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In November, we opened the deer gun 
season in short sleeves, something I’ve 
done only a few times in 50 years in 

North Dakota, and today we are looking at 
snowfall records for December in Bismarck.

We’ve had hard winters before, usually 
with dire consequences for our state’s wild-
life. But following the last two relatively 
mild winters, those difficult ones are easy to 
forget.

The weather mixture we’ve received so 
far – freezing temperatures, freezing rain, 
feet of snow, warming temperatures, and so 
on – is difficult for animals trying to survive 
on the landscape. North Dakota’s wildlife 
can be a lot like its human residents. We’re 
innovative and we don’t give up easily. But 
this winter looks like it might stretch thin 
even the hardiest of creatures.

While this winter, to date, looks similar 
to winter 1996-97 and winter 2008-09 in 
terms of snowfall, there are some upsides. 
There were areas of the state where mois-
ture was a little in short supply, and some 
recreational fishing lakes had declining 
water levels. We weren’t in danger of losing 
any fisheries due to low water levels, but 
had we experienced extended periods of 
reduced precipitation, it could have gotten 
to that.

This winter’s precipitation will certainly 
replenish those areas and provide for good 
fishing in the future, but I’m not sure we 
could get much better than what was expe-
rienced this past open water season.

Because of where we live, we understand 
that we’ll periodically experience a winter 
like this. And, like in years past, wildlife will 
eventually bounce back from the difficult 
weather. Even so, I’m not sure adequate 
winter cover like multi-row tree belts and 
cattail sloughs are enough to carry all wild-
life through a winter like this.

The ability for the state’s wildlife to 
bounce back has diminished since the 
last winter with similar snow depths and 
temperatures. You’ve heard us constantly 
and consistently talk about having adequate 
wildlife habitat on the ground. Following 
the 2008-09 winter, which was the begin-
ning of three consecutive harsh winters, 
we still had approximately 3 million acres 
of grass on the landscape, which allowed 
pheasants and deer to rebound much 
quicker. Today, at least 2 million acres of 
that habitat no longer exists, which will 
make the rebound slower. We’re working on 
recovering that habitat, but it’s not a quick 
process.

I’d be remiss if I didn’t take this oppor-
tunity to thank Governor Dalrymple for 
his confidence in me to serve as director 
of Game and Fish under his leadership. 
He made the decision to keep me in the 
position after then Governor Hoeven left to 
become our U.S. senator.

I also want to thank Governor Burgum 
for his continued confidence in me. I’m 
looking forward to working with Governor 
Burgum to find new and innovative ways 
to make the Game and Fish Department 
more efficient, increase the fish and wildlife 
resources that we all cherish, and balance 
the many varied interests across the state 
that come into play in our business.

While we may have a few more months 
of winter ahead of us, there’s still plenty to 
do in the wilds of North Dakota. It may 
take a little more work to get out to that 
fishing spot for ice fishing. Or it may take 
a little more energy to get out there and 
hunt coyotes, but that’s part of our nature 
in North Dakota. We’re not afraid to put a 
little more energy into the things we enjoy 
doing. Just get out and enjoy what North 
Dakota has to offer.
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I often wonder what our predecessors would think about some 
of the issues that seem to consume so much of our time today.

There’s no doubt they were plenty busy dealing with important 
issues, but it seems unlikely they spent any appreciable amount 
of time addressing the Endangered Species Act, zebra mussels or 
chronic wasting disease.

Conversely, I do suspect that increasing wildlife habitat, the 
equitable allocation of lottery licenses and gauging public senti-
ment are timeless issues that were likely at the forefront from the 
beginning of modern fisheries and wildlife management.

Technology continues to make us more efficient in a number 
of areas. In 2015, North Dakota lawmakers passed a bill that 
mandated all hunting and fishing licenses be sold electronically 
starting April 1, 2016. With the exception of a few glitches, the 
transition to an all-electronic licensing system last year was rela-
tively smooth.

By Scott Peterson

IN REVIEW

Anglers on the Missouri River take advantage of a 
beautiful fall day and open water fishing opportunities.
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The Game and Fish Department still 
accepts paper lottery applications, but 
there are some distinct advantages to 
submitting applications electronically, and 
the number submitted online continues to 
climb.  

Twenty-plus years of being more wet 
than dry has left us with a record number 
of actively managed fishing lakes across 
the landscape. Department fisheries 
biologists are working at a steady pace 
to maintain those fisheries and provide 
reasonable access.

These could very well be the glory 
days of fishing in North Dakota and we 
encourage anglers to take full advantage.

Based on public input at district 
advisory board meetings in late fall, most 
areas of the state were beginning to see at 
least a modest increase in deer numbers. 
We recognize not everyone was fortu-
nate enough to get their deer license of 
choice in 2016, but those who did seemed 
to have had an enjoyable deer hunting 
season.

Deer populations are influenced by 
a number of factors, including hunter 
harvest and weather. The one thing that 
can temper all of those factors, though, is 
plentiful and quality habitat. Understand-
ing this, we continue to deliver the mes-
sage that habitat is the foundation upon 
which all wildlife and fisheries popula-
tions are built.

As I look out my office window at the 
time of this writing in late December, I 
have some serious concerns about what 
the end result of this winter will mean for 
terrestrial wildlife, particularly deer and 
pheasants. This is even more concerning, 
given the fact that North Dakota has far 
less habitat on the landscape than it did 
just a few short years ago.

Let’s hope that this is an example of a 
winter that came in like a lion, but went 
out like a lamb.

Fishing in North Dakota
Generally wet conditions across much 

of North Dakota the last five years, 
coupled with aggressive fisheries manage-
ment, have helped produce excellent fish-
ing opportunities in many locations.

According to Game and Fish Depart-
ment statistics, anglers purchased a record 
number of fishing licenses in each of the 

last four years, with an all-time high of 
nearly 223,000 resident and nonresident 
licenses reached in 2015-16.

Again in 2016, North Dakota boasted a 
record number of managed fishing waters. 
That means options for finding a place to 
fish close to home, or farther down the 
road, are better than ever.

With North Dakota’s recent growth in 
prairie walleye fisheries, Game and Fish 
biologists stocked a record 150-plus lakes 
across the state with nearly 11 million 
walleye fingerlings in summer. This was 
made possible by record production of 
10.4 million fingerlings at Garrison Dam 
National Fish Hatchery, probably the 
most walleyes ever produced at a single 
hatchery anywhere in the country.

