans with 50 percent
or more service connected disability, or who
have an extra-schedular rating, to include
individual unemployability, that brings the
veteran’s total disability ratio to 50 percent.
These licenses are available only from the
Bismarck Game and Fish office, and also
require written verification of eligibility
from the Department of Veterans Affairs
office.

The North Dakota Game and Fish
Department is self-funded and only receives
revenue from license sales and federal funds.

The 2014-16 North Dakota Fish-
ing Guide is available at Game and Fish
Department offices and license vendors
throughout the state.

WALLEYE RESTRICTION IN SOME SOUTHEAST LAKES

walleye.

Anglers fishing in southeastern North Dakota are
reminded of a length requirement when fishing for

'The 2014-16 fishing proclamation includes a

14-inch minimum walleye length restriction on six

lakes in southeastern North Dakota — Alkali Lake,

Buffalo Lake and Tosse Slough in Sargent County;
and Lake Elsie, Lueck Lake and West Moran Lake
in Richland County.

Anglers should refer to the 2014-16 North
Dakota Fishing Guide for all fishing regulations.
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PADDLEFISH SNAGGING SEASON

North Dakota’s paddlefish snagging
season opens May 1 and is scheduled to
continue through the end of the month.
However, depending on the overall har-
vest, an early in-season closure may occur
with a 24-hour notice issued by the state
Game and Fish Department.

Snaggers need to be aware that manda-
tory harvest of all snagged paddlefish is
required on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays
and Saturdays. On these days, all paddle-
fish caught must be tagged immediately.
All paddlefish snagged and tagged must be
removed from the river by 9 p.m. of each
snagging day. The use or possession of a
gaff hook within one-half mile in either
direction of the Highway 200 bridge on
the Yellowstone River is illegal at any time
during the snagging season.

Snag-and-release of all paddlefish
is required on Sundays, Mondays and
Thursdays. Those planning to participate
during snag-and-release-only days need to
have in their possession a current season,
unused paddlefish snagging tag. Use or
possession of gaffs is prohibited on snag-
and-release-only days, and, if it occurs,
during the snag-and-release extension

period.

RED, BOIS DE SIOUX RIVER ANGLERS

Anglers fishing from shore on the
North Dakota side of the Red and Bois
de Sioux rivers must have a valid North
Dakota fishing license.

Prior to 2012, either a North Dakota or

Minnesota license was allowed.

Legal snagging hours are from 8 a.m.
to 9 p.m. daily. One tag per snagger will
be issued. Snagging is legal in all areas of
the Yellowstone River in North Dakota,
and in the area of the Missouri River
lying west of the U.S. Highway 85 bridge
to the Montana border, excluding that
portion from the pipeline crossing (river
mile 1,577) downstream to the upper end
of the Lewis and Clark Wildlife Manage-
ment Area (river mile 1,565).

If the season closes early because the
harvest quota is reached, an extended
snag-and-release-only period will be
allowed for up to four days immediately
following the early closure, but not to
extend beyond May 31. Only snaggers
with a current season, unused paddlefish
snagging tag are eligible to participate.
Only a limited area at the confluence of
the Missouri and Yellowstone rivers is
open to this extended season snagging
opportunity.

All paddlefish snaggers must possess
a paddlefish tag in addition to a valid
fishing license and certificate that may be
required. Cost of a paddlefish tag is $10

for residents and $25.50 for nonresidents.

However, anglers fishing from a boat or
on the ice can possess either a valid North
Dakota or Minnesota fishing license.
Anglers should refer to the 2014-16 North
Dakota Fishing Guide for additional

information.

2013 DEER GUN SEASON SUMMARIZED

North Dakota deer hunters took approxi-
mately 28,600 deer during the 2013 deer gun
hunting season.

The State Game and Fish Department made
available 59,500 deer gun licenses in 2013,
and more than 98 percent were issued. Overall
hunter success was 55 percent, and each hunter
spent an average of 4.6 days in the field.

Hunter success for antlered
white-tailed deer was 62 percent,
and antlerless whitetail was 55 per-
cent. Mule deer buck success was 82
percent. No mule deer doe licenses
were issued in 2013.

Hunters with any-antlered or any-antlerless
licenses almost exclusively harvest white-tailed
deer. Buck hunters had a success rate of 57
percent, while doe hunters had a success rate of
54 percent.

The Department is in the process of deter-
mining recommendations for licenses in the
2014 deer proclamation. The proclamation will
be sent to the governor’s office for approval in
late April.

