


While winterkill was an issue on a number 
of lakes last year, fisheries biologists 
aren’t expecting similar results this year. 
When winterkill is an issue, fisheries 
crews will, for example, trap fish, such as 
these yellow perch, and transport them to 
waters impacted by a long winter.
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My 2 Cents
   By Jeb Williams, Director

It’s been repeated for a number of years now for much 
of North Dakota that “it’s hard to imagine fishing get-

ting any better.”
Yet, each year it seemingly does. In 2023, for instance, 

the walleye catch was record-breaking as the number of 
fish harvested was estimated at 1.7 million. While Lake 
Sakakawea, Devils Lake and Lake Oahe are considered 
the Big 3 for walleye fishing in our state — and for good 
reason — the expansion of a record number of prairie 
lakes across our state has significantly contributed to 
the amount of recreation hours spent on these highly 
productive, smaller lakes. These waters have a robust 
forage base that fuels not only a strong population of 
walleyes, but extremely healthy growth rates not com-
monly observed.

It’s no secret that walleye are the most sought and 
preferred catch of the day for both North Dakota anglers 
and our fishing guests traveling from elsewhere. While 
the Big 3 continue to receive the bulk of angler hours, the 
increased time and success spent at many prairie lakes 
has been a bonus to those who aren’t as interested in 
the travel and time associated with bigger trips in state. 
Many of these prairie lakes are producing the same 
plump limits of fish that the bigger waters are known for 
but allow anglers to do so in their own back yards. 

While we applaud Game and Fish Department fisher-
ies staff, with a nod to Mother Nature, about the growth 
of these wonderful prairie walleye fisheries and other 
managed waters, the onus to safeguard them from the 
introduction and spread of aquatic nuisance species falls 
on all of us.

At Game and Fish, it’s long been our task to educate 
the public through many different channels about the 
awareness of aquatic nuisance species and the actions 

that prevent the introduction and spread of undesirable 
species to North Dakota waters. Through this education 
and awareness, we will continue to encourage water 
recreationists to embrace their role in this ongoing ANS 
battle by doing the following: Clean, drain and dry all 
watercraft and water recreation equipment.

We are fortunate in North Dakota to have low num-
bers of aquatic nuisance species compared to many 
other places in the country and we want to keep it that 
way.  

The new fishing proclamation, which is boiled down 
into a more reader friendly version called our fishing 
guide, doesn’t look much different. This is by design 
because keeping angler regulations as simple as possible 
is a desire of both the angling public and our Depart-
ment.

With the dramatic increase in fishing opportunities 
across the state in our 400-plus managed waters, one 
might think our proclamation and guide would have to 
become bigger and more in depth. But that’s not the 
case. This year’s version is less cumbersome than in 
years past but comes with as much opportunity as ever.

Once again, 2024 is setting up to be another great 
year of fishing across the state. The outlook for all waters 
from the Big 3, to our thriving prairie walleye waters and 
nearby community fisheries, is promising.

Growing up here and experiencing all that Mother 
Nature can dish out, it’s impossible to predict what she 
has in store for us around the bend. Knowing that, and 
understanding that North Dakota features some of the 
best fishing opportunities in the state’s history, I encour-
age you, your family and friends, to embrace the contin-
ued hot bite, so to speak, at every opportunity.
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BY GREG POWER

Parker Rash.



T
he accompanying photos displaying happy 
anglers last summer on a number of differ-
ent North Dakota prairie lakes is a positive 
outcome that is relatable for many. With 

75-plus of these prairie lakes created in the past 
20 or so years, coupled with the state’s traditional 
waters — Sakakawea, Oahe and Devils Lake — fish-
ing in recent years has likely never been better. 
Smiles such as these have become commonplace.  

If you closely observe the photos, you will note 
they are all boat anglers. Likewise, similar photos of 
happy anglers with walleye, northern pike or yellow 
perch could be taken from various lakes while ice 
fishing this past winter. Boat and ice fishing have 
become highly popular in the past 50-plus years. 
These two fishing styles have been the recipient 
of the myriad of changes in technology as well as 
dramatic increases in creature comforts over time. In 
contrast, the fundamentals that make up the other 
main style of angling, shore-fishing, has changed 
very little.

A deeper dive into how North Dakota anglers’ 
fishing styles have evolved reveal a stark contrast in 
participation trends. Let’s take a look back at what 
has changed and what it may mean for the future of 
fishing.  

Times are a changing and if you’re, say, a life-
long North Dakota angler in your 60s or 70s, you’ve 
witnessed this firsthand when it comes to boat and 
ice fishing. All the advancements in more and better 
“stuff” — from 20-plus-foot fiberglass boats to 450 
horsepower outboards, to fish houses with all the 
luxuries, to track ATVs, to incredible electronics, to 
the list going on and on — and society’s affluence, 
which allows many of us to purchase this “stuff,” 
have cumulatively given the boat and ice angler a 
tremendous advantage compared to a half-century 
ago.

Thankfully to date, fisheries biologists and managers 
have generally been able to keep up with the higher fish 
harvest rates of the better equipped anglers with their 
own use of advancements and a better understanding of 
the aquatic world. However, many have questioned how 
it will end?  

Advancements in the fishing industry have been good 
for those involved in fishing as well as North Dakota’s 
economy. For example, an economic survey conducted 
by North Dakota State University in 2017, revealed angler 
expenditures in North Dakota totaled nearly $788 million, 
the vast majority originating from boat and ice anglers. 
State tax collections directly related to fishing totaled 

A deeper dive into how North Dakota 
anglers’ fishing styles have evolved 
reveal a stark contrast in participation 
trends. Let’s take a look back at what 
has changed and what it may mean for 
the future of fishing. 

Kohl Kratz.
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nearly $40 million. Compare to today’s $788 million in 
statewide angler expenditures to 1965, when only $5 
million was generated, certainly highlights the growing 
importance of fishing.

However, there is a growing concern that many 
who consider giving fishing a try believe they need to 
be equipped with all the latest gadgets to catch fish. 
This has likely resulted in anglers who don’t have deep 
enough pockets to afford a boat to reduce their time 
fishing or quit altogether. Then there are those who think 
fishing is too expensive to even start.  

Comparing an “average” angler now versus then 
is quite revealing. Going back in time (50-plus years), 
most fishing in North Dakota occurred from shore. Boat 

ownership was just beginning, and ice fishing was still a 
bit of a novelty for most. Shore-fishing was the com-
mon practice of the time and finding adequate shoreline 
access was always priority one.

Shore-fishing was, and still is, a mostly laid-back 
affair, involving casting a couple lines, sitting in a lawn 
chair and waiting for the friendly sounds of ringing bells 
to indicate, perhaps, “fish on.” This style of fishing was, 
and remains, certainly low impact and did not require 
much for equipment.

Beginning in the mid-1970s, boat sales started 
increasing, in part due to the new and booming walleye 
fisheries on lakes Sakakawea and Oahe, and over time, 
boat ownership and boat fishing became common. In 
recent years, 70-80% of North Dakota anglers report 
fishing from a boat annually and this is reflected in the 
record number (78,000-plus) of registered motorized 
watercraft.  

Likewise, beginning in the late 1970s, driven by the 
boom in the Devils Lake perch fishery, interest in ice 
fishing grew dramatically. This interest continued to Alice Gangl.

Bernard Bailey.
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Madden Skunberg.

“catching,” driven by a fast-paced, all-out competition 
facilitated by a large toolbox of the latest technologies, 
and full livewells.

Just like the great transformation of fishing styles 
experienced in the past 50 years, what will the face 
of fishing look like in the next 50 years remains to be 
seen. It’s likely it will look far different than fishing does 
today.

However, the one constant that will likely weather 
the changing times are the smiles so inherent to fish-
ing.

GREG POWER is the Game and Fish Department’s fisheries 
chief.

increase, especially since the mid-1990s, with all the 
new walleye, perch and pike lakes available on North 
Dakota’s landscape. (Of note, in some years with open 
winters and good access, ice fishing can account for 
25% of all annual fishing effort.) 

To create even further interest in both boat and ice 
fishing, manufacturers have provided an almost untold 
number of devices and adaptations to assist the boater 
and angler. The 16-foot aluminum boat with a 40 or 50 
horsepower motor and the infamous Lowrance green 
box (fish locator) common in the 1970s and early 1980s, 
have been replaced with bigger and better.  Likewise, 
hand augers and ice shelters, often nothing more than 
plywood and a flimsy, vinyl tarp are virtually obsolete 
today, being replaced by high output electric augers and 
RV fish houses that, in some cases, include fireplaces 
and satellite TV. 

Meantime, shore-fishing has seen very little change 
in the past 50 years. The same lawn chair, the same rod 
holder, the same bell used in 1974 could still be used in 
2024. The same stringer, the same terminal tackle (often 
a bare hook or floating jig), and often the same rod/reels 
are still being used today.  

At one time shore-fishing was the gateway to locking 
someone into being a lifetime angler. Although reliable 
statistics are not available for the early 1970s, it’s likely 
safe to say that two-thirds of all fishing effort occurred 
on our shorelines. Today, it’s less than 10%. 

 What is clear today is this entryway to a lifetime 
of “hooked on fishing” that shore-fishing once served 
has become a lot weaker. Nowadays, most new young 
anglers are likely introduced to fishing via a boat or an 
ice fishing excursion. That’s simply the sign of the times 
as “fish catchability,” affluence and personal decisions 
have driven these changes to fishing styles. 

Looking into the future, what remains unclear is if we 
can continue to recruit substantial numbers of anglers to 
fishing who only know boat (and ice) fishing ways. 

Regardless, whether talking about yesterday, today 
or tomorrow, perhaps that is the beauty of fishing, the 
diversity of ways of going about this recreational activity. 
Fishing can be simple and relaxing, and shore-fishing 
offers all that. However, for others, fishing may mean 
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North Dakota has more than 400 fishing 
waters that have public access and some 

degree of management by state Game and 
Fish Department biologists.

What follows are driving directions and 
infrastructure information for these managed 
waters, plus additional fish population remarks 
for many of them.

The number in parenthesis that follows each 
fishery is simply a code used by biologists to 
help identify those waters. The codes are also 
found on the accompanying maps to help 
readers locate specific waters.

The fishery outlooks provided by Game and 
Fish Department district fisheries supervisors 

and biologists are not all-inclusive reports, but 
rather peeks into each water’s fish popula-
tions to help frame angler expectations. With 
a record number of lakes scattered across 
North Dakota, fisheries biologists have yet to 
conduct thorough population assessments on 
many of these waters.

Any changes and updates on managed 
lakes appear under the fishing tab on the 
Game and Fish Department’s website at gf.nd.
gov.

