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On December 14, 2015, the 
Game and Fish Department 
closed the late mountain lion 

hunting season in Zone 1. On that day, the 
zone’s late season quota of seven lions was 
filled when the final cat was taken.

This, as wildlife managers, we know is 
not unusual, as in each of the last three 
hunting seasons the late season quota of 
seven lions was filled.

After a decade of hunting, and find-
ings from an ongoing two-phase research 
project, what Game and Fish Department 
biologists have learned about mountain 
lions in North Dakota is substantial.

At three public meetings later this month 
(see page 8 for meeting details) Game and 
Fish staff will share what we’ve learned 
since the state’s first mountain lion season 
in 2005, and discuss what the future holds 
for managing these elusive animals.

Elsewhere in this issue of North Dakota 
OUTDOORS, you’ll also find an article 
detailing a law that requires hunters and 
anglers to purchase licenses through an 
electronic licensing system that goes into 
effect April 1.

With the majority of hunters and anglers 
already buying their licenses electronically, 
and Department staff working hard to pave 
the way for this change, we expect the tran-
sition to be smooth for those we serve.

Also in the following pages, OUT-
DOORS readers will find the Game and 
Fish Department’s enforcement division 
review for 2015, and the roundup for the 
2015 turkey, pronghorn and deer drawings.

In 2015, Game and Fish made available 
just 43,275 deer licenses. We haven’t seen 
numbers that low in nearly 40 years, and I 

know this fact isn’t lost on the many, many 
hunters who care deeply about the long-
standing tradition of hunting deer in North 
Dakota with family and friends.

As previously announced in 2015, our 
agency has proposed a plan that will sup-
port issuing 75,000 deer licenses. To get 
there, it will take time, a positive adjust-
ment in the amount of wildlife habitat on 
the landscape, a helping hand from Mother 
Nature, and other influences.

So far this winter, Mother Nature has 
been kind to wildlife across much of the 
state. While we all understand that things 
can change outdoors in a big hurry in this 
neck of the Northern Plains, you have to 
imagine that with little snow this late in 
the winter, and days of temperatures near or 
above freezing, deer and other animals are 
less stressed than they rightfully could be.

Of course, we’ve benefited from what 
so far is a pretty mild winter. Ice fishing 
opportunities, thanks to access to many 
waters, has been good around much of the 
state. Last year, a familiar weather scenario 
led to a record number of people drilling 
holes in pursuit of North Dakota’s banquet 
of game fish. It will be interesting, if winter 
continues on its current path, what we’ll 
remember about 2016.

If you haven’t been out ice fishing or 
darkhouse spearfishing this winter, get out 
and give it a try. Take a kid, family member 
or a neighbor. Teach those who have never 
participated to embrace our frozen waters 
because that’s what we do this time of year 
in North Dakota’s great outdoors. But with 
the mild winter also comes less ice so we 
always advise caution when venturing on 
the ice.
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Hunters who applied for 
a mule deer buck license 
in 2015 accounted for 28 
percent of applicants with four 
or more bonus points.
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The number of deer gun licenses the Game and 
Fish Department made available in 2015 was the 
lowest total in 37 years.

Also in 2015, wildlife officials unveiled the 
Department’s new five-year deer management plan 
that calls for slowly, but steadily building the state’s 
deer herd.

Considering changing habitat conditions on the 
landscape, and the unknowns of winter weather, 
increasing deer numbers across the state will take 
time.

In 2015, for the third year in a row, hunters in 
North Dakota were allowed only one license for 
the deer gun season. Drawing just that one license, 
no matter the year, wasn’t easy.

In 2014, Game and Fish made available 48,000 
licenses for the regular gun season, and 68,248 
hunters applied for those licenses. In 2015, fewer 
licenses (43,275) were made available, but more 
hunters (69,791) applied than the year before.

Getting a buck license in 2015 or the year before 
was, as you might expect, difficult.

According to Randy Meissner, Department 
licensing manager, after 13,219 gratis licenses and 
432 nonresident licenses were subtracted from the 
overall license allocation, just 15,714 buck licenses 
were available for the 58,681 hunters who applied 
for them as their first choice in the lottery.

Again in 2015, for the fourth year in a row, the 
Department did not allow hunting for antlerless 
mule deer in eight badlands hunting units. The 
population is showing signs of rebounding, as 
spring 2015 marked the third consecutive year that 
the mule deer index was higher than the previous 
year.

Also in 2015, the Department allowed a limited 
pronghorn hunting season for the second year in a 
row in three units in southwestern North Dakota.

RON WILSON is editor of North Dakota OUTDOORS.

By Ron Wilson How it Works
While the number of deer 

gun licenses changes from year 
to year, the one constant is 
that the deer season annually 
attracts new hunters.

Understanding this, there 
are always questions concern-
ing how the current lottery 
system works. Using deer as 
the example, though turkey 
works the same way, here is a 
reminder.

If you fail to draw your first 
license choice in any given 
year, but apply within the 
next two years, you receive a 
bonus point. You do not have 
to apply in the same unit, 
or for the same deer type, to 
qualify. You get an additional 
bonus point each year you 
apply and do not receive your 
first license choice, as long as 
you have applied in the first 
drawing at least once in the 
previous two years.

You receive additional 
chances in the drawing for 
each bonus point accumulated. 
For points one through three, 
you are entered in the draw-
ing two times the number of 
points you have. So, if you 
have two points you would get 
four additional chances to be 
drawn, compared to a person 
who got his or her first choice 
the previous year. If you’re 
both competing for the same 

license, you have five chances, 
he or she has one.

When you accumulate four 
or more points, the num-
ber of additional chances is 
determined by cubing your 
bonus points. So, when you 
have four points, you will be 
in the drawing 64 additional 
times, 125 times if you have 
five points, and so on. Bonus 
points are accumulated as long 
as you do not draw your first 
license choice and apply in 
the first drawing at least every 
other year. You do not receive 
bonus points in years you do 
not apply.

Each drawing is still 
random, but the more bonus 
points you have, the better 
your odds. When you receive 
your first license choice, you 
lose your bonus points and 
start over. Bonus points can 
only be earned, or used, in the 
first drawing for each species 
in each year.

The license lottery consists 
of four separate drawings, 
one for each choice on the 
application. First, we hold a 
drawing for the first unit/first 
deer choice. When those have 
been issued, we draw for the 
first unit/second deer choice, 
then the second unit/first deer 
choice, and finally the second 
unit/second deer choice.

in 2015
DRaWing foR DeeR
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Percent of applicants who received their first choice of license.

Percent of applicants who received their first choice of license in  
the 2015 pronghorn drawing.