In addition to harvest rates and winter aerial
surveys, the Department monitors a number of
other population indices to determine license
numbers, including depredation reports, hunter
observations, input at advisory board meetings,
and comments from the public, landowners and

Department field staff.

RON WILSON
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2013 Bighorn, Moose
and Elk Harvests

Harvest statistics for 2013 show that overall hunter
success during the 2013 season for bighorn sheep was 100
percent, 91 percent for moose and 50 percent for elk.

'The North Dakota Game and Fish Depart-
ment issued three bighorn sheep licenses and
auctioned one. All four hunters harvested a
bighorn ram.

The Department issued 111 moose licenses last year. Of
that total, 111 hunters harvested 101 animals — 85 bulls and
16 cows/calves. One additional license was raffled by the
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation and the hunter was unsuc-
cessful in harvesting a moose. Statistics for each unit follow:

2013 MOOSE HARVEST

Success
Unit Hunters Bulls Cow/Calf Rate
M5 5 1 4 100
M6 15 4 6 67
M8 15 14 1 100
M9 25 22 2 96
M10 51 44 3 92

The Department issued 271 elk licenses last year. Of
that total, 255 hunters harvested 127 elk — 77 bulls and 50
cows/calves. One additional license was raffled by the Rocky

Mountain Elk Foundation and the hunter was unsuccessful

in harvesting an elk. Statistics for each unit follow:

2013 ELK HARVEST

Success
Unit Hunters Bulls Cow/Calf Rate
E1l 68 11 19 44
E2 116 29 27 48
ES] 47 25 3 60
E4 24 12 1 54

RAP AUCTION

Confiscated hunting and
fishing equipment will be sold
May 3 at the North Dakota

Wildlife Federation’s Report All 1-600-472-2121
Poachers auction in Minot. The 1. ﬂj" )
auction is scheduled for 2 p.m. ; =
at the North Dakota State Fair e
center’s 4-H hall. ——— -

Auction items can be
viewed between 12-2
p-m. Items include more
than 70 rifles, shotguns
and handguns; fish-
ing equipment; bows;
knives; spotlights; cool-
ers and other miscellaneous merchandise.

More information, including a comprehensive list of items for auc-
tion, is available by visiting the Wildlife Federation’s website at ndwf.
org.

Proceeds from the auction fund the RAP program. The RAP line,
800- 472-2121, offers monetary rewards for information that lead to
the conviction of fish and wildlife law violators. The RAP line is avail-
able 24 hours a day, and callers can remain anonymous.

JAMES RIVER BAIT RESTRICTIONS

Anglers and bait vendors should be aware of a regulation that
prohibits the taking of minnows or other aquatic bait from portions of
Pipestem Creek and the James River.

Because record high flows in the James River in 2011 facilitated
the movement of silver carp upstream into North Dakota, it is illegal
to take live bait from all of Pipestem Creek below Pipestem Dam, and
from the James River between the Jamestown Dam and the South
Dakota border, including any tributaries up to the first vehicular bridge
or crossing.

'The 2014-16 fishing proclamation states “no live bait may be taken
from any water body in North Dakota that is infested with aquatic
nuisance species.” Silver carp is an aquatic nuisance species that can
out-compete native and other game fish in large river systems.

BLUEBIRD AND TREE SWALLOW WORKSHOP SCHEDULED IN BISMARCK

The North Dakota Game and
Fish Department will host a
bluebird and tree swallow
educational workshop April

14 at the Department’s main
office in Bismarck. The 45-minute
presentation is free and begins at 7 p.m.

Chris Grondahl, Department outreach

supervisor, said participants will learn about
bluebird and tree swallow nest box place-
ment, maintenance and biology. “Even
though bluebirds require open spaces and
cavities in dead or dying trees, nest boxes
can help take the place of natural habitat
where it is not available,” he said.

While all homeowners are invited to

attend, the workshop is geared toward indi-
viduals who own acreage outside city limits.
“Nest boxes in town can actually become
nest sites for nonnative and nuisance house
sparrows,” Grondahl said.

Attendees with adequate habitat for
bluebirds will receive free nest boxes to place

on their property.
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Youth Grant Program
Application Deadline

Wildlife, shooting, fraternal and nonprofit
civil organizations are urged to submit an
application for the Encouraging Tomorrow’s
Hunters program, a State Game and Fish
Department grant program developed to
assist recruitment of the next generation of
hunters and shooters.