Most state public fishing waters have boat 
ramps. Lakes or rivers where no ramp exists 
are listed as “no ramp.” Check signs at each 
area for further restrictions.

WATERS

2024

NORTH DAKOTA
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NORTHWEST FISHERIES DISTRICT
Aaron Slominski, district fisheries  
supervisor, Williston

BURKE COUNTY
Northgate Dam (097) – 6 miles 
north, 1 mile west, 2 miles north, .5 
miles west of Bowbells. Good popula-
tions of walleye and bluegill. Stocked 
with rainbow trout annually, with 
some nice-sized carry over trout. 
Largemouth bass and black crappie 
present. (Fishing pier).
Powers Lake (093) – Southeast side 
of Powers Lake. Decent number of 
pike. (Fishing pier).
Short Creek Dam (094) – 5.5 miles 
north of Columbus. Bluegill, perch, 
pike and walleye. (Fishing pier).
Smishek Lake (095) – 4 miles north-
west of Powers Lake. Decent numbers 
of walleye and pike, with some large 
fish of both species. Small perch and 
bluegill abundant, with some large 
bluegill in low numbers. (Fishing pier).

DIVIDE COUNTY
Baukol-Noonan Dam (475) – 3 miles 
east, 1.5 miles south, .5 miles west of 
Noonan. Decent numbers of pike and 
walleye. Abundant small perch and 
bluegill. Largemouth bass present. 
(Fishing pier).
Baukol-Noonan East Mine Pond 
(508) – 3 miles east, 1 mile south, .8 
miles west, .4 miles south of Noonan.  
Good number of largemouth bass. 
Abundant small bluegill and perch.
Skjermo Lake (126) – 3 miles west, 
4 miles northwest of Fortuna. Strong 
pike population. Perch present. (Fish-
ing pier).

MCKENZIE COUNTY
Arnegard Dam (216) – .5 miles west, 
2 miles north, 1.5 miles west of Arne-
gard. Decent pike population. Yellow 
perch present, but most are smaller. 
Abundant black bullhead population. 
Stocked with adult catfish in 2022. 
(Fishing pier).
Hepper Dam (067) – 1.5 miles south, 

3 miles east, 1.2 miles north, 2 miles 
east, 1.2 miles southeast of Keene.  
Stocked with adult bluegill in 2020. 
(No ramp).
Sather Dam (217) – 11 miles south, 8 
miles west of Alexander. Good bluegill 
and largemouth bass populations, but 
most are smaller. (Fishing pier).
Watford City Park Pond (640) 
– Southeast side of Watford City. 
Fishery reliant on annual stocking due 
to frequent winterkills. (Fishing pier, 
no ramp).

MOUNTRAIL COUNTY
Clearwater Lake (248) – 2 miles 
east, 3.8 miles north, .5 miles east, 3 
miles north-northeast, .5 miles east of 
Stanley. Strong pike population. Wall-
eye present in lower numbers.
Stanley Pond (245) – Northeast side 
of Stanley. Fishery is reliant on annual 
stocking due to frequent winterkills. 
(Fishing pier).
Stanley Reservoir (251) – 1 mile 
south of Stanley. Low number of 
smaller pike. (No ramp).
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White Earth Dam (249) – 6 miles 
north, 8.5 miles east, 2 miles south of 
Tioga. Decent walleye and pike popu-
lations. Bluegill, crappie and perch 
present. (Fishing pier).

RENVILLE COUNTY
Lake Darling (285) – 16 miles north, 
13 miles west of Minot. Strong north-
ern pike, walleye and yellow perch 
populations and a few smallmouth 
bass. Black bullheads abundant and a 
serious management problem. (Fish-
ing pier).

WILLIAMS COUNTY
Blacktail Dam (373) – 5 miles north, 
5 miles west, 1 mile north of the junc-
tion of U.S. highways 2 and 85. Good 
numbers of walleye and pike, with 
some bigger fish of both species. 
Small perch and bluegill abundant, 
with some bigger bluegill in low num-
bers. Smallmouth bass in low num-
bers. (Fishing pier).
Cottonwood Lake (381) – 1 mile 
east, .5 miles north of Alamo. Partial 
winterkill in 2023 mostly affecting 
walleye. Decent number of perch, 
though most are smaller. Pike present 
in low numbers. (Fishing pier).

East Spring Lake Pond (380) – 
North side of Williston. Winterkills 
every year. Fishing opportunities reli-
ant on annual stocking of adult pike. 
(Fishing pier, no ramp).
Epping-Springbrook Dam (374) – 1.5 
miles east of Springbrook. Good num-
ber of catfish. Perch, pike and walleye 
present. (Fishing pier).
Kettle Lake (099) – 3 miles east, 2.5 
miles north of Zahl. Winterkill likely in 
2023. Rainbow trout stocked annually. 
Adult bluegill stocked in 2023. (Fish-
ing pier).
Kota-Ray Dam (376) – 5 miles south, 
.5 miles east, 2 miles south of Ray. 
Good number of nice largemouth 
bass. Small perch abundant. Walleye, 
bluegill and smallmouth bass present. 
Brown trout stocked in 2023, rainbow 
trout stocked annually. (Fishing pier).
Little Muddy River (393) – East edge 
of Williston. Highly dependent on high 
water levels and fish movement from 
upper Missouri River. Fair populations 
of pike and catfish, with many other 
species present. (Fishing pier).
McGregor Dam (378) – 1 mile south 
of McGregor. Good numbers of crap-
pie, bluegill and walleye, though most 
fish are smaller. 	Rainbow trout 

stocked annually. (Fishing pier).
McLeod (Ray) Reservoir (377) – 
Southwest side of Ray. Good pike 
population. Perch and walleye pres-
ent. (Fishing pier).
Tioga Dam (379) – North side of 
Tioga. Good number of pike. Perch 
and bluegill present. (Fishing pier).
Trenton Lake (018) – South side of 
Trenton. Good crappie population. 
Decent numbers of walleye, pike and 
catfish. Due to periodic interconnec-
tion with the Missouri River, many 
other species present. (Fishing pier).
West Spring Lake Pond (033) – 
North edge of Williston. Fishery is 
reliant on annual stocking due to 
frequent winterkills. (No ramp).

RIVERS AND LAKES
Upper Missouri River (014) – Mis-
souri River from Williston to Montana 
state line. Primarily a spring and fall 
fishery for sauger and walleye. Fishing 
success largely driven by water clarity. 
Abundant channel catfish. Many other 
species present.
Yellowstone River (019) – Near the 
towns of Buford, Cartwright and Fair-
view. Primarily a spring and fall fishery 
for sauger and walleye. Channel 
catfish abundant. Many other species 
present. (Fishing pier).

SOUTHWEST FISHERIES DISTRICT
Jeff Merchant, district fisheries biologist, 
Dickinson

ADAMS COUNTY
Mirror Lake (040) – South side of 
Hettinger. Abundant bullheads up to 
a half pound. Good number of chan-
nel catfish up to 5 pounds (stocked 
annually). Some northern pike up to 
3 pounds, walleye up to 2 pounds, 
bluegill up to a half pound and mostly 
small yellow perch. (Fishing pier).
North Lemmon (042) – 5 miles 
north of Lemmon, S.D. Rainbow and 

A keeper 
fish from 
one of North 
Dakota’s 
many prairie 
walleye 
lakes.
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brown trout stocked in 2023. Some 
brown trout up to 2 pounds. Abundant 
small yellow perch. Some bluegill up 
to three-quarters of a pound. Good 
numbers of largemouth bass up to 4 
pounds and walleye up to 8 pounds. 
(Fishing pier).

BOWMAN COUNTY
Bowman-Haley Dam (085) – 11 miles 
south, 8 miles east, 2 miles south of 
Bowman. Fair number of walleye up to 
5 pounds and northern pike up to 10 
pounds. Good number of white bass 
up to 1 pound and smallmouth bass up 
to 2 pounds. Some yellow perch and 
crappie up to a half pound. Abundant 
bullhead up to 1 pound. Carp up to 15 
pounds abundant, good for bowfish-
ing. (Fishing pier).
Gascoyne Lake (086) – 1.5 miles 
northwest of Gascoyne. Abundant 
northern pike, with some fish up to 
7 pounds. Common carp and green 
sunfish abundant at times.
Kalina Dam (087) – 2 miles west, 
1 mile south, 1 mile west, 1 mile 
south of Bowman. Total winterkill 
in 2022-23 on yellow perch, black 
crappie and bluegill. Good number 
of northern pike remain. Adult yel-
low perch and bluegill stocked in 
2023. (No ramp).
Lutz Dam (519) – 2.5 miles south, 
2 miles west, .75 miles north of 
Griffin. Rainbow trout stocked 
annually. Abundant small bluegill, 
some yellow perch and black crap-
pie. (No ramp).
Spring Lake (088) – 1 mile south, 
4 miles west of Rhame. Near 
total winterkill in winter 2022-23. 
Fingerling walleye and adult perch 
and bluegill stocked in spring 
2023.

DUNN COUNTY
BarZ Dam (664) – 8 miles north, 3 
miles west, 2 miles north, 3 miles 
northwest of Killdeer. Adult bluegill 
stocked in 2022. (No ramp).
Lake Ilo (131) – 1 mile west, 1 mile 

SOUTHWEST FISHERIES DISTRICT

south of Dunn Center. Extreme low 
water levels due to issues with the 
dam. Boat ramp not usable. Contact 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service with 
questions. (Fishing pier).

GOLDEN VALLEY COUNTY
Beach City Pond (657) – Southwest 
side of Beach. Rainbow trout stocked 
annually. (Fishing pier, no ramp).
Camels Hump Lake (150) – Northeast 
of Sentinel Butte I-94 Exit 10. Rain-
bow and brown trout stocked in 2023. 
Abundant small largemouth bass, with 
a few up to 4 pounds, and bluegill up 
to a half pound.
Odland Dam (151) – 7 miles north of 
Beach. Restocked in spring 2023 fol-
lowing lake renovation project. Abun-
dant small walleye and yellow perch. 
Good numbers of bluegill up to a half 
pound. (Fishing pier).

Williams Creek Dam (152) – 5 miles 
south, 2 miles east, 2 miles south, 3 
miles east, 1.25 miles south, .75 miles 
southwest of Golva. Abundant small 
yellow perch, with some up to a half 
pound. (No ramp).