2015 Spring Turkey Lottery Results

2015 Fall Turkey Lottery Results

2015 Pronghorn Lottery Results

POINTS

LICENSE TYPE 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 OVERALL

02 F 33.8 47.1 75 100 38.9

03 F 100 100 100

04 F 54.9 93.3 100 62.4

06 F 35.7 100 55

13 F 100 100 100

17 F 39.3 85.2 48.5

19 F 100 100 100

25 F 100 100 100

27 F 43.8 82.1 83.3 50.4

30 F 100 100 100

31 F 100 100

37 F 54 85.7 100 100 61

40 F 100 100 100

44 F 82.4 100 82.6

45 F 100 100 100

47 F 100 100 100

50 F 68.5 100 100 74.4

51 F 100 100

98 F 77 94.9 100 79.5

99 F 100 100 100

POINTS

LICENSE TYPE 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 OVERALL

03B A 0.4 0.1 0.3 1.2 6.6 10.9 16.7 30 33.3 2

04A A 0.5 1.4 2.1 3.3 20.9 46.3 68.3 66.7 100 5.4

04C A 0 0.4 0 2.2 20.9 28.6 52.6 0 3.7

                                      
POINTS

LICENSE TYPE 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 OVERALL

02 S 81.9 96.2 100 82.9

03 S 100 100

04 S 49.5 78.8 100 57.5

06 S 100 100

13 S 100 100 100

17 S 52.2 77.8 100 100 55.8

19 S 100 100 100

25 S 100 100 100

27 S 47.9 89.3 100 100 55.9

30 S 99 100 99

31 S 100 100 100

37 S 47.4 79.9 96 100 57

40 S 100 100 100

44 S 100 100 100

45 S 100 100 100

47 S 100 100

50 S 43.1 83.8 95.5 54.8

51 S 100 100

53 S 50 62.5 100 53.1

98 S 53.6 84.9 100 60.2

99 S 100 100 100

 

Percent of applicants who received their first choice of license.

2015 Lottery Statistics
• 43,275 deer licenses 

were available, down 
from 48,000 in 2014 
and 59,500 in 2013.

• 69,791 people applied 
for deer gun season 
licenses, up from 
68,248 in 2014.

• 58,681 applicants 
applied for buck 
licenses as their first 
choice; 15,714 buck 
licenses were available 
in the drawing after 
13,219 gratis and 432 
nonresident licenses 
were withheld. There 
were no doe licenses 
available for the draw-
ing in units 2A, 3A1 
and 3B1, and there 
were no buck licenses 
available for the draw-
ing in unit 2E after 
all gratis licenses were 
withheld.

• All buck licenses were 
issued in the first unit/
first choice drawing.

• The highest number of 
bonus points accumu-
lated by any hunter in 
the 2015 deer drawing 
was 13.

• 8,946 applicants had 
four or more points, 
and 2,655 drew their 
first license choice.

• Applicants who 
applied for a mule deer 
buck license accounted 
for 28 percent of 
applicants with four 
or more bonus points, 

and those who applied 
for a muzzleloader 
buck license accounted 
for an additional 32 
percent.

• The number of people 
with four or more 
bonus points increased 
1,636 from 2014.

• A buck license in 
unit 2C was the most 
difficult license to 
draw, with 50 times 
more applicants than 
licenses available. A 
buck license in unit 
2D was next with 
more than 30 appli-
cants for each available 
license. Muzzleloader 
buck licenses followed 
with more than 20 
applicants for each 
license available.

• There was a limited 
pronghorn season in 
three hunting units.

• 5,815 spring turkey 
licenses were available 
in 2015, while 5,880 
were available in 2014. 
The number of appli-
cants decreased from 
6,052 in 2014 to 5,880 
in 2015.

• The number of fall 
turkey licenses avail-
able decreased from 
3,805 in 2014 to 3,655 
in 2015. The number 
of applicants decreased 
from 3,272 in 2014 to 
3,040 in 2015. 
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POINTS

LICENSE TYPE 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 OVERALL

1 A Any Buck 4.3 10.4 30.6 27.8 100 11.8
1 B Any Doe 91.2 78.3 100 100 89.7

2A A Any Buck 0 4.5 5.9 11.6 71.7 100 9.9
2A B Any Doe* 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
2B A Any Buck 5.1 15.4 20.1 31.1 100 100 14.7
2B B Any Doe 28.3 65.2 70.3 68.8 100 42.8
2C A Any Buck 0.2 0.9 2.8 3.6 11.4 100 100 1.9
2C B Any Doe 5.5 16 26.5 35.3 12.6
2D A Any Buck 0.8 3.6 5.2 0 25 2.9
2D B Any Doe 4.3 12.1 0 5.8
2E A Any Buck 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
2E B Any Doe 2.5 10.9 24 42.9 100 8.5
2F1 A Any Buck 27.5 55.3 76.4 81.3 100 42.7
2F1 B Any Doe 97.3 100 100 97.7
2F2 A Any Buck 11.6 27.2 44.5 50.3 100 100 25.6
2F2 B Any Doe 92.6 81.5 82.6 100 90.9
2G A Any Buck 4 8.1 15.7 17.2 83.3 100 11.5
2G B Any Doe 21 37.9 0 0 23.5

2G1 A Any Buck 3.8 9.8 21.5 22.8 92.2 100 100 15.5
2G1 B Any Doe 53.1 83.1 71.4 100 100 63
2G2 A Any Buck 10.7 31.6 52.2 64.6 100 30.3
2G2 B Any Doe 94.1 92.7 92.9 100 93.9
2H A Any Buck 24.1 57.8 72.8 87.5 100 100 41.7
2H B Any Doe 94.3 88.9 100 100 93.7
2I A Any Buck 12.6 30.3 48.5 56.5 97.8 100 100 28
2I B Any Doe 95.2 96.1 100 100 95.6

2J1 A Any Buck 7.2 15.5 29.9 38.2 97.6 100 100 22.1
2J1 B Any Doe 93.8 93.2 60 100 100 92.4
2J2 A Any Buck 25 52.7 75.9 97.8 100 41.8
2J2 B Any Doe 94.6 97.6 90 100 94.8
2K1 A Any Buck 5.6 11.4 20.6 28.2 91.4 100 100 100 15.9
2K1 B Any Doe 93.6 82.9 100 100 100 92.6
2K2 A Any Buck 16.5 38.9 56.4 68 100 100 33.8
2K2 B Any Doe 94.6 90 100 100 94.2
2L A Any Buck 16.1 34.7 35.5 57.1 100 26.3
2L B Any Doe 94.4 80 100 93.8

3A1 A Any Buck 0.6 2.5 6.5 7.6 49.1 71.3 85.7 14.7
3A1 B Any Doe* 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
3A2 A Any Buck 21.9 54.9 77 72.7 100 37.5
3A2 B Any Doe 94.2 97.1 100 100 100 94.7
3A3 A Any Buck 2.1 3.7 9.6 11.7 52.8 72.7 100 10.3
3A3 B Any Doe 90.1 86.1 80.6 80 71.4 100 88.2
3A4 A Any Buck 8.9 24.1 40 46.6 100 19.5
3A4 B Any Doe 91.4 81.1 81.8 100 89.6
3B1 C WT Buck 1.4 4.2 4.9 12.3 57.3 81.8 100 100 12.4
3B1 D WT Doe* 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
3B1 E MD Buck 4.9 16.8 6.7 19.7 93.9 100 18.2
3B2 C WT Buck 18.2 40 53.6 68.8 100 34.2
3B2 D WT Doe 95.2 88.9 75 100 93.4
3B2 E MD Buck 11.1 67.1 66.7 66.7 100 44
3B3 A Any Buck 8.7 18.3 31.9 63.6 100 100 20.6

                                       

Percent of applicants who received their first choice of license in the 2015 deer drawing.