Pat Lothspeich, Department outreach
biologist, said the intent is to introduce
youngsters to a positive shooting or hunting
experience. “Hopefully this will increase the
chance that young people will continue to
participate in these activities in the future,”
he said.

The maximum grant allowed is $3,000.

Grant funds
help cover event
expenses, includ-
ing promotional
printing; event
memorabilia such as
shirts, caps or vests;
ammunition and
targets, and eye and
ear protection.

Past funding
has enabled several
groups to conduct youth pheasant and water-
fowl hunts, while others have sponsored trap
and other shooting events, including archery

event can get more information, including a
grant application, from the Game and Fish
Department website, gf.nd.gov, or by con-

=z
o
3
4
o
=)
=l
[}
©
2
o
[}

and rifle shooting. tacting Lothspeich at 701-328-6332.
'The deadline to apply for a 2014 grant is

April 19.

'The program currently helps fund approxi-
mately 40 club and organizational events and Any club or organization interested in

projects, with an average grant of $1,550. conducting a youth hunting or shooting
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Hoskins.

SAUGEYE —
12-0,
Yellowstone
River
(state record).

Y I \
W

BULLHEAD — 2-3, Lake Tewaukon; 2-3, Lake

CUTTHROAT TROUT — 5-7, Missouri River.

5
LAKE WHITEFISH — 4-8, Lake Sakakawea.
= Ps
)'. , - =
By 7

PADDLEFISH — 125-0, Missouri River; 112-0,
Missouri River; 99-0, Missouri River; 98-0,
Missouri River; 96-0, Missouri River.

et

Bluegill — 2 pounds, Froelich Dam; 1 pound, 14
ounces, Sweet Briar Lake; 1-14, Froelich Dam;
1-12, Froelich Dam; 1-11, Froelich Dam.

BROWN TROUT — 12-11, Missouri River; 11-1,
Missouri River; 10-8, Missouri River; 9-15,
Missouri River; 9-2, Missouri River.

e

BURBOT — 8-3, Missouri River.

COMMON CARP — 22-3, James River; 19-5,

Bowman-Haley Dam; 17-3, Missouri River;
16-14, Jamestown Reservoir; 16-7, Pipestem

Reservoir.

r .! ﬂ,.’l‘

DRUM — 8-0, Heart Butte Reservoir; 6-11, Lake

Sakakawea; 6-1, Lake Tewaukon.

[ ARGEMOUTH BASS — 5-12, Nelson Lake; 5-5, Dead

Colt Creek; 5-3, Nelson Lake; 5-2, Nelson Lake.

RAINBOW TROUT — 9-2, Missouri River; 8-15,
Missouri River; 8-8, Missouri River; 8-0, Missouri
River; 7-9, Missouri River.

WALLEYE — 14-7, Lake Sakakawea; 12-8,
Missouri River; 11-3, Devils Lake; 11-2, Lake
Darling; 11-2, Lake Sakakawea.

WHITE BASS — 4-5, Lake Sakakawea;
4-3, Devils Lake; 4-3, Devils Lake; 4-2,

Devils Lake; 3-13, Devils Lake.

BUFFALO — 39-10, Heart Butte Reservoir; 35-
8, Heart Butte Reservoir; 32-6, Jamestown
Reservoir; 30-11, Jamestown Reservoir;
27-14, Jamestown Reservoir.

CHANNEL CATFISH — 18-0, Red River; 15-8, Red
River; 13-0, Red River; 12-6, Red River.

CRAPPIE — 3-4, Jamestown Reservoir (tied
state record); 2-10, Jamestown Reservoir;
2-5, Elm Lake; 2-3, Trenton Lake; 2-1, West
Moran Lake.

GOLDEYE — 3-0, Lake Audubon.

NORTHERN PIKE — 28-0, Matejcek Dam; 27-8,
Lake Darling; 27-5, Lake Oahe; 24-7, Lake
Audubon; 24-6, Missouri River.

SAUGER — 5-0, Lake Sakakawea; 4-6, Lake
Sakakawea.

-

YELLOW PERCH — 2-6, Devils Lake;
2-6, Devils Lake; 2-5, Dry Lake; 2-5
Devils Lake; 2-5, Devils Lake.
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By Ron Wilson

I read an article the other night before bed about fishing for
bluegill. The author and his friends were fishing a pond within
casting distance of one another, threading keepers onto metal
stringers, while considering out loud the best way to cook blue—
gill fillets.

Dusted in yellow corﬁmﬁand fried in peanut oil, it was
decided.