GRANT COUNTY
Heart Butte Reservoir (160) – 15 miles 
south of Glen Ullin. Good number of 
walleye, with some fish up to 8 pounds, 
catfish up to 12 pounds, pike up to 10 
pounds, white bass up to 2 pounds, 
smallmouth bass up to 2 pounds and 
yellow perch up to 1 pound. Some 
crappie up to 1 pound and bluegill up 
to a half pound. Abundant bigmouth 
buffalo up to 40 pounds and bullheads 
up to 2 pounds. Some carp up to 20 
pounds. (Fishing pier).
Raleigh Reservoir (163) – 3.5 miles 
west, .25 miles south of Raleigh. Sig-
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nificant winterkill in 2022-23. Likely 
total kill on largemouth bass. Good 
numbers of bluegill, yellow perch and 
small walleye remain. (Fishing pier).
Sheep Creek Dam (164) – 4 miles 
south, .5 miles west of Elgin. Signifi-
cant winterkill in 2022-23 affected 
mainly largemouth bass. Catchable-
sized rainbow and brown trout 
stocked in spring 2023. Good number 
of crappies up to one third pound and 
bluegill up to a half pound remain. 
Good number of small walleye. (Fish-
ing pier).

HETTINGER COUNTY
Blickensderfer Dam (176) – 3.5 miles 
south, 1 mile east, .5 miles south of 
Mott. Significant winterkill on perch 
and bluegill in winter 2022-23. Still 
good numbers of bluegill and smaller 
northern pike. (No ramp).
Castle Rock Dam (174) – 2 miles 
west, 1.5 miles south, 2 miles west, 
.5 miles south of Mott. Rainbow trout 
stocked annually.
Indian Creek Dam (171) – 1.5 miles 
west, 2 miles south, 2 miles west, 3 
miles south of Regent. Abundant wall-
eye up to 7 pounds, smallmouth bass 
up to 4 pounds and yellow perch up 
to a half pound. Fair number of blue-
gill up to 1 pound. Some largemouth 
bass up to 3 pounds. (Fishing pier).
Larson Lake (173) – .5 miles north 
and 2 miles east of Regent. Total win-
terkill in winter 2022-23. Fair number 
of small yellow perch.
Mott Watershed Dam (175) – North 
side of Mott. Rainbow trout stocked 
annually. Small bluegill abundant, 
with some fish up to 1 pound. Few 
largemouth bass up to 2 pounds. 
(Fishing pier).

MORTON COUNTY
Danzig Dam (243) – 2 miles north, 
1.4 miles west, .2 miles north of I-94 
Exit 120. Minor winterkill in 2022-23 
affected mainly common carp. Good 

numbers of northern pike up to 15 
pounds and small yellow perch. Fair 
number of walleye up to 4 pounds.
Gaebe Pond (025) – 1.5 miles west 
of New Salem. Rainbow trout stocked 
annually. Adult catfish up to 5 pounds 
stocked most years. Some small 
perch, crappie and bluegill. (Fishing 
pier, no ramp).
Glen Ullin Reservoir (238) – North-
west side of Glen Ullin. Rainbow trout 
stocked annually, with some fish up to 
1 pound. (No ramp).
Krieg’s Pond (705) – .5 miles east of 
Hebron. Significant winterkill in 2022-
23. Catchable-sized trout, yellow 
perch and catfish stocked most years. 
(No ramp).

SIOUX COUNTY
Labow Lake (714) – 4 miles north, 2 
miles west, 1 mile north, .5 miles east, 
.5 miles north of Thunderhawk, S.D. 
Abundant small bluegill and some 
largemouth bass. (No ramp).
Larson Lake (090) – 4 miles north, 1 
mile west, .2 miles south of Thunder-
hawk, S.D. Some bluegill and green 
sunfish. (No ramp).

SLOPE COUNTY
Cedar Lake (322) – 8 miles south, 
5 miles west of the junction of ND 
highways 21 and 22. Significant win-
terkill in 2022-23 affected walleye and 
common carp. Good number of small 
northern pike and a fair number of 
yellow perch remain.
Davis Dam (323) – 16 miles west, 4 
miles north of Amidon. Rainbow trout 
stocked annually. Abundant bluegill 
up to a half pound and largemouth 
bass up to 5 pounds.

STARK COUNTY
Belfield Pond (332) – Southwest 
side of Belfield. Catchable-sized trout, 
catfish, perch and bluegills stocked 
in spring 2023. Dam de-watered in 
fall 2023 for repairs; winterkill likely. 

(Fishing pier).
Dassinger Pond (328) – 3.5 miles 
south, 2 miles east and south, 2.6 
miles south of Exit 72. Walk through 
the gate 400 yards west to the pond. 
No motor vehicles inside the gate. 
Abundant small bluegill and large-
mouth bass, with a few larger fish. 
(No ramp).
Dickinson Dike (331) – Southwest 
side of Dickinson. Significant winter-
kill in 2022-23. Abundant small blue-
gill, black crappie and yellow perch 
remain. Catchable-sized trout and 
catfish stocked in 2023. (Fishing pier).
Dickinson Reservoir (330) – 2 miles 
west of Dickinson. Good number of 
walleye up to 5 pounds, yellow perch 
up to a half pound, crappie up to a 
half pound, catfish up to 10 pounds 
and bluegill up to a half pound. Fair 
number of pike up to 5 pounds. Abun-
dant bullheads up to 1 pound and carp 
up to 8 pounds. (Fishing pier).
Slater Pond (503) – From I-94 Exit 
84, .75 miles north, 1 mile east, .5 
miles north, .5 miles east. Abundant 
small yellow perch. Rainbow trout 
stocked annually. (Fishing pier, no 
ramp).

RIVERS AND LAKES
Cannonball River (388) – In Slope, 
Hettinger, Grant and Sioux counties. 
Carp abundant most of the time. Fair 
walleye, northern pike and catfish 
numbers. (No ramp).
Heart River (390) – In Stark, Grant 
and Morton counties. Carp and buf-
falo abundant most of the time. Abun-
dant smallmouth bass. Some walleye, 
northern pike and catfish during 
spring spawning. (No ramp).
Little Missouri River (410) – South-
western part of state. Catfish up to 
10 pounds abundant. Some sauger, 
northern pike and walleye during 
spring spawning. (No ramp).

12 ■ ND OUTDOORS ■ MARCH-APRIL 2024



NORTH CENTRAL FISHERIES DISTRICT
Dave Fryda, district fisheries supervisor, 
Riverdale

BOTTINEAU COUNTY
Carbury Dam (452) – 1 mile south, 1 
mile west of Carbury. Decent number 
of 18- to 22-inch northern pike. (Fish-
ing pier).
Lake Metigoshe (077) – 9 miles 
north, 4 miles east, 1 mile north of 
Bottineau. Several sizes of bluegill, 
including some large fish, along with 
some nice crappie. Good number 
of walleye in a wide range of sizes 
including fish up to 26 inches. Good 
pike fishing, with some large fish. 
(Fishing pier).
Long Lake (078) – 9 miles north, 7 
miles east, 1 mile south, 1 mile east, 
.5 miles south, .3 miles east of Bot-
tineau. Good pike and walleye popula-
tions. Walleye population has a variety 
of sizes with fish up to 25 inches. Fair 
number of small yellow perch.
Loon Lake (674) – 9 miles north, 4 
miles east, 2 miles south, 2 miles east, 
.5 miles north of Bottineau. Very good 
walleye population, with a variety of 

sizes including fish up to 25 inches. 
Fairly abundant population of mostly 
small yellow perch. (No ramp).
Pelican Lake (079) – 9 miles north, 
8 miles east, .5 miles southwest of 
Bottineau. Decent number of northern 
pike, some good-sized fish.
Strawberry Lake (081) – 9 miles 
north, 3 miles west, .5 miles south 
of Bottineau. Rainbow trout stocked 
annually. (Fishing pier).
Thompson Lake (074) – 9 miles 
north, 4 miles east, 2 miles south, 1 
mile east, 1 mile south of Bottineau.  
Mostly small yellow perch abundant. 
(No ramp).

BURLEIGH COUNTY
New Johns Lake (750) – 11.8 miles 
south, 3 miles east of Mercer. Decent 
walleye numbers, with many large fish 
up to 27 inches. Excellent smallmouth 
bass fishery, with large fish present. 
Abundant small perch. Periodically 
stocked with muskies. (Fishing pier).

MCHENRY COUNTY
Buffalo Lodge Lake (205) – 2 miles 
east, 3 miles north, 2 miles east of 
Granville. Good numbers of northern 

pike and walleye. A few larger fish of 
both species. (Fishing pier).
Cottonwood Lake (202) – 2.5 miles 
north of Butte. Good walleye numbers, 
with a few larger fish up to 26 inches. 
Low number of norther pike. Abun-
dant small perch. (Fishing pier).
George Lake (203) – 13 miles north, 
1 mile east, 1.3 miles north, .5 miles 
east of the junction of U.S. Highway 52 
and ND Highway 14. Partial winterkill 
in 2023. Reduced number of mostly 
smaller pike still present. Low perch 
numbers. (Fishing pier).
Poynter’s Pond (092) – 3.2 miles 
northwest, .2 miles north of Velva. 
Annual winterkill lake. Will be man-
aged for seasonal fishery with spring 
stocking of adult fish. (No ramp).
Round Lake (204) – 10 miles north, 
1.5 miles west of Anamoose. Moderate 
numbers of pike and walleye. Abun-
dant but mostly small yellow perch.

MCLEAN COUNTY
Brush Lake (221) – 3 miles north of 
Mercer. Significant winterkill in 2023. 
Most sportfish eliminated but some 
adult pike remain. Restocked with 
adult bluegill and fry and fingerling 

Shore-fishing 
opportunities 
abound on 
many of North 
Dakota’s 400-
plus managed 
waters.