2015 Deer License Lottery Results

POINTS

LICENSE TYPE 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 OVERALL

3B3 B Any Doe 32.2 56.3 100 38.2
3B3 C WT Buck 55.9 91.8 100 100 100 65.7
3B3 D WT Doe 99.5 100 100 99.5
 3C A Any Buck 3.8 15.1 15.6 24.1 87.5 100 100 12.2
 3C B Any Doe 53.5 100 0 60.6
 3C C WT Buck 49 83.3 94 100 85.7 61.8
 3C D WT Doe 99.5 100 100 100 100 99.6
 3D1 A Any Buck 14.7 33.1 52.7 45 100 100 27.5
 3D1 B Any Doe 94.6 100 100 95.5
 3D1 C WT Buck 75.6 100 100 100 100 81.4
 3D1 D WT Doe 85.7 85.7
 3D2 A Any Buck 5.2 19.6 31.3 36.2 100 100 21.7
 3D2 B Any Doe 92 100 100 100 100 93.5
 3D2 C WT Buck 29.9 61.2 76.5 100 100 50.7
 3D2 D WT Doe 100 100 100 100
 3E1 A Any Buck 14.2 45.2 51.9 75 100 100 100 30.5
 3E1 B Any Doe 92 100 100 92.5
 3E1 C WT Buck 50.4 90 100 100 58.5
 3E1 D WT Doe 100 100 100
 3E2 A Any Buck 38.9 72.2 93.5 95.2 100 52.1
 3E2 B Any Doe 95.3 90 100 94.8
 3E2 C WT Buck 80.1 100 100 100 82.2
 3E2 D WT Doe 100 100 100
 3F1 A Any Buck 19.5 53.5 65.5 85.7 100  35
 3F1 B Any Doe 91 100 100 92.1
 3F1 C WT Buck 99.4 100 100 100 99.5
 3F1 D WT Doe 93.3 100 100 100 94.4
 3F2 A Any Buck 28.3 57.5 86.5 100 100 100 42.4
 3F2 B Any Doe 98 75 100 97.2
 3F2 C WT Buck 99.5 100 100 100 99.5
 3F2 D WT Doe 100 100 100
 4A C WT Buck 14.1 50.6 62.8 84.6 100 37.2
 4A D WT Doe 87.5 66.7 100 86.7
 4A E MD Buck 0.8 4.4 5.8 12.2 74 73.5 100 17.3
 4B C WT Buck 27.8 68.8 76.9 100 100 100 46.4
 4B D WT Doe 100 100 100 100 100
 4B E MD Buck 0.4    1.2 2.6 4.5 37.6 46.6 77.6    100 100 14.1
 4C C WT Buck 67.5 84.3 90 0 100 73.2
 4C D WT Doe 100 100
 4C E MD Buck 0.6 0.2 1.1 1.4 22.2 39.3 58.6 60.5 75 11.9
 4D C WT Buck 85.9 100 81.8 100 100 88.2
 4D D WT Doe 96 100 100 96.4
 4D E MD Buck 0.2 3.9 2.9 4.5 32.3 50 68.1 88.2 15.2
 4E C WT Buck 100 100 66.7 100 100 99.2
 4E D WT Doe 100 100 100
 4E E MD Buck 4.7 8.1 27 31.4 85.1 100 100 25.4
 4F C WT Buck 96.4 100 100 96.6
 4F D WT Doe 100 100 100
 4F E MD Buck 25 65.3 75 87.5 100 47.5

 MUZ C WT Buck 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.3 4.5 6.6 9.5 18.2 33.9 3.6
 MUZ D WT Doe 26.7 60.9 71.6 86.7 100 100 100 100 100 47.3

*All available doe licenses were issued to gratis applicants prior to the lottery drawing.
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Managing

By Ron Wilson

Mountain Lions

A Look at the Past and Future
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N orth Dakota’s mountain lion population has 
declined over the past several years, according 
to a two-phase research project and biologi-

cal findings from animals harvested over the last decade.
“From what we’ve learned over time, the information is 

indicating the mountain lion population in the badlands has 
been in decline,” said Jeb Williams, Game and Fish Depart-
ment wildlife division chief.

Game and Fish Department officials will host three public 
meetings this month to discuss what has been learned since 
the state’s first mountain lion season.

“We want to share with the public at these meetings what 
we’ve learned about managing mountain lions in North 
Dakota over the last 10 years,” Williams said. “Considering 
what we knew about mountain lions in North Dakota prior 
to 2005, which was very little, the information gathered in 
the last decade is significant.”

North Dakota held its first mountain lion hunting season 
in 2005, and it’s ran uninterrupted since. The Game and Fish 
Department, in conjunction with researchers from South 
Dakota State University, launched the first part of a two-
phase research project in 2011.

Stephanie Tucker, Game and Fish Department furbearer 
biologist, said Phase I objectives included survival and cause-
specific mortality and mountain lion food habits.

Tucker said researchers trapped mountain lions, mostly 
in the northern badlands, in foot-hold traps and foot snares, 
marking a total of 22 with ear tags. Fourteen of those animals 
were also fitted with radio-collars.

“While that’s not a large sample size, I think it’s a lot 
considering the number of mountain lions we have in North 
Dakota,” she said. “Dave Wilckens (SDSU researcher) also 
spent a lot of time investigating over 500 kill sites (prey killed 
by mountain lions) in rugged country. They weren’t 500 walks 
in the park, by any means.”

Of the 12 species found eaten by mountain lions, 77 per-
cent were deer.

Tucker said the research also indicated, based on carcasses 
and mortality of radio-collared lions, that mountain lions in 
the badlands have a 42-48 percent survival rate.

“That’s about 30 percent lower than needed to sustain the 
current population of this size,” she said. “The majority of the 
mortality on our lions is driven by hunting, more specifically 
the late hunting season, and hunting is something we can 
control.”

Tucker said immediately after Phase I of the research proj-
ect was finished in 2014, Phase II kicked in and is expected 
to be completed in 2017. She said researchers continue to 
capture and mark lions, with the objective being mountain 
lion survival and validating habitat and population models.

Game and Fish Department 
officials will host three public 
meetings this month to discuss 

what has been learned since the 
state’s first mountain lion season.

An adult mountain lion at the 
Dakota Zoo in Bismarck.

AS
HL

EY
 S

AL
W

EY

February 2016 ND Outdoors 7 



“We have made amazing headway in the last four 
years and by the time Phase II is done, we will have 
a really good handle on this population,” Tucker said. 
“But we understand that there is always more we can 
learn.”

Since North Dakota’s first mountain lion hunting 
season, the Game and Fish Department has docu-
mented harvest of 97 animals in the badlands (Zone 
1), where the majority of the state’s population lives 
and breeds. Nine lions have been killed east of there 
(Zone 2) over the same time period, but those lions 
were believed to be on the move, looking for new 
habitat.

The lion harvest quota the first three seasons was 
five. It increased from there to eight, 10 and 14, before 
topping out at 21 cats beginning in 2012.

In each of the last three hunting seasons, seven 
lions – the established late season quota – have been 
harvested during the state’s late season. It’s during the 
late season, starting in late November after the deer 
gun season is over, that hunters can use dogs to pursue 
mountain lions.

The success of hound hunters and the overall quota 
are important factors when considering how to man-
age the state’s mountain lion population in the future, 
Williams said.

“Whatever number we put in the late season quota, 
we are 99 percent sure that quota is going to get filled 
because the hound hunters are very efficient,” he said. 