The top three fisheries in the state, 
which hasn’t changed for many years, were 
Lake Sakakawea, Devils Lake and Lake 
Oahe/Missouri River.

During fall fish survey work, when 
fisheries biologists evaluated fish spawn-
ing and stocking success, it was found that 
Sakakawea produced the fourth highest 
young-of-the-year catch of sauger since 
1970; walleye numbers were relatively 
good due to natural reproduction and 
stocking efforts; and a lot of young-of-
the-year smelt were found in the stom-
achs of other fish, indicating good smelt 
reproduction.

While the Missouri River continues its 
recovery from the flood of 2011, biologists 
found gizzard shad at all sites from Gar-
rison Dam to Lake Oahe. While Oahe 
had its highest gizzard shad count since 
2008, overall forage in the reservoir is still 
lacking.

The Devils Lake basin reported rela-
tively good catches of young-of-the-year 
walleye, and Game and Fish also stocked 
1.7 million walleye fingerlings in spring.

While the Missouri River System and Devils Lake garner most of the attention from anglers, 
fishing opportunities for many fish species are at a high all over North Dakota.
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All-Electronic 
Licensing

A law that requires all 
hunters and anglers to 
purchase licenses through 
the Game and Fish Depart-
ment’s electronic licensing 
system took effect April 1. 
That means paper licensing 
booklets are no longer used 
at any license vendors in 
North Dakota.

The elimination of 
nonelectronic licenses got 
rolling in 2013, when the 
state legislature passed a law 
requiring each county audi-
tor to implement a com-
puterized online licensing 
system by March 2015.

Legislation also provided 
for the Game and Fish 
Department to assume 
responsibility for allocating 
and tracking hunting and 
fishing license sales within 
the state.

Overall, this switch to 
all-electronic licensing was 
mostly a smooth transition 
for the agency and hunters 
and anglers.

Aquatic Nuisance 
Species Status

North Dakota did not 
have any new aquatic 
nuisance species discover-
ies in 2016. That includes 
movement of ANS that are 
already in the state, or docu-
mentation of new species.

Emergency rules for 
the Red River, where adult 
zebra mussels were discov-
ered in 2015, became per-
manent rules. In addition, 
a new statewide regulation 
was established that requires 
boaters to remove drain 
plugs and leave them out 
during transport. This also 
applies to draining devices 
being left open, and other 
types of equipment.

Hunters and 
anglers noticed 
a change in 
2016 before 
they even got 
outdoors, as a 
law that required 
all licenses to 
be purchased 
electronically 
went into effect in 
spring.

Through a grant 
provided by Game 
and Fish, the 
Department hired 
seasonal staff 
through Valley City 
State University in 
2016 to inspect 
boats for aquatic 
nuisance species, 
while at the same 
time demonstrating 
to anglers how to 
conduct their own 
inspections.

While fisheries 
biologists are 
uncertain of the 
fallout of having 
adult zebra 
mussels in the 
Red River, what is 
certain is the effort 
to stop the spread 
of this aquatic 
nuisance species 
to other North 
Dakota waters.
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In 2016 Game and Fish for the first 
time hired seasonal staff through Valley 
City State University to conduct boat 
inspections. These students inspected more 
than 430 boats and surveyed boaters at 
high-risk waters, including Devils Lake, 
Lake Sakakawea and several waters in 
the southeast and south central fisheries 
districts.

Game and Fish biologists and coop-
erators also expanded early detection 
sampling for zebra mussels from 17 to 32 
waters across the state, and ANS surveil-
lance by fisheries staff was at an all-time 
high.

Other ANS prevention work included 
inspections of commercial equipment and 
bait from out-of-state vendors, and devel-
opment and installation of signs designat-
ing the Red River as a Class I Infested 
Water.

North Dakota is fortunate to this 
point to have few problems with ANS. 
The cooperation of our state’s anglers and 
boaters in helping keep new infestations to 
a minimum is much appreciated.

Bighorn Sheep Hunting Season
After closing the bighorn sheep hunt-

ing season in 2015 to assess the severity 
of a bacterial pneumonia outbreak in the 
population in western North Dakota, 
Game and Fish allocated eight bighorn 
sheep licenses in 2016.

Game and Fish announced in February 
that the bighorn sheep hunting season sta-
tus would be determined after completion 
of the summer population survey. Typi-
cally, the license drawing is held in spring, 
but with the chance of even more sheep 
dying in summer, the drawing was held in 
September.

License numbers were determined 
by assessing the age structure and total 
number of rams in the population. The 
July-August survey in 2016 showed a 
minimum of 103 rams in the badlands, an 
increase of 18 percent from 2015. The ram 
count was the highest on record.

Bighorns continue to die of pneumonia 
in western North Dakota, but at a much 
slower rate. This is the second outbreak in 

the state’s sheep population, the first com-
ing in 1997 when about 100 sheep died.

River Otter Season
The Game and Fish Department is 

considering the possibility of offering a 
river otter season in 2017. This topic was 
brought up for discussion at fall district 
advisory board meetings and will continue 
in spring.

Wildlife biologists said data collected 
and research findings indicate that river 
otters have recolonized most areas of the 
state where they occurred historically, and 
they have inhabited the Red River Valley 
and its tributaries for about 15 years.

If approved, the season would likely 
open statewide November 27, 2017 and 
continue through March 15, 2018, with a 
season harvest limit of 15.

Mule Deer Continue Rebound
The Game and Fish Department’s fall 

mule deer survey indicated that mule deer 
had another good year of fawn production.

Biologists counted 3,003 (2,157 in 

Heading into fall, Game and Fish biologists reported good numbers of mature rams on the landscape, despite a 
bacterial pneumonia outbreak on the bighorn sheep population in western North Dakota that started in 2014.
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2015) mule deer in the annual aerial survey in 
October. The buck-to-doe ratio of 0.48 (0.42 in 
2015) is higher than the long-term average of 0.43 
bucks per doe, while the fawn-to-doe ratio of 0.90 
(0.84 in 2015) is the same as the long-term average.

The mule deer population continues to recover 
following the devastating winters of 2008-11, with 
its third consecutive year of fawn production near or 
above the long-term average.