 ND OUTDOORS ■ MARCH-APRIL 2024 ■ 13



walleye in 2023. (Fishing pier).
Camp Lake (479) – 17.5 miles north, 
2 miles east of Turtle Lake. Likely 
winterkill in 2023. Fishery remains 
incidental from movement of fish from 
Strawberry Lake. (No ramp).
Camp Loop Pond (546) – 3 miles 
southwest of Riverdale on U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ downstream 
campground. Catchable-sized rain-
bow trout stocked annually. A few 
large trout caught in early spring. 
(Fishing pier, no ramp).
Coal Lake (528) – 3 miles south, 1.5 
miles east, .75 miles north of Under-
wood. Very good population of nice 
walleye in the 20-inch range. Abun-
dant small yellow perch and fathead 
minnows. Abundant forage may make 
angling challenging even though the 

walleye population is very good. (No 
ramp).
Crooked Lake (223) – 10 miles 
north, .2 miles east, .1 mile south of 
Turtle Lake. Major winterkill in 2023. 
Restocked with adult yellow perch 
and walleye fry and fingerlings in 
2023. Exceptional walleye year-class 
from 2023 stocking.
Custer Mine (224) – 4 miles east, 2 
miles south of Garrison. Poor per-
formance and excessive bird preda-
tion on annual spring stockings will 
change future management. Starting 
in 2024, the fishery will be managed 
with annual spring stocking of adult 
game fish.
East Park Lake (752) – 9 miles south 
of Mercer. Fair walleye numbers, 
with some larger fish. Fair number of 

northern pike. (Fishing pier).
Lake Audubon (225) – North of 
Coleharbor. Walleye numbers below 
long-term average but size structure 
is improved. Excellent smallmouth 
bass fishery, with trophy-sized fish 
abundant. A good muskie fishery. 
(Fishing pier).
Lake Brekken (232) – 1.5 miles north 
of Turtle Lake. Decent number of wall-
eye, with some fish up to 24 inches. 
Mostly smaller perch abundant. (Fish-
ing pier).
Lake Gertie (724) – 1 mile south of 
Benedict. Good number of northern 
pike and walleye, some larger fish. 
Walley up to 27 inches present. (No 
ramp).
Lake Holmes (455) – 1 mile northeast 
of Turtle Lake. Fair number of walleye, 

NORTH CENTRAL FISHERIES DISTRICT
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with some larger fish. Small perch 
abundant.
Lightning Lake (233) – .5 miles east 
of Turtle Lake. A quality trout fishery, 
stocked annually with rainbow trout, 
with some large fish. (Fishing pier).
Max City Pond (471) – Southeast 
corner of Max. New community pond 
that winterkills annually. Managed by 
annual spring stocking of adult sport-
fish. (No ramp).
ND 4-H Pond (440) – 1.5 miles west, 
.3 miles south of Washburn. Small 
community pond that winterkills 
annually. Managed with annual spring 
stocking of adult gamefish. (No ramp).
Painted Woods Creek (418) – 5 miles 
southeast of Washburn. Fair number 
of northern pike. Walleye fishing can 
be good occasionally in early spring. 
(No ramp).

Painted Woods Pond (429) – .6 
miles south and .25 miles west of the 
junction of U.S. Highway 83 and ND 
Highway 1804. Stocked annually with 
catchable-sized rainbow trout. (No 
ramp).
Pelican Lake (757) – 7 miles north, 2 
miles east, .2 miles north of Mercer. 
Good numbers of pike and smaller 
perch. (No ramp).
Riverdale City Pond (220) – North 
side of Riverdale. Popular pond for 
kids and family outings. Lots of small 
bluegill and bass. Annually stocked 
with catchable-sized rainbow trout. 
(Fishing pier, no ramp).
Scooby Lake (761) – .5 miles south, 
1 mile west, .3 miles south of Bene-
dict. Complete winterkill in 2023. 
Restocked with walleye fry and finger-
lings in 2023. (No ramp).

Seth Kreft 
with a nice 
Missouri 
River System 
catfish.

Strawberry Lake (226) – 17.5 miles 
north, 2 miles east of Turtle Lake. Good 
pike and fair walleye populations. Lots of 
small perch and bluegill.
Triangle Y Pond (463) – 4 miles west, 
1.5 miles south, 1 mile west, 1 mile south, 
1 mile west, .5 miles south of Garrison. 
Small pond stocked with bluegill and 
crappie, used mostly by Triangle Y kids. 
(Fishing pier, no ramp).
West Park Lake (753) – 9 miles south, 3 
miles west of Mercer. Decent numbers of 
walleye and northern pike. Some larger 
pike and walleye present. Abundant 
small perch. (No ramp).

MERCER COUNTY
Harmony Lake (560) – 6 miles north, 
1 mile west of Hazen. Good numbers 
of small- to medium-sized bluegill and 
crappie. Some northern pike. Annually 
stocked with rainbow trout in spring. 
(Fishing pier).
Hazen Creek (382) – West end of 
Hazen. Catchable-sized rainbow trout 
stocked annually in spring. (No ramp).

OLIVER COUNTY
East Arroda Dam (262) – 1 mile east of 
Fort Clark ND Highway 200A. Fair num-
ber of pike, with some larger fish. Decent 
number of crappie and mostly smaller 
perch. Earthen fishing piers available for 
shore-fishing access.
Nelson Lake (258) – 5 miles east, 3 
miles south of Center. Best largemouth 
bass lake in the state. Open water year-
round allows warmwater fish to grow 
better than in other lakes. Quality-sized 
bluegill and crappie abundant. (Fishing 
pier).
Oliver County Sportsmen’s Pond (266) 
– 4 miles south, .5 miles west of Center. 
Catchable-sized rainbow trout stocked 
annually. (No ramp).
West Arroda Dam (264) – 1 mile east of 
Fort Clark ND Highway 200A. Northern 
pike abundant. Good number of bluegill 
and fair crappie population of smaller 
fish. Earthen fishing piers available for 
shore-fishing access.
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PIERCE COUNTY
Antelope Lake (617) – 6.7 miles 
north, 3 miles east, 1 mile north, 
2 miles east, 2 miles south of 
Anamoose. Good number of walleye 
from 15-22 inches. Low abundance of 
quality-sized perch.
Balta Dam (269) – .5 miles south 
of Balta. Decent number of smaller 
northern pike.
Clear Lake (654) – 6 miles east, 
.7 miles south of Anamoose. Good 
number of quality-sized walleye from 
14-22 inches. Yellow perch numbers 
low. (No ramp).
Davis Lake (024) – 2 miles west, 1.5 
miles south of Balta. Low abundance 
of northern pike.

RENVILLE COUNTY
Glenburn Pond (466) – North side of 
Glenburn. Small pond stocked annu-
ally with catchable-sized trout. Adult 
perch and bluegill stocked periodi-
cally. (Fishing pier, no ramp).

SHERIDAN COUNTY
Barreth Lake (158) – 2 miles south, 
2 miles east, 2 miles south, .6 miles 

west of Goodrich. High number of 
small yellow perch. (No ramp).
Bender Lake (715) – .5 miles south, 
4 miles west, .5 miles south of Martin. 
Moderate abundance of smaller yel-
low perch. (No ramp).
Cherry Lake (698) – 7 miles north, 
3 miles east, 2 miles north, .3 miles 
west of Mercer. Fair number of north-
ern pike, with some quality-sized fish. 
Fair number of small yellow perch. 
(No ramp).
Coal Mine Lake (482) – 14 miles 
south, 5 miles east of Anamoose. Sig-
nificant winterkill in 2023 for second 
winter in a row greatly reduced fish 
populations. Low abundance of small 
northern pike. (Fishing pier).
Davis WPA (598) – 8 miles south, 1 
mile east of Denhoff. Good walleye 
population, with larger fish up to 28 
inches. High abundance of small yel-
low perch.
Heckers Lake (751) – 9 miles south, 
2.4 miles east of Mercer. Good 
number of walleye, with fish up to 26 
inches. Decent numbers of pike and 
smallmouth bass. Abundant small yel-
low perch. (No ramp).

Hinsz Lake (765) – 8 miles south, 3 
miles west, 1 mile south, .6 miles west, 
.7 miles northwest of Anamoose.  
Good numbers of walleye and north-
ern pike. Mostly smaller yellow perch.
Kaibel Lake (756) – 10.2 miles south 
of Drake. High abundance of small 
perch. (No ramp).
Miller Lake (772) – 18 miles north, 
2 miles east, .2 miles south of 
McClusky. Complete winterkill in 
2023. Stocked with adult yellow perch 
in 2023. (No ramp).
Mud Lake (716) – 4.5 miles south of 
Anamoose. Likely significant winterkill 
in 2023. (No ramp).
Sheyenne Lake (314) – 13.5 miles 
south, 1.5 miles east, .4 miles north of 
Anamoose. Pike stocked periodically. 
(No ramp).
South (Hoffer) McClusky (316) – 2 
miles north, 1 mile west of McClusky. 
Good numbers of walleye and pike. 
Some good-sized bluegill and crappie. 
(Fishing pier).
Stober Lake (562) – 9 miles east, 2 
miles north, 2 miles east of McClusky. 
Good walleye population, with fish up 
to 25 inches. Low yellow perch abun-

An eater-sized 
walleye.
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dance, with some large fish.
Wolf Lake (558) – .5 miles south, 
1.8 miles west of Martin. Substantial 
winterkill in 2023. (No ramp).

WARD COUNTY
Hiddenwood Lake (443) – 8 miles 
south of Makoti. Fair number of 
walleye, with some large fish. High 
abundance of small yellow perch. 
Some larger-sized smallmouth bass. 
(Fishing pier).
Makoti Lake (365) – 6 miles south of 
Makoti. High number of northern pike, 
with some larger fish. Abundant small 
yellow perch.
North Carlson Lake (360) – 10 miles 
east of Ryder. Significant winterkill in 
2023. Low number of northern pike. 
Restocked with adult yellow perch in 
2023.
Rice Lake (362) – 4 miles north, 7 
miles east, 2 miles north of Ryder. 
Abundant northern pike population. 
Low walleye numbers. High numbers 
of small yellow perch and bluegill. 
(Fishing pier).
South Carlson Lake (361) – 10 miles 
east of Ryder. Decent numbers of 
northern pike and small yellow perch. 
(Fishing pier).
State Fair Pond (027) – North end of 
state fairgrounds. Small pond stocked 
annually with catchable-sized trout 
and panfish. (Fishing pier, no ramp).
Velva Sportsmen’s Pond (364) – 7 
miles south, 1.5 miles west, 1 mile 
south, .5 miles west of Velva. Consis-
tently a quality fishery for nice-sized 
rainbow and brown trout. Fair number 
of smaller largemouth bass. (Fishing 
pier).

RIVERS AND LAKES
J Clark Sayler NWR (096) – .5 miles 
north, 5 miles east of Upham. Some 
northern pike fishing opportunities 
during summer. (No ramp).
Knife River (392) – In Dunn and 
Mercer counties. Connected to the 
Missouri River, so a variety of fish spe-
cies available.

McClusky Canal (464) – Central 
part of state in McLean, Burleigh and 
Sheridan counties. Excellent small-
mouth bass fishery, with some larger 
fish. Variety of fish species available. 
(Fishing pier, no ramp).
Souris River (Mouse River) (396) 
– North central part of state. Fair 
numbers of pike, walleye and perch. 
(Fishing pier).