Dates and locations for the public meetings to discuss what 
state wildlife managers have learned about mountain lions since 
North Dakota’s first hunting season in 2005:
•	February	23	– Game and Fish Department headquarters, 

Bismarck, 7 p.m.
•	February	24	– Fargo Holiday Inn, 7 p.m.
•	February	29	– Killdeer Cobblestone Hotel and Suites, 7 p.m.

Stephanie Tucker (left), Game and Fish Department 
furbearer biologist, with a mountain lion kitten 
captured in the badlands as part of a two-phase 
research project. Mountain lion tracks (top) are often 
mistaken for other wild or domestic animals.

Mountain

Lion

Meetings
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“We aren’t saying that the hound hunters are doing 
anything wrong, because they are playing within the 
rules we set up, it’s just that they are very good at 
what they do.”

Since the mountain lion season was split into an 
early and late season in 2011, Tucker said the early 
season quota has not been met in any of those years. 
On the other hand, the late season quota has been 
met in each year.

“That’s simply a testament to how good the hound 
hunting is during the late season,” she said.

Despite the badlands’ rugged appearance and 
apparent vastness, Tucker said this country doesn’t 
have considerable sections of wilderness that allow 
mountain lions to really secret themselves away.

“Every time a lion crosses a snow-covered road 
in late season, it is risking getting noticed by leaving 
behind a fresh set of tracks,” Tucker said. “Consider-
ing that male lions have a home range of 80 square 
miles and female lions have a home range of 40 
square miles, they are crossing roads at some given 
time.”

There are a number of things to consider, Williams 
said, if the lion quota does need adjustment. One 
question may be how to distribute hunting oppor-
tunities amongst an increasing number of individu-
als who would like to participate in the late season. 
He said when the snow flies, creating good tracking 
opportunities during late season, individuals who can 

immediately participate are usually successful.
“If you’re a hunter who doesn’t have that kind of 

flexibility, and we get 3 inches of snow in the bad-
lands but you can’t get there until the next weekend,  
the quota is likely already filled,” Williams said. “So, 
do we, as an agency, look at some kind of scenario 
where we try to spread out that opportunity so hunt-
ers don’t feel rushed when the first significant late 
season snow hits the ground?”

Tucker said she expects the feedback at the public 
meetings to be varied as some people believe a 
declining mountain lion population is a good thing, 
while others take a different view.

“That being said, I think that the majority of 
North Dakotans believe that mountain lions should 
be managed in a sustainable way,” she said.

Williams agreed, saying he expects the public 
response to be mixed.

“The peak mountain lion population was maybe 
higher than many people were comfortable with,” 
Williams said. “Our objective was to reduce that 
population somewhat, and that has happened. The 
upcoming meetings will be part of the process that 
will help Game and Fish determine at what level we 
will try to maintain mountain lions in the future.” 

RON WILSON is editor of North Dakota OUTDOORS.

The Game and Fish Department teamed with researchers from South Dakota State 
University in 2011 to launch a two-phase research project on mountain lions in North 
Dakota’s badlands. The second phase of the project is expected to be completed in 
2017.
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Paper License Books  
Will No Longer Be Used

By Greg Freeman

ALL-ELECTRONIC
LICENSING

STARTS	APRIL	1

Beginning April 1, the paper licensing 
booklets familiar to many anglers and 
hunters will no longer be in circulation.
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law that requires hunters and anglers to pur-
chase licenses through an electronic licensing 
system takes effect April 1. That means paper 

licensing booklets will no longer be used at any license 
vendors in North Dakota.

Randy Meissner, North Dakota Game and Fish 
Department licensing manager, said most people won’t 
even notice the change, as more than 70 percent of hunt-
ers and anglers already buy their licenses electronically.

“It’s the walk-in customer who will see a difference, 
but only if their vendor of choice is not part of our elec-
tronic licensing system,” Meissner said.

Elimination of paper licenses sold at vendors has 
been in the works since 2013, when the state legisla-
ture passed a law requiring each county auditor to 
implement a computerized online licensing system 
by March of last year, and each agent or vendor 
appointed by a county auditor by March 1, 2016.

“The initial change began in fall of 2013 when 
deer bow and early Canada goose licenses were only 
available through electronic purchase, either through 
a personal computer, the Game and Fish website, or 
at license vendors in counties that were linked to the 
Department’s online licensing system,” Meissner said.

At the time, less than half the counties and their 
license vendors were part of the Department’s elec-
tronic licensing system.

“There were some growing pains, but most of 
the issues were resolved fairly quickly,” Meissner 
said. “Obviously, there were hunters who wanted 
to continue going to a vendor to purchase a license, 
but more than half of the counties were not ready to 
participate in online sales as they were not linked with 
the Game and Fish licensing system. So we worked 
with those individuals and offered options through 
the instant licensing telephone number or our web-
site.”

As Meissner mentioned, hunters and anglers can 
still buy a license by walking into a retail establish-
ment, but not every vendor that sold licenses in the 
past will still sell licenses this year.

“Those vendors that choose to be a part of our 
electronic licensing system will continue to sell hunt-
ing and fishing licenses for their customers,” Meissner 
said. “The purchase will be recorded electronically via 
computer, with licenses printed onsite. The only real 
difference is paper license books will be eliminated.”

While Game and Fish supports and maintains the 
licensing website, Meissner said vendors who want 

to be part of the electronic system are responsible for 
obtaining a computer or laptop with Internet access, and 
a printer for printing licenses.

“All licenses are to be printed on standard white 
printer paper,” he said.

Even though the paper license booklet will become 
obsolete, lottery applications in paper form will continue 
to be available at many of the same locations as in the 
past, even though they may not be part of the electronic 
system.

“We are still using paper applications for lottery 
licenses, and many vendors will continue to receive 
them,” Meissner said.

Paper License Books  
Will No Longer Be Used

ALL-ELECTRONIC
LICENSING

STARTS	APRIL	1
A

The majority 
of hunters and 
anglers today 
already purchase 
their licenses 
electronically.
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And similar to the number 
of people who already buy their 
licenses electronically, more 
than 70 percent of hunters 
already apply for lottery licenses 
online.

“We encourage people to 
apply online,” Meissner said. 
“It is so much more efficient 
because there is less chance 
of error and less staff time 
spent on inputting data, which 
ultimately speeds up the entire 
process.”

In addition to eliminat-
ing the paper license booklet, 
another change beginning in 
April that was passed by the 
2015 state legislature is that 
county auditors are no longer 
responsible for allocating and 
tracking hunting and fish-
ing license sales within their 
respective counties. Meiss-
ner said Game and Fish will 
assume that responsibility.

Amanda Anstrom, Game 
and Fish license vendor special-
ist, who is now responsible for 
tracking all the license sales for 
the Department, said a county 
auditor may still continue to 
sell hunting and fishing licenses 
like any other retail vendor 
if they choose to do so. As of 
early February, there were about 
100 vendors set up to sell hunt-
ing and fishing licenses for the 
2016-17 season.

“Unfortunately, we lost 
around 60 vendors with this 
change, with most simply 
saying they did not want to 
go online,” Anstrom said. “In 
addition, about one-third of the 
counties in North Dakota do 
not yet have a vendor signed 
up. Our goal is to have at least 
one vendor in each county by 
the end of March. We want to 
maintain the convenience of a 
hunter or angler being able to 

Early season Canada goose hunters and 
deer bowhunters are familiar with the new 
system, as participants have been able to 
only buy their licenses through electronic 
purchase since 2013.
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buy a license within a reasonable distance of their 
home, if they aren’t able to buy their licenses online 
from their own computer or phone.”