I've been carrying the artlcle\rg(nﬂ in my head for a few
days, revisiting the best parts, or:at cast the parts that stuck, and
I don’t know why that is. May use it’s been such a long
winter and anything concerning o2 is appealing. Or
perhaps it has more to - Ip to a plate of deep-
fried bluegill, tartar sauce and cole B
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It’s been a long time since I've been involved in stringing up
a mess of bluegill caught from open water, and I don’t know
why that is, either. Big bluegill, fish that stretch from fingertip
to beyond your wrist, are a hoot to catch on light tackle and are
often amenable during spawning when the fish are frequently
targeted.
When we moved to Bismarck nearly 20 years ago, I knew
little about fishing in the area. I was freelancing
which meant that I sometimes had time on my hands to explore
a number of area lakes to get a feel for what they offered — bass,
trout, crappie, pike, bluegill ... \
One of my early favorites was McDowell Dam, located just
east of Bismarck, because I learned shortly after sunriselone
morning that the bluegills were working the shallow water near
shore. For days thereafter, I fished a handful of spots where
dinner-plate-size nests haphazardly pocked the lake’s bottom.
Picking a bait was easy because the fish would hit anything
they could get their smallish mouths around, anything at all
that appeared to be a threat to their cache of eggs. Cast to
right spot, the fishing was mostly uninterrupted. It ended
after the bluegill finished spawning and moved to deeper

farther than I could cast from shore.
IMIuegiils’ reckless, eat-anything attitude has everythi

do with an assumed edginess that accompanies procreation,
has little to do with the angler’s prowess. (OK, the angler do
have to know when to show up, find the nests and make decent
casts, but other than that ...)
Male bluegill move into the shallows when water tempera-
tures warm into the low 50s, which on the Northern Plains is
typically sometime in mid- to late May. They are in charge of
picking the nest sites, constructing and guarding them until the

| females show sometime later. Spawning commences when water
| temperatures climb into the upper 60s, and hits its peak in mid-
June or later.

None of this is news, of course, and has been going on as
long as bluegills have haunted North Dakota waters. Yet, thi
narrow bluegill fishing window often goes unnoticed as the E s
lengthen and warm and the majority of anglers hound the h
walleye bite on the Missouri River System and elsewhere.

Today, right this minute, harassing spawning bluegills in
open water sounds nearly irresistible. Then again, with mor
than 2 feet of ice jacketing North Dakota’s still waters at t
time of this writing, casting to just about anything sounds

appealing.

RON WILSON is editor of North Dakota OUTDOORS. 1 J
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A Look Back

We’re convinced of just two
things in this dated black and
white photograph: The body of
water is Wood Lake in Benson
County, and the dock needs a
little work.

What follows, however, is
guesswork: The photograph
was taken in the early to mid-
1960s based on the year of the
pickups featured in the upper
right corner. The vehicles, it's
also surmised, belong to Game
and Department fisheries biolo-
gists, who are shown gathered
on the dock, possibly spawn-
ing fish.

This much is certain: Wood
Lake is located 2 miles west
and 1 mile south of Tokio.
According to a Department dis-
trict fisheries supervisor, Wood
Lake today holds numerous
small yellow perch and bluegill,

plus good numbers of bigger
walleye and some large pike.

Speaking of big walleye. The
long-established state record
walleye was taken from Wood
Lake in 1959. While published
information more than sug-
gests the 15-pound, 12-ounce
fish wasn’t actually caught by
hook and line, but rather found
floating dead by an angler
trolling in a boat, there is no
question that it came from
Wood Lake.

In an article in North Dakota
OUTDOORS dating back
nearly 60 years, Dale Henegar,
Department fisheries chief,
wrote the following: “Wood
Lake is one of the better natural
lakes in North Dakota ... Sur-
rounding the lake are hills
covered primarily by hardwood
trees. A number of cabins (34)
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By Ron Wilson

owned by private parties and
one resort are found on the
lake shore. A park is main-
tained by Benson County on
the north end of the lake.

“The fish most sought after
in this lake is the walleye and
the lake does contain a number
of this fish in varying sizes. Also
found in abundance is the blue-
gill and at times fishing for this
species is excellent. Northern
pike and perch make up the
rest of the fish that are taken on
hook and line.”

Back then, Wood Lake was
open to fishing for all species
in the summer months, but was
closed to pike and walleye fish-
ing through the ice in winter.

RON WILSON is editor of North
Dakota OUTDOORS.