From 2012-15, Game and Fish did not issue 
any antlerless mule deer licenses in eight badlands 
hunting units. In 2016, a limited number of mule 
deer doe licenses were made available in three units.

Statewide, Game and Fish issued 49,000 deer 
gun licenses in 2016, nearly 5,800 more than in 
2015.

Roosters and Waterfowl
North Dakota’s 2016 roadside pheasant survey 

indicated total birds and number of broods were 
down statewide from 2015.

The survey showed total pheasants were down 10 
percent from last year. In addition, brood observa-
tions were down 7 percent, while the average brood 
size was down 8 percent. 

Mule deer in the North Dakota badlands continued to show signs of recovery in 2016. Last spring marked the fourth consecutive year the 
spring mule deer index was higher than the previous year. Not all the bucks in the survey, of course, look like this mature buck.

There was some optimism concerning upland game birds in 2016 because 
the winter prior was noticeably warmer, with little snow accumulation across 
North Dakota’s pheasant range, and birds got through winter in good 
shape. Yet, late summer surveys showed that pheasant numbers were 
expected to be down in 2016.
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Good wetland conditions and high 
waterfowl numbers were again found 
during the Game and Fish Depart-
ment’s 69th annual breeding duck 
survey.

The number of broods observed 
during the Department’s July brood 
survey was up 10 percent from 2015, 
and 36 percent above the 1965-2016 
average. The average brood size, how-
ever, was down 0.73 ducklings.

Numbers of resident Canada 
geese, Western Prairie Canada geese 
and arctic nesting Tallgrass Prairie 
Canada geese, snow geese and Ross’s 
geese all remained high.

Pronghorn Comeback 
Continues

Recovery of the state’s pronghorn 
population in western North Dakota 
is slow, but it continues.

The Game and Fish Department’s 
aerial survey in summer determined 
the number of pronghorn in the state 
increased by 34 percent from last 
year, primarily due to a mild winter 
in 2015-16, and higher fawn produc-
tion in 2016, with a fawn-to-doe 
ratio of 66 fawns per 100 does, which 
is slightly higher than the long-term 
average.

A limited pronghorn season was 
offered for a third consecutive year 
in 2016, with 730 licenses, 320 more 
than 2015.

Statewide pronghorn numbers in 
2016 were 94 percent higher than the 
low reached in 2012, but still nearly 
50 percent below near-record high 
numbers in 2007.

SCOTT PETERSON is the Game and 
Fish Department’s deputy director.

2016 Statistics  
and Highlights

• The Game and Fish Department’s 
annual midwinter waterfowl survey 
indicated a record 222,890 Canada 
geese in the state in early January. 
In addition, more than 15,000 mal-
lards were tallied statewide.

• The Game and Fish Department’s 
annual spring mule deer survey in 
western North Dakota indicated 
the population increased by 21 
percent from 2015.

• A wolverine that was harass-
ing livestock was shot and killed 
in McKenzie County. The last 
confirmed record of a wolverine 
in North Dakota was from the fur 
trading era in the mid-1800s.

• Grant Werkmeister of Willis-
ton snagged a record 131-pound 
paddlefish on May 7 near the 
confluence of the Missouri and Yel-
lowstone rivers.

• 530 archers competed in the North 
Dakota National Archery in the 
Schools Program state tournament 
in March in Minot.

• More than 400 student athletes 
participated in the North Dakota 
State High School Clay Target 
League state tournament in June in 
Horace.

• Hunters around North Dakota had 
access to roughly the same number 
of Private Land Open To Sports-
men acres – about 730,000 – in 
2016 as they did in 2105.

• Game and Fish Department fisher-
ies crews collected about 2 million 
eggs during their annual salmon 
spawning operation on the Mis-
souri River System.

Game and Fish biologists conducted aerial surveys in early July and determined 
the number of pronghorn in the state increased by 34 percent from 2015, 
primarily due to a mild winter in 2015-16, and higher fawn production in 2016.
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
July 1, 2015 to June 30, 2016

Income $ 33,542,347
Expenses $ 31,158,784

FUND BALANCES,  
FIXED ASSETS AND LONG-TERM DEBT

Game and Fish General Fund $ 31,575,278
Habitat and Depredation Fund $ 907,753
Nongame Wildlife Fund $ 124,585
TOTAL ALL FUNDS $ 32,607,616
FIXED ASSETS $ 47,863,274
DEPARTMENT NET WORTH $ 80,470,890

2015-16 LICENSES AND PERMITS ISSUED
Resident Nonresident

Individual Fishing 60,913 22,045
Husband/Wife Fishing 13,724 4,880
Senior Citizen Fishing 12,118
Disabled Fishing 331
Short-Term Fishing
10-Day 7,506
3-Day 25,638
Paddlefish Tags 2,715 878
Commercial Tags 12
Retail Bait Vendor 279
Wholesale Bait Vendor 29 5
Fish Hatchery              4
2015 Boat Registrations
  (Second year of 3-year decal) 9,784
Boat Rentals 51
General Hunting 38,594 46,985
Small Game Hunting 21,570 29,459
Combination License 56,730
Waterfowl Hunting 24,536
Furbearer Hunting/Trapping 11,449 3,617
Fur Buyer 42 4
Deer Gun Hunting 29,559 129
Deer Gun Hunting (Gratis) 13,163 228
Deer Bowhunting 23,771 2,037
Moose Hunting 113
Moose Hunting
  (Preferential Landowner) 17
Elk Hunting 256
Elk Hunting
  (Preferential Landowner) 59
Turkey Hunting (Spring) 5,596
Turkey Hunting (Fall) 3,400
Turkey Hunting (Gratis Spring) 312
Turkey Hunting (Gratis Fall) 229
Habitat Stamp      85,579
Shooting Preserve 10
Fishing/Hunting Guide 259 33
Taxidermist 216
Falconry 2
Scientific Collector 38 18
Swan 1,227 973
Sandhill Crane 2,602 1,956

2016 SPECIAL BIG GAME LICENSES
Licenses 
Available

Applications 
Received

Moose 200 16,285
Elk 348 13,930
Bighorn Sheep 7 10,379
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By Patrick T. Isakson

2016 Watchable

Photo Contest
WILDLIFEWILDLIFE

North Dakota photographers have been submitting images to 
the State Game and Fish Department’s Watchable Wildlife Photo 
Contest for more than a quarter century.