Anstrom said if a vendor wants to opt-in and sell 
licenses, they simply need to contact her to get the 
process started.

“Signing up is as simple as providing your contact 
information and having a valid email address,” she 
said.

Game and Fish plans to activate license vendor 
accounts by early March, just in time to start selling 
new licenses for the 2016-17 license year. Anstrom 
said on-site training and 24/7 phone support will be 
available for all license vendors.

“The feedback during this transition has been 
positive, as our online licensing system is simple 
and very user friendly,” she said. “This change makes 
their job easier and there is less room for mistakes. A 
vendor will no longer have to handwrite certificates, 
therefore hunters and anglers will not have to wait 
for the certificate to be filled out.”

Meissner said the ability to reprint multiple copies 
of a license, or to replace lost or damaged licenses, 
from any license vendor or a personal computer is a 
big improvement over the handwritten paper license.

“Replacing a handwritten license with stamps is 
a time-consuming process, involving a replacement 
fee and a notarized form, followed by waiting on the 
mail for the forms to be received and a new license 
to be delivered.

“In addition, vendors will be able to issue licenses 
much more quickly, especially if the customer has 
purchased electronic licenses in the past,” Meissner 
continued. “All the pertinent information is already 
in the system so it becomes a quick and easy process 
to select the new licenses, collect the license fee and 
print out the new license.”

According to Meissner, the electronic licensing 
system is a big boost for the Game and Fish Depart-
ment because it allows the Department to obtain 
more accurate information on license sales in a 
timely manner.

“The entire Department will benefit from receiv-
ing licensing data more quickly,” Meissner said. 
“Currently, all license books and stamps need to 
be collected by the counties and then returned to 
Game and Fish with payment, as well as any unsold 
books and stamps. All of these are numbered and 
have to be accounted for, which is a tedious and 
time-consuming process that involves counting each 
individual book.”

A complete list of license vendors participating 
in electronic licensing sales is available on the Game 
and Fish Department’s website at gf.nd.gov/licenses/
electronic-licensing-requirements.

GREG FREEMAN is the Game and Fish Department’s 
news editor.

An easy way to 
purchase North 
Dakota hunting 
and fishing 
licenses is to 
log on to the 
Game and Fish 
Department’s 
website at gf.nd.
gov.
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By Robert Timian

The enforcement division annually releases the number of citations issued 
for the previous year.

When we review the numbers, we ask many questions so that we can 
anticipate future trends and plan how to deal with them.

The total number of citations in 2015 was down from the record high of 2014, 
and they are comparable to 2013 numbers. Some movement up or down from one 
year to the next is expected, as many variables affect the number of citations issued 
in a given year.

2015 
EnforcEMEnt Division
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Tim Phalen, 
Department game 
warden, inspects a 
waterfowl hunter’s 
chest waders for 
aquatic nuisance 
species at an 
ANS checkpoint 
in eastern North 
Dakota in 2015.
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For instance, one example is did we have a 
full complement of game wardens on staff, or 
were we missing some for part of the year due 
to retirements or other reasons?

In the enforcement division, we look for 
trends over time, or spikes in specific types of 
violations.

In 2015, we observed one of these spikes 
in illegal hunting at night with lights, com-
monly called shining. Several years ago when 
I was a new game warden, shining was all too 
common and we spent a lot of enforcement 
time and effort on this. Over the years shin-
ing, while never gone, seemed to decline to the 
point where we were not finding the number of 
violators, and those we did find were typically in 
localized areas.

Shining cases more than doubled from 2014 
to 2015, and generally occurred across the 
state. Why did this happen? Is this a one-year 
anomaly or the new normal? At this time we 
don’t have the answers, but we’re asking the 
questions and trying to find the answers.  

Fishing without a license is one of those 
violations that remains an issue across the state. 
Again, the question for enforcement is why?

We don’t believe it’s a money issue as both 
resident ($16) and nonresident ($45) annual 
fishing licenses are a bargain for 12 months of 
fishing.

Incidents 2015 – Top 10 Counties
(An incident is defined as any situation that requires a response from 
a game warden. It does not have to be a crime, the situation could be, 
for example, a lost hunter.)
•McKenzie – 239 (Down 54 from 2014)
•Morton – 233 (Up 30)
•Burleigh – 206 (Down 60)
•Stark – 187 (Down 6)
•McLean – 179 (Up 19)
•Richland – 170
•Ward – 157
•Williams – 151
•Ramsey – 150
•Cass – 142

Citations 2015 – Top 10 Counties
• McKenzie – 267 (Down 132 from 2014)
•Ramsey – 165 (Up 25)
•Williams – 140 (Down 50)
•Morton – 131 (Up 39)
•Stark – 124 (Up 16)
•Burleigh – 112
•McLean – 97
•Mountrail – 74
•Ward – 71
•Stutsman – 67
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Game and Fish Department 
wardens patrol the Missouri River 
System and other waters visited 
by anglers and boaters during 
the state’s open water season.
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Fishing licenses are also not of limited 
number, or restricted to a specific area, like 
deer gun licenses. We are researching why, 
and what different approaches may work to 
increase compliance and decrease fishing 
without a license violations.

Sometimes the cause of a change in 
citation numbers, up or down, for a specific 
violations is simply a change in enforcement 
priority. A decade ago, aquatic nuisance spe-
cies weren’t a top priority for game wardens, 
yet today enforcing laws related to transport 
and distribution of unwanted invasive spe-
cies is a major focus.

In the end, change is the constant, and 
numbers go up and down. The challenge, 
if change produces a negative result, is to 
identify the cause and the remedy. And, con-
sidering that enforcement resources are not 
unlimited, what is the cost versus the benefit.

As the Game and Fish Department’s 
enforcement division, we continue to do 
everything we can with the resources we 
have.

ROBERT TIMIAN is the Game and Fish 
Department’s enforcement division chief.

Game and Fish 
Department wardens 
(top) are essential in 
the statewide effort to 
prevent the spread and 
transportation of aquatic 
nuisance species. Jeff 
Violett, Department game 
warden (right), visits with 
a hunter during the state’s 
popular deer gun season.
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Big Game
Failure to accompany/transport other’s game 2
Failure to wear florescent orange 10
Tagging violations 18
Exceeding limit 5
Killing wrong species or sex 4
Other big game violations 11
Total 50

Small Game/Waterfowl
Using gun able to hold more than 3 shells 65
Hunting in closed season 6
Illegal possession/taking 5
Exceeding limit 19
Failure to leave identification or sex of game 64
Killing wrong sex or species 8
Failure to accompany/transport other’s game 7
Nontoxic shot violation 7
Failure to carry federal waterfowl stamp 5
Hunting in unharvested fields 5
Other small game violations 46
Total 237

Boating
Use of unlicensed or unnumbered boat 45
Failure to display boat registration 42
Operating without lights at night 47
Inadequate number of PFDs 215
Water skiing violations 66
Reckless or negligent operation 3
Operating vessel under influence/intoxicated 13
Other boating violations 51
Total 482

Fishing
Fishing with excessive lines 63
Exceeding limit 103
Fishing in closed/restricted area 9
Failure to attend lines 16
No identification on fish house 11
ANS violation 78
Paddlefish violations 9
Other fishing violations 46
Total 335