SOUTH CENTRAL FISHERIES DISTRICT
Paul Bailey, district fisheries supervisor, 
Bismarck

BURLEIGH COUNTY
Apple Creek (398) – South central 
part of state. Lower reaches can be 
good for northern pike, walleye, crap-
pie and catfish. (No ramp).
Cottonwood Park Pond (635) – On 
west side of Cottonwood soccer 
complex in south Bismarck. Adult 
northern pike and other species may 
be stocked in spring. Frequently 
winterkills, resulting in the lake often 
being fishless in mid- to late winter. 
Winter access may be difficult due to 
the closest parking lot being gated 
during winter. Winter parking is avail-

able to the northeast of Cottonwood 
Park Pond and access is available via 
the paved walking path. (Fishing pier, 
no ramp).
Crimmins WPA (747) – 3 miles west, 
11 miles north, .5 miles west of Wing. 
Walleye abundant and a low number 
of perch. (No ramp).
Lake Harriet (Arena Lake) (610) – 
8 miles west, 1 mile south of Tuttle. 
Abundant northern pike and a low 
number of yellow perch. (No ramp).
Long Lake (104) – 1 mile south, 2.5 
miles east of Moffit. Northern pike 
abundant. Contact refuge for specific 
angling regulations. (Fishing pier, no 
ramp).
McDowell Dam (101) – 4 miles east, 1 
mile north of Bismarck on ND High-
way 10. Bluegill abundant and large-
mouth bass present in lower num-
bers. Catchable-sized rainbow trout 
stocked in spring. (Fishing pier).
OWLS Pond (026) – Just west of Bis-
marck Game and Fish office. Catch-
able-sized rainbow trout stocked in 
spring and fall. Other species (bluegill, 
perch, catfish and white bass) may be 
stocked. (Fishing pier, no ramp).
Wilton City Pond (600) – South side 
of Wilton. Catchable-sized rainbow 
trout stocked in spring. (No ramp).

Walleye are 
consistently 
the most 
sought fish 
in North 
Dakota.
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EMMONS COUNTY
Baumgartner Lake (529) – 6 miles 
south of Linton. Winterkill in 2022-23. 
Northern pike stocked in 2023 are 
small but abundant. (No ramp).
Braddock Dam (140) – 2 miles south-
west of Braddock. Experienced a par-
tial winterkill in 2022-23. Fair numbers 
of northern pike, walleye, channel cat-
fish and yellow perch remain. Bluegill 
and black bullheads present.
Goose Lake (501) – 3 miles east of 
Braddock. Experienced a complete 
winterkill in 2022-23. Both northern 
pike and yellow perch stocked in 
2023. (No ramp).
North Senger (070) – 1 mile north, 7 
miles east, 3 miles north, 1.25 miles 
east of Strasburg. Yellow perch abun-
dant. (No ramp).
Rice Lake (142) – 9.5 miles south, .8 

miles west of Strasburg. Walleye, yel-
low perch and northern pike abundant.

KIDDER COUNTY
Alkaline Lake (590) – 15 miles south 
and 2.25 miles east of Tappen. Walleye 
abundant. Fair pike numbers, with fish 
occasionally over 10 pounds. Large 
perch in low numbers.
Cherry Lake (177) – 15 miles north, 3 
miles east of Steele. Small northern 
pike abundant, along with a fair num-
ber of perch.
Des Moines Lake (593) – 5.5 miles 
east of Robinson. Northern pike and 
walleye abundant. (No ramp).
Etta-Alkaline Complex (650) – 1 mile 
south, 2.5 miles west, 3 miles south 
of Dawson. Complete winterkill in 
2022-23, but some northern pike have 
repopulated the lake from Long Lake. 
(No ramp).

Fresh Lake (549) – 15 miles south, 
7 miles east, 1 mile south of Dawson. 
Walleye abundant. Pike and perch 
present. (No ramp).
Frettim Lake (180) – 2 miles east, 1 
mile north of Robinson. Winterkill in 
2022-23. Adult bluegill and fingerling 
walleye stocked in 2023.
Geier Lake (740) – 12 miles east, 9.5 
miles north of Robinson. Walleye abun-
dant and perch present. (No ramp).
Helen Lake (601) – 2.5 miles west, 
6 miles north of Tuttle. Consistently 
good northern pike fishery, with fish 
occasionally over 8 pounds. Perch 
present. (No ramp).
Horsehead Lake (594) – 10.7 miles 
north, .25 miles east of I-94 Exit 205. 
Northern pike and walleye abundant
Jasper Lake (573) – 7 miles north, 
.5 miles east of Robinson. Walleye 
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and perch in good numbers. Bluegill 
present.
Koenig North (676) – 12.25 miles 
north, 1.5 miles east of Robinson. 
Walleye abundant and perch present. 
Winter access only. (No ramp).
Koenig South (677) – 12.25 miles 
north, 1.5 miles east of Robinson. 
Multiple perch year-classes present. 
Winter access only. (No ramp).
Lake Geneva (666) – 2 miles south, 
.5 miles east of I-94 Exit 195. Com-
plete winterkill in 2022-23. Adult 
perch stocked in 2023 and are pres-
ent in fair numbers. (No ramp).
Lake Isabel (183) – 2 miles south, .5 
miles east, .75 miles south of Dawson. 
Small northern pike abundant. Perch 
and walleye present in low numbers. 
Non-department winter aeration may 
occur.
Lake Josephine (186) – 2 miles north 
of Tuttle. Walleye and perch abun-
dant. A few northern pike present. 
(Fishing pier).
Lake No. 5 (476) – 3.5 miles west, 
7.5 miles north, 1.5 miles east, 1 mile 
south of Dawson. Northern pike 
abundant, but the lake frequently 
winterkills. (No ramp).
Lake Williams (182) – .3 miles east, 
.5 miles south of the town of Lake 

Williams. Fair numbers of walleye, 
northern pike, yellow perch and small-
mouth bass.
Leno Lake (604) – 1 mile east, 7 miles 
north of Tuttle. Winterkill in 2022-23. 
Adult yellow perch and fingerling 
walleye stocked in 2023. (No ramp).
Long Alkaline Lake (629) – 3 miles 
west, 7 miles north of Robinson. Small 
northern pike abundant. Perch in low 
numbers. (No ramp).
McPhail WMA (569) – 7 miles north, 
2 miles west of Tappen. Walleye and 
perch in good numbers. (No ramp).
Pelican Lake (474) – 3 miles east, 11 
miles north, 1 mile east of Robinson. 
Walleye and small perch in fair num-
bers. (No ramp).
Plowe Lake (735) – 6 miles east, 5 
miles north, 1 mile east of Robinson. 
Walleye, northern pike and perch in 
fair numbers. (No ramp).
Rafferty Lake (734) – 12 miles east, 
9.8 miles north of Robinson. Winter-
kill in 2022-23. Adult yellow perch 
stocked in 2023. (No ramp).
Remmick Lake (731) – 3 miles east, 6 
miles north of Robinson. Walleye and 
perch in fair numbers. Winter access 
only. (No ramp).
Round Lake (181) – 1 mile north, 1.5 
miles east of Pettibone. Fair numbers 

of northern pike, yellow perch and 
walleye. (No ramp).
Schumacher Lake (702) – 7 miles 
north, 1 mile east, .2 miles northeast 
of Robinson. Partial winterkill in 2022-
23. Walleye, yellow perch and blue-
gill present in low numbers. Walk-in 
access on state land on northwest 
portion of lake. (No ramp).
Sibley Lake (646) – 7 miles north, 2 
miles east, 1 mile south of Dawson. 
Abundant walleye and perch. Non-
department winter aeration may 
occur.
Swan Lake (678) – 10.5 miles north 
of Robinson. Small perch abundant, 
but fish up to 10 inches present. Low 
number of walleye. (No ramp).
Willow Lake (645) – 9 miles north, 3 
miles west of Robinson. Cormorant 
predation has impacted this fishery, 
but some walleye and yellow perch 
present. (No ramp).
Woodhouse Lake (472) – 12 miles 
north, 12 miles east of Wing. Walleye 
abundant and yellow perch present in 
fair numbers. (No ramp).

LOGAN COUNTY
Beaver Lake (197) – 8 miles south, 8 
miles east of Napoleon. Northern pike 
abundant, with fish occasionally over 
10 pounds.

Nathan Wilson 
fly-fishes for 
northern pike in 
early spring.

 ND OUTDOORS ■ MARCH-APRIL 2024 ■ 19



Braun Lake (588) – 18 miles south, 1 
mile east of Steele. Walleye and small 
perch abundant. (No ramp).
Kleingartner Lake (710) – 10 miles 
south, 5 miles west of Gackle. Fair 
number of northern pike and a low 
number of yellow perch. (No ramp).
Lepp Lake (717) – 1 mile east, 1 mile 
north of Lehr. Fair numbers of north-
ern pike and yellow perch. (No ramp).
Logan Lake (453) – 1 mile west of 
Gackle. Walleye abundant. Fair num-
ber of small perch. (No ramp).
Marvin Miller Lake (533) – 6.5 miles 
south, 8 miles west, .5 miles north of 
Gackle. Excellent walleye fishery, with 
fish occasionally over 25 inches. Fair 
number of perch and a low number of 
northern pike.
Mundt Lake (199) – 3 miles east, 4 
miles north, 1 mile east, .5 miles south 
of Lehr. Suspected winterkill in 2022-

23. Small walleye, yellow perch and 
smallmouth bass present. (Fishing 
pier).
Ost Lake (749) – 7 miles east, 1 mile 
north, 1 mile west, .5 miles north of 
Lehr. Walleye and yellow perch abun-
dant. (No ramp).
Railroad Lake (708) – 5.5 miles east 
of Lehr. Fair numbers of walleye and 
yellow perch.
Thurn Lake (620) – 5 miles north of 
Lehr, .5 miles east. Good number of 
small walleye. Yellow perch present. 
(No ramp).
West Lake Napoleon (201) – 1 mile 
west of Napoleon. Experienced 
partial winterkill in 2022-23, but good 
numbers of walleye, yellow perch and 
northern pike remain.
Wetzel Lake (737) – 11 miles west, 1 
mile south of Gackle. Small northern 
pike abundant. (No ramp).

Zenker Lake (021) – 3.5 
miles west of Gackle. 
Walleye and yellow perch 
abundant. (No ramp).