The call for photographs of North Dakota’s nongame species was 
initiated in 1990, and submissions have continued ever since.

In 2008, the contest expanded to include North Dakota game 
animals. Since then, just two photographs of game animals – a 
sharp-tailed grouse in 2015 and a mule deer buck in 2016 – were 
judged overall winners of the contest.

This year, a nongame species is again the overall winner. Dale 
Rehder of West Fargo photographed a black-crowned night heron, 
with a yellow perch, near Valley City.

This stocky heron nests in North Dakota, raising one brood per 
year. Both the male and female build a crude, shallow nest of sticks 
and reeds. Sometimes these colony nesters can be found nesting 
with other herons. When they do, they are often found in a corner, 
keeping to themselves.

As the winning photograph is proof, black-crowned night herons 
feed on fish and also aquatic insects.

As its name implies, the night heron is mostly nocturnal. While 
other herons are heading to roosts at dusk, these birds are heading 
out to forage for food.

PATRICK T. ISAKSON is a Game and Fish Department conservation biologist.
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Overall Winner 
Black-crowned night heron
Dale Rehder, West Fargo
Canon 7D
Photo taken near Valley City

January 2017 ND Outdoors 11 



WW

Game 1st Place
Red Fox
Rod Fuglestad, Aneta
Nikon D700
Photo taken near Aneta

Game Runner-up
Goldeneye
Steve Oehlenschlager,  
Forest River, Minnesota
Nikon D810
Photo taken near Ludden
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Game Runner-up
Mule deer
Brad Starry, Fargo
Nikon 300S
Photo taken in South Unit  
of Theodore Roosevelt National Park

Game Runner-up
Red Squirrel
Kelly Krabbenhoft, West Fargo
Canon 1DX
Photo taken near West Fargo

Game Runner-up
Sharp-tailed grouse
Stephen McDonough, Bismarck
Nikon D4
Photo taken in Burleigh County

January 2017 ND Outdoors 13 



WW

Nongame 1st Place
Snapping turtle
Rod Fuglestad, Aneta
Nikon D700
Photo taken near Aneta

Nongame Runner-up
Ruby-throated hummingbird
Kelly Krabbenhoft, West Fargo
Canon 1DX
Photo taken near West Fargo

Nongame Runner-up
Yellow-bellied sapsucker
Sharon Watson, Buxton
Canon 7D Mark II
Photo taken near Buxton
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Nongame Runnerup
Pileated woodpecker
Matt Sorum, Fargo
Canon 7D Mark II
Photo taken in Fargo

Nongame Runner-up
Western meadowlark and sharp-tailed grouse
Stephen McDonough, Bismarck
Nikon D4
Photo taken in Burleigh County
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Plant and Insect 1st Place
Prairie coneflower
Kevin Hice, Washburn
Canon 5D Mark III
Photo taken in McLean County

Plant and Insect Runner-up
Red admiral butterfly
Diane Hochhalter, Valley City
Canon EOS Rebel T3i
Photo taken near Valley City

Plant and Insect Runner-up
Cecropia moth caterpillar
Kristine Harris, Gwinner
Canon EOS 70D
Photo taken near Crete
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Plant and Insect Runner-up
Bumble bee on wild bergamot
Kelly Krabbenhoft, West Fargo
Canon 1DX
Photo taken in Mercer County

Plant and Insect Runner-up
Wild geranium
Ross McDougall, Rolla
EOS 5DSR
Photo taken near Rolla
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By Greg Power

in North Dakota 

Then and Now
The reflexive mental image for some 

people when they hear the words “trout 
fishing” is of an angler in chest-waders 
casting a fly-rod in the shadow of some 
rugged mountains.  

In reality, trout fishing in North Dakota 
doesn’t always include a fly-rod, waders 
and certainly not mountains. Yet, for years 
trout have had a place at the table in terms 
of fishing opportunities for North Dakota 
anglers.

Understanding both the history of trout 
fishing in North Dakota, as well as its cur-
rent status and future prospects, hopefully 
provides some additional perspective for 
those in search of this cold water resource.

Trout Then
Trout are represented by a number of 

species native to North America. As a 
group, they are highly sought, particularly 
in the western portion of our continent. 
Rainbow trout are by far the most popular 
and widespread trout species, and include 
many strains that have evolved over time. 
Brown, cutthroat, lake and brook trout are 
other species commonly noted in United 
States waters.  

When the Lewis and Clark expedi-
tion paddled through what became 
North Dakota in the early 1800s, careful 
attention was given to documenting the 
Missouri River flora and fauna. Although 
numerous fish species were collected, trout 
were not one of them. And for good rea-
son, as they are not native to our state.

Consequently, providing trout fishing 

opportunities in North Dakota requires 
ongoing stocking to maintain populations. 
The first recorded trout stocking in the 
state was 1954 (Gordon Lake). However, 
in all likelihood some residents stocked 
trout throughout the state for years prior, 
as this was an encouraged practice in the 
early 1900s.

Although trout were likely not pres-
ent, the first regulation in North Dakota’s 
books for trout, which were grouped with 
a number of other species, was 1911. In 
1955, the first daily limit of five fish was 
set for trout.  

Trout fishing in North Dakota really 
took off in the 1960s due to two factors: 

• The establishment of new trout lakes, 
primarily newly created small reser-
voirs in western North Dakota.

• A new stocking program.
By 1964, there was enough interest and 

harvest of trout that lakes were delineated 
into Class I and Class II trout lakes, the 
differences dealing with limits and season 
length.

Interest continued to grow and by 1970, 
12 percent of all resident North Dakota 
anglers listed trout as their preferred spe-
cies. By 1976, we had 48 trout lakes listed 
with specific restrictions. It was during 
this time period – late 1960s through the 
late 1970s – that interest in trout fishing 
peaked.

Because trout are relatively expensive to 
raise and stock, coupled with a fledgling 
salmon fishery in Lake Sakakawea, a trout 
and salmon stamp was established in 1984. 

Anglers fishing for trout or salmon had to 
purchase and possess this stamp.

The intent was for revenue generated 
from the stamp to pay for stocking and 
managing of the state’s trout and salmon 
populations. Annual sales peaked around 
27,000 in 1987, but rapidly decreased to 
barely 12,000 in 1992-93. In 1995, the 
trout and salmon stamp was eliminated.