Furbearer
Shining (using artificial light) 20
Illegal possession/taking 2
Harassing furbearers with motor vehicle 4
Other furbearer violations 14
Total 40

General
Use of motor vehicle off established trail 2
Use of motor vehicle in restricted area 43
Harassing wildlife with motor vehicle 2
Hunting on posted land without permission 56
Hunting before/after legal hours 19
Wanton waste 18
Aid in concealment of unlawful game 2
Hunting in wrong unit/closed area 16
Loaded firearm in motor vehicle 13
Discharge of firearm within/on motor vehicle 1
440 yard violation 4
Littering 51
Other general violations 88
Total 315

Licensing
Failure to sign/affix stamp 9
Hunting/fishing/trapping without proper license 247
Failure to carry license on person 328
Misrepresentation on license or application 19
Other licensing violations 2
Total 605

Wildlife Management Areas/Refuge
Failure to obey posted regulations 91
Camping 8
Tree stand violations 2
Possession of glass beverage containers 49
Baiting on WMA 6
Possession/discharge of fireworks 3
Prohibited uses of motor vehicles 18
Unlawful use of firearms 2
Other WMA/refuge violations 4
Total 183

Miscellaneous
Possession of controlled substance 19
Possession of drug paraphernalia 17
Open container 26
Minor in possession 42
Criminal trespass 21
Other miscellaneous 34
Total 159

Commercial
Guide/outfitter without a license 9
Other commercial 13
Total 22

2015 Summary of Violations
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By Greg Freeman, Department News Edi tor 
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Spring Light Goose Season Opens
North Dakota’s spring light goose season 

opens February 20 and continues through 
May 15.

Residents must have a valid current 
season 2015-16 (valid through March 31) 
or 2016-17 (required April 1) combination 
license; or a small game, and general game 
and habitat license. The 2016-17 license is 
available for purchase beginning March 15.

Nonresidents need a 2016 spring light 
goose season license. The cost is $50 and the 
license is good statewide. Nonresidents who 
hunt the spring season remain eligible to 
buy a fall season license. The spring season 
does not count against the 14-day fall 
waterfowl season regulation.

In addition, nonresident youth under age 
16 can purchase a license at the resident fee 
if their state has youth reciprocity licensing 
with North Dakota.

A federal duck stamp is not required for 
either residents or nonresidents.

Resident and nonresident licenses are 
available only from the North Dakota 
Game and Fish Department’s Bismarck 
office, the Department’s website at gf.nd.
gov, by calling 800-406-6409, or at any ven-
dor linked to the Department’s electronic 
licensing system.

Availability of food and open water 
dictate when snow geese arrive in the state. 

Early migrants generally start showing up 
in the southeast part of the state in mid-to-
late March, but huntable numbers usually 
aren’t around until the end of March or 
early April. Movements into and through 
the state depend on available roosting areas 
and the extent of the snow line.

Hunters must obtain a new Harvest 
Information Program registration number 
before hunting. The HIP number can be 
obtained online or by calling 888-634-4798. 
The HIP number is good for the fall season 
as well, so spring hunters should save it to 
record on their fall license.

The Game and Fish Department will 
provide hunters with migration updates 
once geese have entered the state. Hunt-
ers can access the department’s website, or 
call 701-328-3697, to receive generalized 
locations of bird sightings in North Dakota 
until the season ends or geese have left the 
state. Migration reports will be updated 
periodically during the week.

The spring season is only open to light 
geese – snows, blues, and Ross’s. Species 
identification is important because white-
fronted and Canada geese travel with light 
geese. The season is closed to whitefronts, 
Canada geese, swans and all other migra-
tory birds.

Shooting hours are 30 minutes before 

sunrise to 30 minutes after sunset. There 
is no daily bag limit or possession limit. 
Electronic and recorded calls, as well as 
shotguns capable of holding more than 
three shells, may be used to take light geese 
during this season.

 There are no waterfowl rest areas desig-
nated for the spring season. Hunters should 
note that private land within waterfowl rest 
areas closed last fall may be posted closed 
to hunting.

 Nontoxic shot is required for hunt-
ing all light geese statewide. Driving off 
established roads and trails is strongly 
discouraged during this hunt because of 
the likelihood of soft, muddy conditions, 
and winter wheat that is planted across the 
state. Sprouted winter wheat is considered 
an unharvested crop. Therefore, hunting or 
off-road travel in winter wheat is not legal 
without landowner permission.

 To maintain good landowner relations, 
hunters are advised to seek permission 
before hunting on private lands or attempt-
ing any off-road travel during this season. 

 All regular hunting season regulations 
not addressed above apply to the spring 
season. For more information on regula-
tions refer to the 2016 Spring Light Goose 
Hunting Regulations and the 2015 North 
Dakota Waterfowl Hunting Guide.
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BOAT  
REGISTRATION 
REMINDER

Boat owners purchasing watercraft 
from private individuals this winter 
are reminded to register it in their 
name with the North Dakota Game 
and Fish Department.

Registering a used watercraft pur-
chased from an individual must include 
proof of transfer of ownership, such as 
a photocopy of the previous owner’s 
registration card, a canceled check or 
a signed note from the previous owner 
stating transfer of ownership.

The prorated price to 
register motorboats under 
16 feet in length, and all 
canoes, is $6, motorboats 
from 16 feet to less than 
20 feet in length, $12, and 
motorboats at least 20 feet 
in length, $15.

The current three-year boat registra-
tion cycle runs through December 31, 
2016.

In addition, boat owners who need 
to renew their registration can renew 
online at the Game and Fish website, 
gf.nd.gov, by clicking Buy and Apply, 
and “watercraft registration and renew-

als” under the watercraft heading.
Also, anyone buying a new or used 

watercraft can register online and 
generate a 10-day temporary permit 
that is valid until the registration is 
processed.

Regulations require the boat num-
ber to be in contrasting color to the 
hull in plain vertical block letters at 
least 3 inches in height, excluding any 
border, trim, outlining or shading, and 
must be maintained in a legible condi-
tion so the number is clearly visible in 
daylight hours. The number must read 
from left to right, and groups of num-
bers and letters must be separated by a 
space or hyphen equivalent in width to 
the letter “M.”

In addition, a validation sticker 
issued by the Game and Fish Depart-
ment must be displayed on the boat 
within 6 inches of the number toward 
the rear of the boat. No other numbers 
should be displayed in this area.

Reminder to Register
Darkhouse spearfishing season is open through 

March 15, and all participants, regardless of age, are 
reminded to register with the North Dakota Game 
and Fish Department.

Free registration is available at 
the Department’s website, gf.nd.
gov, or through any Game and Fish 
Department office.

Darkhouse spearing is allowed for all residents 
with a valid fishing license and for residents under 
age 16.

Nonresidents may darkhouse spearfish in North 
Dakota if they are from states that offer the same 
privilege for North Dakota residents. Legal fish are 
northern pike and nongame species.

All waters open to hook-and-line fishing are open 
to darkhouse spearing except the following waters: 
Braun Lake, Logan County; East Park Lake, West 
Park Lake, Lake Audubon, McLean County; Heckers 
Lake, Sheridan County; McClusky Canal; New Johns 
Lake, Burleigh County; Red Willow Lake, Griggs 
County; and Sweet Briar Dam, Morton County.

Anglers should refer to the 2014-16 North Dakota 
Fishing Guide for more information.