MCINTOSH COUNTY
Clear Lake (215) – 6 miles 
east, 2 miles south of 
Wishek. Complete winter-
kill in 2022-23. Adult yellow 
perch stocked in 2023. (No 
ramp).
Dollinger Schnabel Lake 
(580) – 2 miles north, 5 miles 
west, 3 miles north of Ventu-
ria. Walleye and yellow perch 
abundant. (No ramp).
Dorfman Lake (642) – 5 
miles north, 2 miles west of 
Ashley. Walleye abundant, 
along with fair numbers of 
northern pike and yellow 
perch. (No ramp).
Dry Lake (213) – 5 miles 
west, 4 miles north, 2 miles 
east, .5 miles south of 
Ashley. Excellent walleye 
fishery, with low numbers of 

northern pike and large yellow perch.
Green Lake (210) – 2 miles east, 4 
miles south, 1 mile east of Wishek. 
Quality walleye and yellow perch 
fishery, with a low number of north-
ern pike. (Fishing pier).
Harr Lake (514) – 10 miles east, 12 
miles north of Ashley. Walleye abun-
dant and yellow perch present. (No 
ramp).
Kislingbury Lake (763) – .5 miles 
east, 1.5 miles north of Ashley. Wall-
eye and yellow perch abundant.
Lake Hoskins (211) – 3 miles west 
of Ashley. Fair numbers of walleye, 
northern pike and yellow perch. Low 
number of large bullheads. (Fishing 
pier).
Lehr WMA (570) – 2 miles east, 1 
mile south of Lehr. Small walleye 
and yellow perch abundant and 
some adult walleye immigrated from 
adjoining Nagel Lake.
Miller Lake (315) – 7.5 miles east, 2.5 
miles south of Lehr. Fair numbers of 
northern pike and small yellow perch. 
Low walleye numbers. (No ramp).
Mudd Lake (595) – 1 mile west of 
Lehr. Fair number of northern pike 
and a low number of yellow perch. 
(No ramp).
Nagel Lake (Koepplin WPA) (707) – 
1.5 miles east, .5 miles south of Lehr. 
Walleye abundant and yellow perch 
present. (No ramp).
Pfeifle Lake (690) – 10 miles south, 
2 miles east of Wishek. Northern 
pike, yellow perch and walleye in fair 
numbers. (No ramp).
Pudwill Lake (214) – 9 miles south, 
4 miles west, 1 mile north, .5 miles 
west of Lehr. Frequently winterkills, 
but low numbers of northern pike, 
walleye and perch may be present. 
(No ramp).
Rueb Eszlinger (691) – 7.5 miles 
north, 2 miles west of Ashley. Abun-
dant multiple yellow perch year-
classes. (No ramp).

The making of a 
future angler.
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MORTON COUNTIES
Crown Butte Dam (237) – 4 miles 
west on access road on north side 
of I-94 Exit 147. Winterkill in 2022-23. 
Catchable-sized rainbow trout and 
bluegill stocked in 2023. (Fishing 
pier).
Fish Creek Dam (239) – 8 miles 
south, 2 miles east, 1 mile south of 
I-94 Exit 134. Largemouth bass, 
bluegill and rainbow trout abundant. 
Smallmouth bass and crappie present 
in lower numbers. (Fishing pier).
Harmon Lake (660) – 8 miles north 
of Mandan on ND Highway 1806. 
Largemouth bass, bluegill and crap-
pie abundant. Rainbow trout, channel 
catfish and northern pike present in 
lower numbers. (Fishing pier).
Little Heart Pond (746) – 11 miles 
south of Mandan on ND Highway 
1806. Catchable-sized rainbow trout 
stocked in spring. (No ramp).
Nygren Dam (242) – 6 miles north, 1 
mile east, 3 miles north, .5 miles east 
of Flasher. Bluegill and largemouth 
bass abundant. (Fishing pier).
Porsborg Dam (675) – Northwest 
Mandan. Rainbow trout and other 
species may be stocked in spring. (No 
ramp).
Sweet Briar Lake (240) – 18 miles 
west of Mandan I-94 Exit 134. Fair 
numbers of walleye, northern pike, 
yellow perch, bluegill, crappie and 
channel catfish. (Fishing pier).

SIOUX COUNTY
Froelich Dam (318) – 9 miles north, 2 
miles west of Selfridge. Walleye and 
northern pike abundant. Yellow perch, 
crappie, bluegill and largemouth bass 
present.

NORTHEAST FISHERIES DISTRICT
Bryan Sea, district fisheries supervisor, 
Devils Lake

BENSON COUNTY
Gravel Pit Lake (661) – 4.5 miles 
west of Fort Totten. No recent infor-
mation. Managed by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. (No ramp).
Mission Lake (662) – 5 miles south, 
1.5 miles east, 2 miles south of Devils 
Lake. No recent information. Man-
aged by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. (No ramp).
Wood Lake (054) – 2 miles west, 1 
mile south of Tokio. Significant die-off 
in summer 2022. Bluegill common but 
fewer 7- to 8-inch fish available. Still 
a fair number of decent largemouth 
bass, but down from several years 
ago. Fair number of 15- to 20-inch 
walleye, with some bigger fish pres-
ent. Pike numbers are good, with 
most ranging from 20-30 inches. 
Perch are small.

CAVALIER COUNTY
Langdon City Pond (115) – South 

side of Langdon. Rainbow trout 
stocked annually. Most fish caught in 
May. (Fishing pier).
Mount Carmel Dam (114) – 9 miles 
north, 2 miles east, 2 miles north of 
Langdon. Walleye population is good, 
several sizes available, including some 
big fish. Decent number of nice-sized 
pike in the 20- to 30-inch range and 
a few bigger ones. Crappie popula-
tion is good, with most fish averag-
ing around 9 inches and some up to 
12 inches. Perch mostly smaller but 
some reaching 9-10 inches. (Fishing 
pier).

EDDY COUNTY
Adams Lake (603) – 10 miles south 
of Warwick. Lots of smaller perch 
around 7 inches, with some up to 10 
inches, and a few walleye. (No ramp).
Battle Lake (136) – .5 miles south, 1.5 
miles west, 1.5 miles south of Hamar. 
Winterkill likely in 2023. (No ramp).
Lake Coe (652) – 10 miles south of 
Warwick on east side of Eddy County 
Road 8. Good number of walleye, with 
several size classes available. Fish 
20-25 inches common, with 15- to 
20-inch fish as well. Good perch num-
bers, with most less than 7 inches.
New Rockford Reservoir (137) – 
North side of New Rockford. Fair 
numbers of pike and a few walleye. 
(Fishing pier, no ramp).
North Lake Washington (125) – 6 
miles south of Warwick. Decent 
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walleye population, with most fish 
between 15-20 inches. Perch num-
bers have declined, and most are less 
than 8 inches.
Warsing Dam (135) – 1 mile northeast 
of Sheyenne. Northern pike adults 
stocked in spring 2019 to establish 
an instant fishery. Spring 2019 net-
ting survey sampled pike, perch and 
bullheads. (Fishing pier).

FOSTER COUNTY
Dry Lake (548) – 7 miles east, 5 miles 
south, 2 miles east of Carrington. 
Good numbers of 15- to 18-inch 
walleye, with some over 20 inches. 
Pike and perch in low densities. No 
black bullheads sampled in 2023. (No 
ramp).
Juanita Lake (147) – 2 miles east of 
Grace City. Significant winterkill in 
2023. (Fishing pier).

GRAND FORKS COUNTY
English Coulee Pond (244) – 5 miles 

south, 3 miles east, 1 mile south, .5 
miles east of Emerado. Pike, bluegill 
and largemouth bass sampled in 
2022. Some nice pike and bass up 
to 17 inches. Good numbers of 7- to 
8-inch bluegill and lots of smaller fish. 
Some nice crappie up to 12 inches. 
Perch mostly small, but some are 8 
inches. (Fishing pier, no ramp).
Fordville Dam (153) – 5 miles west, 
1 mile north, .5 miles west, .5 miles 
north of Inkster. Few walleyes pres-
ent. Fair number of pike, with most 
around 20-27 inches. An OK popula-
tion of perch under 8 inches. Bluegill 
numbers increasing, with mostly 
small fish. Fair crappie numbers, with 
most under 10 inches but some bigger 
fish. Bullheads and suckers remain a 
management issue. (Fishing pier).
Kolding Dam (155) – 5 miles south-
east, 1 mile south of Niagara on U.S. 
Highway 2. Fair pike numbers ranging 
from 20-24 inches.

Larimore Dam (154) – 2 miles north-
east of Larimore. Walleye have not 
been sampled since 2021 survey. Few 
perch but smaller-sized. Pike num-
bers declined slightly but 20-25 inch 
fish make up most of the population. 
(Fishing pier).
Ryan Park Pond (659) – South side 
of Grand Forks. Small community 
fishery stocked annually with trout. 
Some bluegill stocked in 2023. A good 
place to take a kid fishing. (Fishing 
pier, no ramp).

GRIGGS COUNTY
Carlson-Tande Dam (169) – 1 mile 
south, 5 miles west of Aneta. 2022 
netting survey showed small perch, 
lots of bluegill, with a few up to 9 
inches, along with a few nice walleye 
and pike.
Lake Addie (596) – 4 miles east, 1 
mile south, 1 mile west of Binford. 
Managed as a walleye and perch 
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fishery. Walleye population declined 
from previous levels. However, there 
is still a good population with all sizes, 
including some bigger fish. Fair perch 
numbers, with some up to 11 inches. 
(No ramp).
Red Willow Lake (168) – 6 miles 
north, 2 miles west of Binford. Walleye 
common and average over 20 inches. 
Pike abundant, with various sizes and 
some big fish. Bluegill abundant but 
mostly small. Perch in low densities 
and are typically small. Muskies pres-
ent but typically not sampled in the 
survey.
Sibley Lake (435) – 1 mile west, 3 
miles south of Binford. Good pike 
population, with fish averaging near 4 
pounds. Fair number of perch avail-
able, with most less than 7 inches. 
(No ramp).

NELSON COUNTY
Lake Laretta (506) – 2 miles west, 2 
miles north of Michigan. 2022 net-
ting survey produced a low number 
of medium-sized pike. Low catch of 
perch, but some that survived pre-
dation are large. Decent number of 
walleye that average 16 inches. Some 
bigger fish available. (No ramp).
McVille Dam (252) – 1 mile east of 
McVille. Some smaller walleye less 
than 14 inches present. Larger pike 
present at low densities. Perch also 
present at low densities. (Fishing 
pier).
Silver Creek Dam (268) – 4 miles 
west, .5 miles south of McVille. Small 
reservoir with a winter pike fishery. 
Some decent-sized pike present. 
Perch present, but usually less than 
7 inches. Bullheads and suckers abun-
dant and a management problem. (No 
ramp).
Tolna Dam (254) – 1 mile south, 2 
miles east of Tolna. Walleye present 
in low densities. Some pike averag-
ing 20-24 inches. Perch numbers 
fairly low. Bluegill present, averaging 
around 7 inches.

Whitman Dam (253) – 1.5 miles 
north, 3 miles east of Whitman. 
Keeper-sized perch, with most fish 
under 10 inches. Fair fishing for good-
sized pike and some smaller-sized 
walleye. Crappie present, with some 
larger fish. (Fishing pier).

PEMBINA COUNTY
Renwick Dam (265) – 6 miles west, 1 
mile north of Cavalier. Perch numbers 
declined, with most being less than 
8 inches. Some crappies, most less 
than 8 inches. White suckers and bull-
heads abundant and a management 
problem. (Fishing pier).

PIERCE COUNTY
Sand Lake (270) – 4 miles north of 
Pleasant Lake. Netting survey in 2022 
showed a good pike fishery, with lots 
of fish from 21-28 inches. Perch num-
bers good, but most fish less than 8 
inches.