While the stamp generated roughly 
$50,000 to $100,000 annually, it was not 
supporting the cold water fishing program. 
In addition, interest in trout (and salmon) 
fishing decreased considerably during 
the late 1980s, due to severe drought and 
rapidly growing walleye and yellow perch 
fisheries in the state.

By 1990, only 1 percent of the anglers 
responded that trout was their fish species 
of choice. In 1993, the special Class I and 
II designations for trout lakes was elimi-
nated, as those regulations were no longer 
relevant to trout management in North 
Dakota.  

Trout Now
Due to a slow but progressive decline in 

water quality, trout can no longer survive 
winter, or summer in some cases, in some 
of the lakes that historically supported 
them. However, even though the glory 
days (1960s and 1970s) of trout fishing 
in North Dakota are past, the Game and 
Fish Department stills stocks quality sized 
trout into 45-55 lakes annually.  

Based on different criteria, there are 
generally two types of water bodies that 
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are stocked with trout. First, in the past 
10-15 years, Game and Fish has aggres-
sively developed small, local community 
fisheries, often using the Department’s 
Save Our Lakes program in creating 
opportunities. These water bodies are also 
generally shallow and susceptible to win-
ter/summer kills.

The Department stocks catchable-sized 
trout in spring (usually May), with the 
hopes that local anglers, especially youth 
and elderly, target these fish before the 
water warms. Local support has always 
been strong in assisting the efforts to 
develop these fisheries.

Second, the Department stocks some of 
the state’s traditional reservoirs, especially 
in western North Dakota. Due to pre-
ferred temperatures and adequate oxygen 
levels, the risk of summer or winter kill 
remains generally low in these reservoirs, 
so they can support trout year-round. 
These waters have the ability to grow 
larger trout, perhaps up to 5 pounds, which 
attract the more purist trout anglers.  

North Dakota has experimented with 
various strains of rainbow trout over 

the years, including Eagle Lake, Shasta, 
Kamloops, Hot Creek and Firehole. Each 
strain has some unique characteristics 
that may increase growth, survival and/or 
catchability for anglers.

The bread and butter strain used in 
most North Dakota waters is Shasta. This 
strain, along with brown trout, account for 
the vast majority of North Dakota’s stock-
ing effort.  

Although most North Dakota anglers 
seek walleye, yellow perch and/or north-
ern pike, the state does continue to offer 
some unique opportunities for those 
seeking quality trout fishing. Since 1994, 
for example, Turtle River State Park near 
Grand Forks is stocked a few times a year 
with thousands of catchable trout. The 
Turtle River is used by many, including 
fly-fishers, seeking a nice stream environ-
ment to fish.  

Another example of a unique fishery is 
Garrison Dam Tailrace. This water annu-
ally receives 40,000 trout (a combination 
of rainbow and brown trout) and is home 
to trophy trout. Because Tailrace trout can 
live for years, and feed on a strong forage 

base of rainbow smelt coming through 
the dam, four different trout species state 
records originate from here, including a 
21-plus-pound rainbow and a 31-plus-
pound brown trout. Some anglers target 
these Tailrace trout, resulting in the catch 
of many rainbows between 5 and 10 
pounds. 

As in recent years, Garrison Dam 
National Fish Hatchery, with some 
assistance from the state of Wyoming, 
will continue to produce the fish, and 
the Department will continue to stock 
around 125,000 catchable-sized trout into 
approximately 50-plus lakes scattered 
across the state.

These stockings will provide diverse 
fishing opportunities in varied fishing 
environments, always with the goal of pro-
viding anglers a good tussle on the other 
end of their fishing rods. Trout will always 
have a place in North Dakota’s fishing 
heritage.

GREG POWER is the Game and Fish 
Department’s fisheries chief. 
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Trout were first stocked  
in North Dakota in the early 1950s. 

Yet, trout fishing didn’t really take off in the state until 
the 1960s thanks, in part, to newly constructed small 

reservoirs in western North Dakota stocked with trout.
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Tentative 2017 Season 
Opening Dates

To help North Dakota hunters prepare 
for 2017, the North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department annually provides its best 
estimate for season opening dates for the 
coming year.

Dates become official when approved by 
governor’s proclamation. Tentative opening 
dates for 2017 include:

Spring turkey April 8

Deer and pronghorn bow,  
dove, mountain lion September 1

Sharptail, Hun,  
ruffed grouse, squirrel September 9

Youth deer September 15

Youth waterfowl September 16

Early resident waterfowl September 23

Regular waterfowl September 30

Pronghorn gun October 6

Youth pheasant October 7

Pheasant, fall turkey October 14

Mink, muskrat, weasel trapping October 28

Deer gun November 10

Deer muzzleloader December 1

Salmon Spawn Completed
North Dakota Game and Fish 

Department fisheries crews com-
pleted their annual fall salmon 
spawning operation on the Mis-
souri River System after collecting 
roughly 2 million eggs.

Dave Fryda, Department Mis-
souri River System supervisor, said 
the salmon spawn was extremely 
productive and crews easily col-
lected enough eggs to stock the 
400,000 smolts planned for Lake 
Sakakawea in 2017. 

“The majority of eggs were 
collected from Lake Sakakawea, 
but the Missouri River below 
Garrison Dam also contributed,” 
Fryda said. “In addition to meet-
ing North Dakota’s own egg goals, 
surplus eggs were provided to South 
Dakota Game, Fish and Parks to 
help with their Lake Oahe salmon 
program.”

Fryda said the average size of 
Lake Sakakawea female salmon was 
7.6 pounds, about 3 pounds smaller 
than 2015. “The average size was 
smaller than the record we saw in 

2015, but the overall number of 
salmon in the spawning run was 
exceptional,” he said. 

Fryda said the abun-
dance of young male 
salmon, also called jacks, 
was again high in 2016. 
“Jacks are 1-year-old male 
salmon that become sexu-
ally mature, and typically 
a high abundance of these 
young males will forecast 
a good run over the next 
couple years,” he said.

Chinook salmon begin their 
spawning run in October. Since 
salmon cannot naturally reproduce 
in North Dakota, Game and Fish 
Department and Garrison Dam 
National Fish Hatchery personnel 
collect eggs and transport them to 
the hatchery. Once the eggs hatch, 
young salmon spend several months 
in the hatchery before being 
stocked in Lake Sakakawea.
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BUFFALOBERRY PATCH
By Greg Freeman, Department News Edi tor 
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Coyote Catalog Available for  
Hunters, Landowners

The Coyote Catalog, a statewide effort designed to connect 
coyote hunters and trappers with landowners who are dealing with 
coyotes in their areas, is open for the winter.