WARDENS ASSOCIATION 
SCHOLARSHIP

The North Dakota Game Wardens 
Association has a $300 scholarship available 
for a graduating high school senior entering 
college in fall 2016 who enrolls in fisheries or 
wildlife management, with an emphasis on 
law enforcement.

Applicants must be North Dakota residents 
and have maintained a 3.25 grade point aver-
age. The scholarship will be awarded to the 
student upon proof of enrollment in college.

Applications are available by contacting the 
North Dakota Game and Fish Department at 
701-328-6604; or email ndgf@nd.gov. Appli-
cations must be postmarked no later than May 
9, 2016.            
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NASP Tourney Returns to Minot 
North Dakota’s National Archery in 

the Schools Program state tournament 
is March 18-19 at the North Dakota 
State Fair Center in Minot.

In 2015, the tournament featured 
a record 530-plus student archers. Jeff 
Long, NASP state coordinator for the 
North Dakota Game and Fish Depart-
ment, said the event continues to grow 
and he expects last year’s attendance to 
be easily eclipsed.

“More and more schools are being 
added to the NASP program every 
year,” Long said. “As more kids come to 
the event in Minot and see the excellent 
venue, experience the excitement and 
get a taste for how much fun it is, it’s 
easy to see why this is growing.”

Winning state tournament teams and 
the top 10 individual winners qualify 
for the national tournament in Lou-
isville, Kentucky. Of the many North 
Dakota student archers who competed 
in Kentucky in 2015, Spencer Brockman 
of North Sargent High School had the 
highest (fifth-place) finish. Brockman, 
a senior, will be in Minot in March to 
defend his state title.

Long said only schools offering 
NASP lessons during school hours as 
part of their standard curriculum are 
eligible to participate in the state tour-
nament. Schools that don’t meet this 

requirement are encouraged to contact 
Long to get the program started.

The list of North Dakota schools 
involved in NASP can be found on the 
Game and Fish Department’s website at 
gf.nd.gov.

Schools enter teams and individuals 
in the following grade level divisions: 
elementary (4-5), middle (6-8), and high 
school (9-12). Teams must have 12-24 
members, with a minimum of four from 
each gender. If smaller schools wish to 
form a team, archers may participate up 
one grade division for team competition, 
but they would compete individually in 
their appropriate age category.

Recognition is given to the top plac-
ing team in each division, the top five 
males and females in each division, and 
the top scoring male and female regard-
less of division. For the first time, Long 
said college scholarships will be awarded 
to some of the top finishers at the state 
event. Scholarships are provided through 
funds raised by the North Dakota Youth 
Archery Advisory Council, with match-
ing funds from NASP.

For more information regarding the 
tournament, schools should contact 
Long by email at ndgf@nd.gov, or call 
701-328-6615. To learn more, visit the 
Game and Fish website at gf.nd.gov.

Permanent Fish  
House Reminder

State law requires permanent fish 
houses to be removed from North 
Dakota waters by midnight March 15.

Anglers are advised to 
use caution because mild 
weather conditions can 
quickly result in unstable 
ice conditions.

Fish houses may be used after March 
15 if they are removed daily.

In addition, it is illegal to leave fish 
houses on any federal refuge land or on 
any state-owned or managed land after 
March 15.
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Midwinter Waterfowl Survey
The North Dakota Game and Fish 

Department’s annual midwinter waterfowl 
survey in early January indicated a record 
222,890 Canada geese in the state.

Andy Dinges, Department migratory 
game bird biologist, said an estimated 
109,820 Canada geese were observed on 
the Missouri River, and another 25,370 
scattered on Nelson Lake in Oliver County.

Lake Sakakawea, which is typically 
iced-over in early January but had substan-

tial open water during this year’s survey, 
had 87,395 geese.

Dinges said after summarizing the 
numbers, an additional 15,440 mallards 
were tallied statewide.

“Little snow accumulation occurred 
up to the survey date and the availability 
of food should have been good,” he said. 
“Overall, wintering conditions were excel-
lent.”

Dinges said the first large waves of 

migrating waterfowl occurred during 
the first two weeks in November. Cold 
conditions in late November pushed many 
waterfowl through the state.

“After that short cold spell, moderate 
temperatures, with little snow accumula-
tion, allowed birds to remain in the state 
on the Missouri River System up until the 
survey, and on a few larger wetlands in the 
northwest and south central portions of the 
state until mid-December,” he said.

The Game and Fish Department’s 
annual Earth Day awareness campaign 
is accepting entries for design of a 
2016 Earth Day patch. North Dakota 
students ages 6-18 are eligible to par-
ticipate. The deadline to submit entries 
is March 15.

The Game and Fish Department will 
announce a winner in three age categories – 6-9, 10-13, and 
14-18. Each winner will receive a pair of binoculars. The final patch design 
will be chosen from the three winners.

The winning design will be used on a patch given to members of Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, 
4-H clubs and any school participating in Earth Day cleanup projects on state-owned or man-
aged lands in North Dakota in April and May.

The patch should incorporate some aspect of Earth Day – celebrated April 22 – or keeping 
North Dakota clean. It must be round and three inches in diameter. There is a limit of five 
colors on the patch, and lettering must be printed. Name, address, age and phone num-
ber of the contestant must be clearly printed on the entry form. Only one entry per 
person is allowed.

Earth Day contest rules and entry forms are available on the Game and 
Fish Department’s website, gf.nd.gov. For more information, contact Pat 
Lothspeich, Department outreach biologist, by email at ndgf@nd.gov, or 
call 701-328-6332.
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Stan Kohn

Aaron Robinson

Kohn Retires,  
Robinson Fills 
Position

Stan Kohn, longtime 
upland game management 
supervisor, retired recently 
after more than 40 years with 
the Game and Fish Depart-
ment. Aaron Robinson, 
Department upland game 
biologist, Dickinson, has filled 
Kohn’s position.

STAFF NOTES

Youth Grant Program Application Deadline
Wildlife, shooting, fraternal and 

nonprofit civil organizations are 
urged to submit an application for 
the Encouraging Tomorrow’s Hunt-
ers program, a State Game and Fish 
Department grant program developed 
to assist recruitment of the next gen-
eration of hunters and shooters.

The maximum grant allowed is 
$3,000. The program currently helps 
fund more than 40 club and organi-
zational events and projects, with an 
average grant of $1,250.

Grant funds help cover event 
expenses, including promotional 
printing; event memorabilia such as 
shirts, caps or vests; ammunition and 
targets, and eye and ear protection.

Past funding has enabled several 
groups to conduct youth pheasant and 
waterfowl hunts, while others have 
sponsored trap and other shooting 
events, including archery and rifle 
shooting.

Any club or organization inter-
ested in conducting a youth hunting 
or shooting event can get more infor-
mation, including a grant application, 
from the Game and Fish Department 
website, gf.nd.gov, or by contacting 
outreach biologist Pat Lothspeich at 
701-328-6332.

The deadline to apply 
for a 2016 grant is 
April 20.

North Dakota citizens with 
an interest in supporting wildlife 
conservation programs are reminded 
to look for the Watchable Wildlife 
checkoff on the state tax form.

The state income tax form gives 
wildlife enthusiasts an opportunity 
to support nongame wildlife like 
songbirds and birds of prey, while 
at the same time contributing to 
programs that help everyone enjoy 
all wildlife.