RAMSEY COUNTY
Fenster Lake (621) – 3 miles north, 
4 miles east of Crary. Pike in fair 
numbers, with most fish more than 5 
pounds. Fair number of 8-inch perch, 
with some up to 12 inches. (No ramp).
Ruger Park Pond (467) – Northeast 
side of Devils Lake. No recent infor-
mation. (No ramp).

ROLETTE COUNTY
Belcourt Lake (300) – 2 miles north 
of Belcourt. Yellow perch and north-
ern pike abundant, with some larger 
keeper-sized fish. Black bullheads 
abundant.
Cain Lake (450) – 2 miles south, 9 
miles west, .5 miles north of St. John. 
No recent information. Managed by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. (No 
ramp).
Carpenter Lake (291) – 12 miles 
west of St. John. Good pike popula-
tion, with most fish longer than 25 
inches. Walleye population is good 
and fish average about 17 inches. A 

good perch population, with most fish 
about 6-8 inches.
Dion Lake (293) – 10 miles west, 2 
miles north, 1 mile east of St. John. 
2022 netting survey showed walleye 
densities lower than recent years, 
but OK numbers of 16-inch fish, with 
some over 20 inches. Perch numbers 
decent, with most fish under 9 inches, 
but some up to 12 inches. Illegally 
stocked pike common, with some fish 
longer than 30 inches. Bluegill num-
bers increasing, with most larger fish 
about 7-8 inches. (Fishing pier).
Gordon Lake (299) – 4.5 miles north, 
1 mile west, .25 miles northwest of 
Belcourt. Walleye and yellow perch 
abundant, with some larger fish. 
Northern pike and bluegill in good 
numbers.
Gravel Lake (294) – 6 miles west, .5 
miles north of St. John. Pike, bluegill, 
walleye and perch fishery. In 2022 
netting survey, pike average about 23 
inches, with larger fish as well. Most 
perch under 10 inches, with the aver-
age of 7 inches. Bluegill mostly under 
7 inches, but also some larger fish. A 
low density walleye population, with 
the larger fish about 22 inches. (Fish-
ing pier).
Hooker Lake (295) – 8 miles west of 
St. John. One of a few rainbow trout 
lakes in the district and one of the 
only tiger trout lakes in the state. Trout 
stocked annually and reach maximum 
size in fall. Currently, some older, 
larger trout available due to lack of 
winterkill in recent years. Trout ranged 
from 10-20 inches in the 2023 netting 
survey. Tiger trout (brown/brook trout 
cross) were introduced in 2023 and 
averaged 12 inches. (Fishing pier).
Jarvis Lake (301) – .75 miles south-
west, 6 miles west of St. John. Yellow 
perch abundant, with a few larger fish. 
Walleye ranging from 12-18 inches 
abundant. Bluegill and northern pike 
present. (No ramp).
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Long Lake (618) – 2 miles south, 5.3 
miles east of Rolette. Netting survey 
in 2020 produced a good number of 
pike, with the average fish about 5 
pounds. (No ramp).
Martin Lake (432) – 1.2 miles east, 1 
mile north, .8 miles east of Belcourt. 
Walleye abundant. Perch present. (No 
ramp).
School Section Lake (296) – 9 miles 
north, 2.5 miles east of Dunseith. 
2020 netting survey sampled only 
perch, with most less than 6 inches.
Shutte Lake (298) – .5 miles east of 
Dunseith. Pike and perch fishery. Last 
netted in 2020 and pike were numer-
ous, with most fish between 3-5 
pounds. Perch abundant, with most 
fish less than 8 inches. (No ramp).
Upsilon Lake (297) – 6 miles west, 1 
mile north of St. John. Good number 
of pike of all sizes, with some large 
fish. Fair to low numbers of nice wall-
eye, along with some smaller perch. 
Crappies present. (Fishing pier).
Wheaton Lake (292) – 4.5 miles 
north, 2 miles west of Belcourt. North-
ern pike and yellow perch fishery, with 
some decent keeper-sized fish.

STEELE COUNTY
Finley Dam (Lynch Lake) (335) – 1 
mile south of Finley. Pike stocked 
regularly and provide fishing opportu-
nities. Most pike around 20-26 inches. 
Some perch with a median length of 
8-inches. High bullhead population is 
a management problem. (No ramp).
North Golden Lake (339) – 10 miles 
east, 4 miles north, .5 miles west of 
Finley. Significant winterkill in 2023, 
the first on record. Follow-up netting 
survey still produced high numbers 
of bullheads. A few walleye and white 
suckers were also sampled. Some fish 
may have entered from South Golden 
Lake. No bluegills were sampled. Yel-
low perch were stocked in spring and 
were also sampled.
North Tobiason Lake (336) – 8 miles 

west of Hatton. Low pike density. Yel-
low perch numbers decent, with most 
averaging 7 inches, but some up to 10 
inches. Some small walleyes present. 
Bullheads abundant.
South Golden Lake (337) – 10 miles 
east, 3 miles north, .5 miles west of 
Finley. Primarily a walleye and perch 
fishery, with some pike and bluegill. 
Low walleye density, with most fish 
over 20 inches. Perch numbers are 
good for keeper-sized fish, with a aver-
age length of 9 inches. Some bluegill 
present. Bullheads abundant and a 
management problem. (Fishing pier).

TOWNER COUNTY
Armourdale Dam (349) – 9 miles 
east, 1.5 miles north of Rolla.  2023 
netting survey caught walleyes rang-
ing from 10-17 inches, averaging about 

12 inches, a fair population of bigger 
pike from 14-36 inches and perch that 
averaged 9 inches. (Fishing pier).
Bisbee Dam Big Coulee (350) – 1 
mile east of Bisbee. Netting survey in 
2022 did not sample any walleye hit 
hard by winterkill. However, still good 
pike numbers, with some fish over 10 
pounds. Fair number of perch, with 
most about 6-10 inches. Also, low 
crappie densities. (Fishing pier).

WALSH COUNTY
Bylin Dam (355) – 3 miles east, 3 
miles south of Adams. Netting survey 
in 2022 showed a good population of 
pike, with some up to 36 inches. Low 
walleye catch, but nice-sized fish. 
Perch average about 8 inches, with 
some bigger fish. (Fishing pier).

Bruce Kreft 
with a dandy 
Missouri River 
System walleye.
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Homme Dam (356) – 2 miles west 
of Park River. 2023 netting survey 
produced high perch numbers, with 
fish averaging 8 inches, with the larg-
est fish sampled at 10 inches. Crappie 
abundant, with most 6-9 inches, along 
with some bigger fish up to 11 inches. 
Lower pike density with some nice-
sized fish. Lower densities of walleyes, 
with mostly smaller-sized fish. White 
suckers and bullheads abundant and 
problematic. (Fishing pier).
Matejcek Dam (354) – 6 miles 
south of Lankin. After recent winter-
kills, fish populations are comprised 
of mostly smaller walleye, pike and 
perch.

WELLS COUNTY
Georgeson Lake (625) – 3 miles 
north, 3 miles east, .25 miles north of 
Bremen. 2022 netting survey pro-
duced a low keeper perch catch, with 
most fish being yearlings. (No ramp).
Goose Lake (608) – 3 miles north, 3 
miles east, 1 mile north of Harvey. Sig-
nificant winterkill in 2023. Follow up 
netting survey produced a low catch 
of adult walleye, with slightly more 
yearlings in the catch. Good number 
of yearling perch were netted with 
just a few adults. No pike were netted 
because of a likely low population.
Harvey Dam (368) – Southeast side 
of Harvey. Significant winterkill in 
2023. Follow up netting survey found 
some adult and yearling bullheads, 
fathead minnows and brook stickle-
backs. Adult perch were stocked after 
the winterkill and are present. (Fishing 
pier).
Heaton Slough (218) – 4 miles east, 8 
miles south, 3 miles east of Bowdon. 
This smaller slough was netted and 
sampled in 2021, with pike averaging 
about 22 inches. Likely winterkill in 

2023, but no follow-up sampling 
conducted to verify. (No ramp).

Hurdsfield Tuffy Lake (616) 
– 3.5 miles east of Hurdsfield. 

Solid numbers of eating-sized walleye 
ranging from 15-20 inches, with some 
big fish. Perch numbers low. Carp 
reproducing and are a management 
problem.
Monson Lake (124) – 1 mile south, 1 
mile east, 8 miles south, 1 mile west 
of Bowdon. Fair perch population, 
with some keeper-sized fish. Walleye 
population fair, with most fish over 20 
inches. (No ramp).
Silver Lake (105) – 1 mile west, 7.5 
miles south, 2 miles west, 2 miles 
north of Bowdon. Low density perch 
population, with most fish about 8 
inches and a few over 10 inches. (No 
ramp).
Silver Lake WMA (721) – 3 miles 
south of Chaseley. Perch numbers 
down overall, with the occasional 
keeper of 8-10 inches. Good popula-
tion of 10- to 20-inch walleye, with 
most around 15 inches. Carp present 
and a management problem. (No 
ramp).
Sykeston Dam (369) – Northwest 
side of Sykeston. 2022 netting survey 
sampled mostly perch and bullheads. 
Perch averaged 9 inches, with the 
largest at 12 inches. The few pike 
sampled were under 24 inches. (Fish-
ing pier).

RIVERS AND LAKES
Turtle River (404) – In Grand Forks 
County.  Rainbow trout stocked twice 
in spring and once in fall to provide a 
unique riverine trout fishery. Mostly a 
put and take fishery. (No ramp).

SOUTHEAST FISHERIES DISTRICT
Brandon Kratz, district fisheries supervisor, 
Jamestown

BARNES COUNTY
Blumers Pond (023) – 1 mile south of 
Valley City. Perch and bluegill present. 
(No ramp).