A partnership between the North Dakota Department of 
Agriculture and the North Dakota Game and Fish Department, 
the Coyote Catalog can be a good way for hunters and trappers 
to locate new places to go, according to Game and Fish Director 
Terry Steinwand. 

Agriculture Commissioner Doug Goehring encourages land-
owners, especially farmers and ranchers who have problems with 
coyotes, to sign up for the Coyote Catalog. “Hunting and trapping 
are some of the many tools available to mitigate predator risk,” he 
said.

This past season, nearly 40 landowners participated in the Coy-
ote Catalog, along with more than 200 hunters and trappers. 

 Landowners can sign up on the NDDA website at www.
nd.gov/ndda/coyote-catalog. County and contact information is 
required. Hunters and trappers can sign up at the NDGF website, 
gf.nd.gov.

Anyone who registered for the Coyote Catalog in the past must 
register again to activate their names on the database. 

Throughout winter, hunters or trappers may receive information 
on participating landowners, and they should contact landowners 
to make arrangements.

Goehring and Steinwand said landowners experiencing coyote 
depredation of livestock should first contact the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture Wildlife Services.

The Coyote Catalog will remain active through March 31, 2017. 
For more information, contact Stephanie Tucker, NDGF, at 701-
220-1871; satucker@nd.gov; or Jamie Good, NDDA, at 701-328-
2659 or jgood@nd.gov.

BOATS NEED 2017-19 REGISTRATION

North Dakota boat owners are reminded that 2017 
is the first year of a new three-year registration period.

Boat registrations can be renewed online by clicking 
“buy and apply” on the North Dakota Game and Fish 
Department’s website, gf.nd.gov. In addition, boat 
owners should receive their registration mailing by 
early January.

The price to register motorboats under 16 feet in 
length, and all canoes, is $18; motorboats from 16 feet 
to less than 20 feet in length is $36; and motorboats at 
least 20 feet in length is $45.

The new boat registration cycle began January 1 and 
runs through December 31, 2019.

Also, anyone buying a new or used watercraft can 
generate a 10-day temporary permit online that is valid 
until the registration is processed.

Boat owners purchasing watercraft from private 
individuals this winter are reminded to register it in 
their name. Registering a used watercraft purchased 
from an individual must include proof of transfer of 
ownership, such as a photocopy of the previous owner’s 
registration card, a canceled check or a signed note 
from the previous owner stating transfer of ownership.

Regulations require the boat number to be in 
contrasting color to the hull in plain vertical block 
letters at least 3 inches in height, excluding any border, 
trim, outlining or shading, and must be maintained 
in a legible condition so the number is clearly visible 
in daylight hours. The number must read from left 
to right, and groups of numbers and letters must be 
separated by a space or hyphen equivalent in width to 
the letter “M.”

In addition, a validation sticker issued by the Game 
and Fish Department must be displayed on the boat 
within 6 inches of the number toward the rear of the 
boat. No other numbers should be displayed in this 
area.

 Boat owners who do not receive a renewal notice by 
the end of January should contact the Game and Fish 
Department at 701-328-6335, or email ndgf@nd.gov. 
Many renewals are likely to be returned because some 
owners who moved within the last three years did not 
notify the Department with their new address.

19
EXPIRES

DECEMBER 31, 2019

NORTH DAKOTA 
GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT

BOAT DECAL
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Fish House Regulations
Winter anglers are reminded that any fish house left unoccupied on 

North Dakota waters must be made out of materials that will allow it to 
float.

A popular question this time of year is if campers qualify as legal fish 
houses. The answer is the same for any structure taken on the ice – if it’s 
left unattended, it must be able to float; if it’s not able to float, it must be 
removed when the angler leaves the ice.

Other fish house regulations:
• Fish houses do not require a license.
• Occupied structures do not require identification. However, any unoc-

cupied fish house must have the owner’s name, and either address or 
telephone number, displayed on its outside in readily distinguishable 
characters at least 3 inches high.

• Fish houses may not be placed closer than 50 feet in any direction 
to another house without consent of the occupant of the other fish 
house.

• Fish houses on Lake Alice must be removed daily.
• Fish houses shall be removed from all waters by midnight, March 15, 

of each year. They can be used after March 15 if they are removed 
daily.

Anglers should refer to the 2016-18 North Dakota Fishing Guide for 
other winter fishing regulations.

North Dakota Game and Fish Department
100 N. Bismarck Expressway

Bismarck, ND  58501-5095701-328-6300Email: ndgf@nd.gov
Website: www.gf.nd.gov

NORTH DAKOTA
2016-2018(Effective April 1, 2016 through March 31, 2018)

FISHING GUIDE

23. IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS
•	 	FISHERIES INFORMATION

North Dakota Game and Fish Department:
GENERAL INFORMATION – Bismarck Office 701-328-6300

NORTHWEST DISTRICT LAKES – Williston Office 701-774-4320

SOUTHWEST DISTRICT LAKES – Dickinson Office 701-227-7431

NORTH CENTRAL DISTRICT LAKES – Riverdale Office 701-654-7475

SOUTH CENTRAL DISTRICT LAKES – Bismarck Office 701-328-6688

NORTHEAST DISTRICT LAKES – Devils Lake Office 701-662-3617

SOUTHEAST DISTRICT LAKES – Jamestown Office 701-253-6480

NDGFD fishing homepage – www.gf.nd.gov/fishing

•	  REPORTING GAME AND FISH VIOLATIONS

RAP PROGRAM (REPORT ALL POACHERS) Call 800-472-2121, 

701-328-9921.•	 	OTHER AGENCIESN.D. Parks and Recreation Department 701-328-5357

N.D. Department of Health 701-328-5210
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 701-250-4242

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Oahe Project 701-255-0015; Sakakawea Project 701-654-7411;

Ashtabula Project 701-845-2970
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Garrison Dam Fish Hatchery 701-654-7451

Valley City Fish Hatchery 701-845-3464
Audubon National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) 701-442-5474

J. Clark Salyer NWR 701-768-2548
Lake Alice NWR 701-662-8611
Lake Ilo NWR 701-548-8110
Long Lake NWR 701-387-4397
Tewaukon NWR 701-724-3598
Upper Souris NWR (Lake Darling) 701-468-5467

•	TRIBAL CONTACTSFort Berthold. Game and Fish Department, 404 Frontage Road, 

New Town, ND 58763 701-627-4760.
Standing Rock. Game and Fish Department, Box 549, 

Fort Yates, ND, 58538 701-854-7236.
Turtle Mountain. Department of Natural Resources, Box 570, 

Belcourt, ND 58316 701-477-2604.
Spirit Lake. Fish and Wildlife Department, Box 359, 

Fort Totten, ND 58335 701-766-1243.