2015 Watchable Wildlife Contest
Nongame Runner-up

American white pelican
Ross Warner, Bismarck

The checkoff – whether you 
are receiving a refund or hav-
ing to pay in – is an easy way to 
voluntarily contribute to sustain 
this long standing program. In 
addition, direct donations to the 
program are accepted any time 
of year.

To learn more about Watch-
able Wildlife program activities, 
visit the Game and Fish Depart-
ment website at gf.nd.gov.

Checkoff for Watchable Wildlife
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NORTH DAKOTA GAME
AND FISH ONLINE

visit http://gf.nd.gov

MORE FEATURES
 Current wildlife and �shing news
 GIS map creation
 Review important season dates
   and regulations
 Register for hunter education 
   classes

NORTH DAKOTA 
GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT
100 North Bismarck Expressway 

Bismarck, ND 58501-5095 
701-328-6300

Email: ndgf@nd.gov

North Dakota 
PLOTS Guide

EXPLORE

WATCH
Outdoors 
Online
Weekly 
Webcasts
and TV 
Features

PURCHASE
and Print Licenses 
and Apply for 
Lottery Licenses

North Dakota 
OUTDOORS
Magazines

VIEW

NORTH DAKOTA

DICKINSON
KQCD - Tuesday - 9 pm (MT) KXMA - Sunday - 9 pm (MT)

MINOT
KMOT - Tuesday - 10 pm

KXMC - Saturday - 10 pm; Monday - Noon

WILLISTON
KUMV - Tuesday - 10 pm
KXMD - Sunday - 10 pm;

Monday - Noon

GRAND FORKS
WDAZ - Wednesday - 5 pm

FARGO
KVRR - Sunday - 9 pm BISMARCK

KFYR - Tuesday - 10 pm
KXMB - Sunday - 10 pm CATV – Saturday - 9:30 am

on Television

Application Deadlines
Season Opening Dates
Maximum Harvest Quotas
Other Timely Updates

 

SUBSCRIBE TO
GAME AND FISH

New Message Cancel

To: 468311

SendNDGF ALERTS

RECEIVE:

TEXT ALERTS

JUST TEXT: NDGF Alerts
TO: 468311

For more options to receive Game and Fish 
news and information, visit the Game and 

Fish website at gf.nd.gov.
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By Ron Wilson

I’m a dog guy, always have 
been.

I got my first dog, an 
undecipherable black-and-white mix 
of this and that, in Shasta County, 
California. The story goes that I was 
promised a puppy to take back to 
Oregon, but first I had to crawl in 
the dirt underneath a shed and pluck 
one from a litter.

I grabbed a male and named him 
Spot.

Considering that was nearly 50 
years ago, I’m just going by what 

I’ve been told by family over 
time. What I do remem-

ber, years later, is 
shooting my first 
rooster flushed by 
Spot, with a single-
shot .410 shotgun.

Looking back, 
neither of us had 

any reason to do 
what we did. Spot 
didn’t have a lick of 
hunter in him and I 
was a long way from 
becoming one.

Spot went missing 
when I was away at 

college. Just walked 
away one day and never 

came home. Dad, who was losing 
a one-sided fight against pancreatic 
cancer at the time, told me over the 
phone that he’d looked and looked 
for Spot. He said it was a shame 
because Spot was a good, old dog, 
and family shouldn’t die alone.

Only one of them did.
I’ve been thinking a lot about 

dogs lately because some close 
friends lost their dogs in January. 
Murphy died on a Monday and 

Carter on a Friday, respectively.
It’s not my place to say any more 

than I saw how hard it was on the 
families, and I get it.

I’ve lived in North Dakota for 
nearly 30 years, and besides one short 
stretch in the beginning, we’ve always 
had a dog, most often two, in the 
house. The roll call, dominated by 
bird dogs, includes a springer spaniel, 
golden retriever, three Brittanys and 
a basset-terrier-lhasa mix that didn’t 
hunt, but often went along for the 
lunch.

While I’ve had to apologize to 
hunting partners for my dogs in the 
field on occasion, and once for Deke 
(Brittany No. 2) for jumping out of 
the boat on Devils Lake, I don’t often 
apologize for them away from it.

From the first dog, they all have 
glommed onto the furniture as if they 
shopped and paid for it. Any attempt 
to apologize to company for this 
behavior would come off as half-
hearted, so I don’t often bother.

It’s February and there is little to 
offer my dogs. It’s a lean time, with 
nothing to hunt. The spring turkey 
season in early April comes next, but 
that means nothing to them. If my 
son and I draw licenses, the dogs stay 
home.

In the meantime, we’ll wander the 
countryside without shotguns and 
little intent. If anyone were to stop 
and ask, I’d tell them we’re hunting 
for sheds.

It wouldn’t be a total lie, yet it 
sounds better than saying we’re just 
looking for an excuse to get us off the 
couch.

RON WILSON is editor of North Dakota 
OUTDOORS.
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North Dakota’s first statewide aerial 
big game survey, and the first of its 
kind in the country, was flown nearly 
three-quarters of a century ago.

The aerial census was made possi-
ble by the passage of the Federal Aid 
in Wildlife Restoration Act, commonly 
known as the Pittman-Robertson Act, 
which raises funds through a dedi-
cated excise tax on sporting guns 
and ammunition.

Spotters in the plane were biolo-
gists with the North Dakota Game 
and Fish Department’s federal aid 
division, or Pittman-Robinson person-
nel. The pilot in those initial aerial sur-
veys was Bruce Wright of Bottineau.

“Perhaps some the readers of this 
magazine remember seeing a small 
red airplane flying systematically 
back and forth at low altitudes over 
certain areas of North Dakota  
during January, February and March,” 

read the June 1941 issue of North 
Dakota OUTDOORS. “Some may 
have wondered what it was all about. 
The secret is now out … and we can 
now give our readers an authorita-
tive account of the activities of this 
mysterious low-flying plane and the 
crew it carried.”

One of the crew was Roy Bach, 
North Dakota’s first Pittman-Robert-
son biologist. “It was difficult to obtain 
even a little information regarding the 
use of a plane in big game census 
work and it seemed that, for the most 
part, what little work had been done 
on this method tended to show that 
for most areas it was not practical,” 
Bach wrote decades ago.

Even so, Wright and his plane were 
hired for $4 an hour, and biologists 
counted deer and pronghorn across 
the state, and made note of every-
thing else they saw. The first Pittman-

Robertson aerial census produced an 
estimated 7,000 whitetails, 952 mule 
deer and 582 pronghorn.

“It would seem the aerial survey as 
now being run is an answer to long-
standing problems of censusing big 
game,” Bach wrote in 1941.

When the biologists were readying 
to launch the first big game aerial sur-
vey, they noted in a report the need 
for an experienced pilot.

“Any pilot with a series of ‘crack-
ups’ to his record had perhaps better 
be passed up,” the report read.

Also of note: A standard accessory 
at the time when flying was a 40-foot 
rope “… to permit the crew to escape 
from the plane if it ever happened to 
be suspended in the tops of some 
trees.”

RON WILSON is editor of North 
Dakota OUTDOORS.

By Ron Wilson
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Former North 
Dakota Game 
and Fish 
Department 
pilot, Tyler 

Hendrickson, and 
an unidentified 
passenger, fly a 
white-tailed deer 
survey along the 
Missouri River 
bottoms between 
Washburn and 
Bismarck sometime 
in the late 1950s.