Fisheries Division  
Recognizes  
Tolna Community Club

The State Game and Fish Department recently 
honored the Tolna Community Club for its ongo-
ing efforts to develop and maintain public use 
facilities at Stump Lake.

Each year the Department’s fish-
eries division presents a “Certificate 
of Appreciation” to an organization 
that has signed on as a cooperat-
ing partner in local projects. Bob 
Frohlich, Department fisheries 
development supervisor, said the 
Tolna group is “an outstanding 
example of the difference a small 
club can make on their local fisher-
ies.”

Tolna club members helped with construction 
and installation of a boat ramp, several courtesy 
docks, vault toilet, fish cleaning station, access 
road and parking area.

In addition, Frohlich said, the club is supportive 
in providing opportunities and access for youth, 
senior citizens and families.

“This group is deserving of this recognition,” 
Frohlich said. “The club does an outstanding job 
in performing the operation and maintenance of 
these facilities.” 
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Bob Frohlich, Department fisheries development 
supervisor (left), congratulates Brett Poehls, 
president of the Tolna Community Club.
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Doug Howie, Game and Fish  
Employee of the Year

Doug Howie, North Dakota Game and Fish 
Department assistant private land coordinator 
in Bismarck, received the agency’s Director’s 
Award for professional excellence during the 
Department’s annual winter meeting.

Terry Steinwand, Game and Fish director, 
said Howie is known for his professionalism 
and resourcefulness. “Doug’s commitment to 
the Department’s private lands program has 
been exemplary for 30 years,” he said.

Howie was recognized for his role in admin-
istering the Private Land Open To Sportsmen 
program. “He has developed policies and pro-
cedures, manages statewide and district budgets 
and issues landowner payments,” Steinwand 
said. “Doug’s knowledge helps steer the direc-
tion of the program, and his dedication has 
helped it become one of the most successful 
access programs in the country.”

STAFF NOTES

Doug Howie

Jim Job Named Wildlife Officer 
of the Year

Jim Job, North Dakota Game and Fish 
Department district game warden in Devils 
Lake, is the state’s 2016 Wildlife Officer of 
the Year.

Job was honored in December by the 
Shikar-Safari Club International, a private 
conservation organization that annually rec-
ognizes outstanding wildlife officers in each 
state.

In a nomination letter sent to Shikar-Safari, 
chief warden Robert Timian said Job’s district 
is home to some of the most renowned fishing 
and hunting opportunities in the nation.

“Warden Job’s hard work does not go unno-
ticed throughout his district,” Timian said. 
“Whether he is on patrol by vehicle, boat, all-
terrain vehicle or snowmobile, his dedication 
and enthusiasm for his chosen profession as a 
game warden serves as an excellent example to 
others. He is most deserving of this recogni-
tion.” 

Jim Job (left), 2016 Wildlife Officer of the Year along with Terry Steinwand, 
director.

Doug Howie (left), 2016 Game and Fish Employee of the Year along with Terry 
Steinwand, director.
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Long-term Employees
Long-term employees were 

recognized for their service to 
North Dakota at the Depart-
ment’s annual winter meeting.

• 40 years – Ernie Dawson, 
wildlife technician, James-
town.

• 30 years – Craig Bihrle, 
communications section 
leader, Bismarck; Chris 
Grondahl, eduation sec-
tion leader, Bismarck; 
Mike Raasakka, district 
game warden, Stanley; and 
Jeff Violett, district game 
warden, Mandan.

• 25 years – Scott Elstad, 
aquatic habitat supervisor, 
Bismarck; Greg Freeman, 
news editor, Bismarck; 
Paul Freeman, district 
game warden supervisor, 
Devils Lake; Bill Jensen, 
big game biologist, Bis-
marck; Brian Kietzman, 
wildlife resource manage-
ment supervisor, James-
town; Randy Littlefield, 
wildlife resource manage-
ment biologist, Lone-
tree; Kent Luttschwager, 
wildlife resource manage-
ment supervisor, Willis-
ton; Mark Pollert, district 
game warden supervisor, 
Jamestown; Lisa Tofte, 
administrative assistant, 
Devils Lake; and Janice 
Vetter, administrative 
assistant, Bismarck. 

• 20 years – Greg Gullick-
son, outreach biologist, 
Benedict; Kevin Kading, 
private land section leader, 
Bismarck; and Doug 
Leier, outreach biologist, 
West Fargo.

STAFF NOTES

GAME AND FISH RECOGNIZES EMPLOYEES 

North Dakota Game and Fish Department Director Terry 
Steinwand honored a number of employees with performance-
based awards in December.

• John Mazur, hunter education coordinator, Bismarck, received 
the Special Projects award, given to an individual who imple-
mented a successful new project. Mazur was recognized for his 
efforts in successfully refining the hunter education program. 
“John took the concept of a hunter education instructor 
academy and made it a reality,” Steinwand said. “He created 
a volunteer instructor academy team, field days and a pilot 
mentoring program. He was able to accomplish this because of 
our well-trained and dedicated volunteer staff.”

• Bill Jensen, big game biologist, Bismarck, received the Solid 
Foundation award, presented to staff who demonstrate exem-
plary work in their field. Jensen was recognized for his passion 
for wildlife conservation. “Bill’s professionalism, integrity, 
attitude and work ethic serves as an exemplary model for all 
employees,” Steinwand said. “He continually strives to use the 
best available science to help guide wildlife management, and 
is a go-to source for big game management in North Dakota.”

• Stephanie Tucker, game management section leader, Bismarck, 
received the Public Outreach award, presented to an employee 
for showing a significant effort, ability or accomplishment in 
interacting with the public while promoting the Department’s 
programs. Tucker was recognized for her work involved with 
furbearer issues. “Stephanie does an outstanding job in com-
municating with all entities in a professional manner,” Stein-
wand said. “She is well spoken, highly informed and extremely 
courteous while working with landowners, legislators, hunters 
and trappers.”

• Jerry Weigel, fisheries production and development section 
leader, Bismarck, was presented with the Innovations award, 
which recognizes staff for implementing a process to improve 
Department goals and objectives. Weigel was recognized for 
his statewide efforts in fish distribution. “One of Jerry’s career 
accomplishments has been his ability to integrate improve-
ments to our existing program, and it’s because of his innova-
tion, extreme interest and dedication to our overall fish culture 
program,” Steinwand said.

• Greg Hastings, district game warden, Jamestown, was named 
North Dakota’s Boating Officer of the Year. Chief warden 
Robert Timian said Hasting’s district boasts several man-
made and natural lakes that are home to many anglers and 
recreational boat operators. “Warden Hastings is skilled in the 
detection, apprehension and prosecution of boaters who are 
operating while operating under the influence,” Timian said. 
“He is dedicated to making sure his boaters are operating in a 
safe manner while still enjoying the outdoors.”

Jon Mazur

Bill Jensen

Stephanie Tucker

Jerry Weigel
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CHRISTMAS EVE 
and we have the woods to ourselves.

It’s 12 degrees, cold enough that I need 
to get moving, get the blood pumping. I’ve 
been leaning against this tree for a while 
now, watching my sons ease through the 
timber. When I turn my head away, I track 
their progress by the occasional snap of a 
limb, the muffled crack of dead branches 
buried in snow.

One is carrying a single-shot .22 
cradled across his chest. The other has 
the same caliber of rifle slung over his 
right shoulder. I’m carrying a backpack 
and nothing else of significance. Inside is 
one fox squirrel that the taller of the two 
hunters shot a half-hour ago. I can feel the 
lump of the animal against my back.

If you discount the noise we make 
walking through the woods, the tap-tap-
tap of busy little woodpeckers searching 
for food, the nasal yank-yank call of white-
breasted nuthatches and the infrequent, 

distant barking of fox squirrels, this stretch 
of riverbottom timber is strangely quiet.

Yet, because of the incredible amount 
of sign left in the snow, it doesn’t take a 
trained tracker to see that this is a busy 
place, not necessarily noisy, but busy when 
the animals have it to themselves.

You can’t throw a dead branch without 
it landing next to one of a series of deer 
trails that, from the crown of one of these 
old cottonwoods, must look like the con-
fusing, overlapping course that tree roots 
take underground. Near many of the trails 
are deer beds – three here, two there, some 
singles. Some of the beds are seemingly 
used repeatedly, as tufts of dead, brown 
grass poke through where inches and 
inches of snow has melted.

Partway down one of the trails we start 
seeing scattered clumps of deer hair no 
bigger than the palm of my hand. Farther 
along, we see a dozen or so small birds 
poke at a deer carcass, searching for what-
ever bits of fat they can find.

Winter is tough on wild animals in this 
neck of the woods and it’s only going to 
get more difficult. Tomorrow, Christmas 
Day, an ugly combination of freezing rain, 
a bunch more snow and wind is expected.

The forecast is a big reason why we’re 
here today, creeping through the woods 
trying to shoot squirrels and maybe an 
unsuspecting cottontail kicked from a pile 
of deadfall.

If we get a foot or more of snow as 
predicted, this will be it for our hunting 
season. Our window, as we see it, to get in 
one last hunt is today.

The day, our season, doesn’t end uncer-
emoniously because we can’t argue with a 
hike in the woods and the three squirrels 
shot on public land.

Certainly, we’re not taking anything for 
granted because who knows what’s in store 
for us in 2017.

RON WILSON is editor of North Dakota 
OUTDOORS.

By Ron Wilson
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By Ron Wilson

It’s January on the Northern Plains. 
That means, barring questionable ice 
conditions or access issues because 
of drifted-in snow, people are ice fish-
ing.

No matter the year – be it 1963 
when this photograph was taken at 
Balta Dam in Pierce County or 2017 – 
that’s typically the case in North 
Dakota in January.

Not surprisingly, things are different 
today than they were more than a half-
century ago.

In 1963, for instance, a fishing guide 
published in North Dakota OUTDOORS 
featured only 100 fishing waters. 
(Note: 15 or so of those descriptions 
of fishing waters were bays, arms and 
creeks of what was then called Lake 
Garrison.)

Today, the number of fishing lakes 
in North Dakota is 425-plus. About 200 
of those waters hold northern pike, 
which, back in the day, was the fish of 
choice for ice anglers.

“The northern pike is still the most 
sought after fish … northern pike are 
growing in North Dakota as each of the 
recent years has seen a new record 
set,” reported from the May 1963 issue 
of North Dakota OUTDOORS.

In 1963, a 30-pound, 8-ounce pike 
taken through the ice at Lake Garrison 
on January 24 by Herman Muhlbradt 
of Raub became the new state record.

“Muhlbradt’s trophy exceeded by 
exactly one pound the lunker caught 
by Joe Zahn of Valley City from Lake 
Ashtabula, which set the previous 
North Dakota record back in the early 
summer of 1960,” according to the 
February 1963 issue of North Dakota 
OUTDOORS. “The Raub man caught 
his big fish from the house of his 
neighbor Rudy Folden.”

What’s interesting about that last 
sentence is the reference to the ice 
house. It wasn’t until the 1950s that 
fishing out of an ice house in North 
Dakota became legal.

“In just six years the use of fish 
houses here has increased ten times,” 
according to North Dakota OUTDOORS 
in 1959. “That’s mighty rapid growth. 
And it reflects the growth of winter fish-
ing in general.” 

While anglers have hacked, chiseled 
or drilled holes into North Dakota lakes 
in winter for many years, it’s been said 
that ice fishing in the state really took 
off, say, in 1979 through 1984 due, in 
part, to a boom of big yellow perch at 
Devils Lake.

That interest in riding out a day atop 
a 5-gallon bucket or from inside a 
comfortable ice house certainly hasn’t 
slowed over time.

Today, with reliable gear and ice 
augers that start way more often than 
not, and a record number of lakes to 
fish across North Dakota, interest in ice 
fishing is certainly at a high.

RON WILSON is editor of North Dakota 
OUTDOORS.
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