Clausen Springs (051) – 3 miles 
north, 1 mile east, .5 miles north of 
the junction of ND highways 46 and 1.  
Largemouth bass and bluegill abun-
dant. Occasional perch. (Fishing pier).
Clauson Lake (704) – 4 miles west, 
.5 miles south, .5 miles east of Nome. 
Low density perch population. (No 
ramp).
Eckelson Lake North (605) – 3 miles 
north, .5 miles east, 1 mile north, .5 
miles east of Eckelson. Perch abun-
dant. Larger fish present. (No ramp).
Eckelson Lake South (671) – 4 miles 
south, 1.5 miles east of Eckelson. 
Moderate numbers of perch and pike. 
(No ramp).
Fox Lake (586) – 1 mile north, .75 
miles west of Eckelson. Walleye and 
perch abundant. Larger fish present.
Hatchery Kids Pond (064) – 2 miles 
northwest of Valley City. Various fish 
species, including rainbow trout, 
stocked in spring. (No ramp).
Hobart Lake North (636) – 3.5 miles 
northwest of I-94 Exit 288. Perch 
abundant, with some large fish. (No 
ramp).
Hobart Lake South (532) – 1.4 miles 
south, 3.4 miles west of I-94 Exit 288. 
Perch abundant. (No ramp).
Island Lake (672) – 3 miles south, 
.5 miles east of Urbana. Winterkill in 
2022. (No ramp).
Kee Lake (606) – 7 miles south, 2 
miles east of Eckelson. Moderate 
numbers of pike and walleye. Occa-
sional perch. (No ramp).
Koebernick Pond (602) – 1 mile 
north, 4 miles west, 1 mile north of 
Rogers. Moderate number of perch. 
(No ramp).
Lake Ashtabula (046) – 10 miles 
north of Valley City. Walleye, pike and 
smallmouth bass abundant. Good 
number of larger fish. Moderate 
number of perch. Occasional crappie, 
white bass and bluegill. Muskellunge 
present. (Fishing pier).
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Meadow Lake (565) – 6 miles west, 
6 miles north of Litchville. Moderate 
numbers of perch and walleye, with 
some larger fish. (No ramp).
Middle Eckelson (670) – 2 miles east 
of Eckelson. Moderate population of 
pike, perch and walleye. (No ramp).
Moon Lake (049) – 2 miles west, 
5.5 miles south, 4 miles west, 2 miles 
north of Valley City. Walleye and 
perch abundant. Occasional small-
mouth bass, brown and rainbow trout.
Mosher WPA (564) – 2.5 miles north, 
4.5 miles east of Dazey. Walleye abun-
dant. (No ramp).
Olson WPA (633) – 1.5 miles north of 
I-94 Exit 283. Moderate numbers of 
perch and pike. Large black bullhead. 
(No ramp).
Round Lake (069) – 1.5 miles east, 
1 mile south of Sanborn. Moderate 
numbers of pike, perch and walleye. 
(No ramp).
Sanborn Lake (557) – 2 miles east, 1 
mile north, .5 miles east of Sanborn. 
Moderate number of pike. (No ramp).

Sanborn WPA (567) – 1 mile east of 
Sanborn. Moderate number of pike. 
Low density perch population. (No 
ramp).
St. Mary’s Lake (045) – 2 miles 
west, 5.5 miles south, 4 miles west, 1 
mile north of Valley City. Walleye and 
perch abundant. (No ramp).
Sweetwater Lake (052) – 4 miles 
south, 1 mile east of Sanborn. Moder-
ate numbers of crappie, perch and 
walleye. (No ramp).

CASS COUNTY
Brewer Lake (111) – 1 mile south, 1 
mile west of Erie. Largemouth bass 
and bluegill abundant. Some larger 
bass. Occasional walleye and crappie. 
(Fishing pier).
Brooks Harbor (326) – .5 miles 
south, .5 miles west of I-94 Exit 346. 
Rainbow trout and perch present. 
Public area on the south end. (Fishing 
pier, no ramp).
Casselton Pond (219) – Southeast 
corner of Casselton. Winterkill in 

2022. Rainbow trout stocked annually 
in late spring. (No ramp).
Casselton Reservoir (106) – Just 
west of Casselton. Moderate numbers 
of pike and perch. Winterkill in 2022. 
(Fishing pier).
Lindemann Lake (703) – 2 miles 
north, 1 mile east, .5 miles north of 
Enderlin. Walleye and perch abun-
dant. (No ramp).
North Woodhaven Pond (656) – 2.25 
miles south, .25 miles east of I-94 Exit 
348. Rainbow trout stocked annually 
in late spring. (Fishing pier, no ramp).
South Woodhaven Pond (673) – 2.8 
miles south, .25 miles east of I-94 Exit 
348. Perch present. (Fishing pier, no 
ramp).

DICKEY COUNTY
Heinrich Lake (611) – 17.5 miles east, 
1 mile south of Ashley. Low density 
perch population. (No ramp).
Hofer Lake (145) – 7 miles east, 1.75 
miles north of Ellendale. No recent 
information. (No ramp).

SOUTHEAST FISHERIES DISTRICT
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Moores Lake (119) – 18.5 miles west, 
1 mile north of Ellendale. Moder-
ate numbers of pike and perch. (No 
ramp).
Pheasant Lake (120) – 6 miles west 
of Ellendale. Winterkill in 2022. (Fish-
ing pier).
Shimmin Lake (531) – 20.5 miles 
west, 1 mile south of Ellendale. Win-
terkill in 2022. (No ramp).
TAD Lake (760) – 8 miles west of 
Oakes. Winterkill in 2022. (No ramp).
Whitestone Lake (122) – .5 miles 
south, 1.5 miles west, 1 mile south of 
Merricourt. Winterkill in 2022. (No 
ramp).
Wilson Dam (121) – 7.5 miles west of 
Monango. Winterkill in 2022. (Fishing 
pier).

LAMOURE COUNTY
Alfred Lake (574) – 7 miles east, 1.5 
miles south of Gackle. Low density 
pike and perch populations. Partial 
winterkill in 2022. (No ramp).
Bernstons Lake (022) – .5 miles 
north, .5 miles west of Kulm. Abun-
dant pike. Occasional perch. (No 
ramp).
Boom Lake (Marion Lake) (561) – .5 
miles west of Marion. Moderate num-
bers of pike, small perch and walleye.
Cottonwood Lake (192) – 5 miles 
west, 5 miles south, 1 mile west of 
LaMoure. Winterkill in 2022.

Diamond Lake (553) – 5.5 miles 
north of Kulm. Walleye abundant. 
Moderate number of pike and perch.
East Kalmbach Lake (157) – .5 miles 
south, 4.5 miles west, .5 miles south 
of Jud. Winterkill suspected in 2022. 
(No ramp).
Flood Lake North (447) – 4 miles 
north of Kulm. Good number of pike. 
Low density perch and walleye popu-
lation. (No ramp).
Flood Lake South (511) – 3.5 miles 
north of Kulm. Fair numbers of pike 
and perch.
Heinrich-Martin Dam (189) – .75 
miles east, .5 miles south of Adrian. 
Largemouth bass and bluegill abun-
dant. Moderate numbers of crappie, 
perch and pike.
Kulm-Edgeley Dam (191) – 4 miles 
west, 2 miles south of Edgeley. Mod-
erate numbers of pike, bluegill and 
perch. Low number of walleye.
Lake LaMoure (196) – 1 mile south, 1 
mile east, 2.5 miles south, 1 mile west, 
.5 miles south of LaMoure. Pike and 
crappie abundant. Moderate numbers 
of walleye and perch. Occasional 
bluegill. (Fishing pier).
Limesand-Seefeldt Dam (193) – 8 
miles south, 3 miles west of Marion. 
Pike abundant. Moderate numbers of 
bluegill, perch and crappie. Water low 
due to leaking dam.

Schlecht-Thom Dam (195) – 5 miles 
west, .5 miles north of Edgeley. Mod-
erate numbers of pike and perch.
Schlenker Dam (Lehr Dam) (422) 
– 11 miles west, .5 miles south of the 
junction of U.S. Highway 281 and ND 
Highway 46. Moderate number of 
pike. Occasional perch.
Twin Lakes (552) – 4 miles north of 
LaMoure. Walleye, pike and perch 
abundant. Some larger fish.

LOGAN COUNTY
Arnies Lake (623) – 1.5 miles south 
of Gackle, 2 miles east, 1 mile south. 
Moderate numbers of pike, perch and 
walleye. (No ramp).
Erickson Lake (722) – 8.5 miles 
north, 3 miles west, 1 mile north, 1.5 
miles west, .5 miles south of Kulm. 
Winterkill in 2022. (No ramp).
Lake Fredonia (072) – .5 miles east, 
1.5 miles south of Fredonia. Moderate 
number of small- to medium-sized 
perch. (No ramp).
Oriole Lake (267) – 8.25 miles south 
of Gackle. Pike abundant. (No ramp).

MCINTOSH COUNTY
Berlin Lake (779) – 9.5 miles east, 
7 miles north, 2 miles east, 2 miles 
north of Ashley. Perch in low num-
bers. (No ramp).
Blumhardt Dam (208) – 9.5 miles east, 
7 miles north, 1.5 miles east of Ashley. 
Brown and rainbow trout.

The walleye fishing on 
many of North Dakota’s 
prairie lakes has been out-
standing of late.
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Coldwater Lake (209) – 15.5 miles 
east, 1 mile south, 1 mile west of Ashley. 
Moderate numbers of walleye and pike, 
with some larger fish. (Fishing pier).
Serpent Lake (781) – 13.5 miles east, 
2 miles north, 1 mile east of Ashley. 
Moderate numbers of pike and perch. 
(No ramp).

RANSOM COUNTY
Dead Colt Creek (284) – 5 miles 
south, 1 mile east, .5 miles north, .5 
miles east of Lisbon. Largemouth 
bass, bluegill and crappie abundant. 
Some larger bass. (Fishing pier).
Lone Tree Lake (Englevale) (283) – 
.5 miles north, 2 miles west of Englev-
ale. Winterkill in 2022. (No ramp).
Mooringstone Pond (281) – .75 
miles west of the city of Fort Ransom. 
Rainbow trout stocked annually in late 
spring. (No ramp).

RICHLAND COUNTY
Bisek Slough (682) – 2 miles north, .5 
miles west of Lidgerwood. Winterkill 
in 2022.
Elm Lake (693) – .5 miles east, 3.5 
miles south of Lidgerwood. Walleye 
abundant. Low number of pike. (No 
ramp).
Four Corners Lake (727) – 3.5 miles 
east, 2 miles south, .5 miles west of 
Lidgerwood. High density walleye 
population, with some larger fish. Fair 
number of perch and bluegill. (No 
ramp).
Grass Lake (272) – 2 miles west, 1 
mile north, 1 mile west, 1 mile north, 
1.5 miles west of Lidgerwood. Pike 
and perch abundant.
Gullys Slough (572) – 4 miles east, 1 
mile south of Lidgerwood. Moderate 
numbers of pike, perch and walleye. 
Occasional bluegill. (No ramp).
Hankinson Legion Memorial Pond 
(062) – 1.5 miles south, .5 miles west 
of Hankinson. Trout stocked annually 
in late spring. Crappie present. (No 
ramp).

Haus Lake (745) – 2 miles east, 7 
miles south, .25 miles east of Lidger-
wood. Walleye abundant. Occasional 
perch. (No ramp).
Horseshoe Lake (287) – 4 miles 
west, 1 mile south of Hankinson. Mod-
erate numbers of pike, perch, bluegill 
and walleye. Some larger walleye.
Lake Elsie (289) – 1 mile south, 1.5 
miles west of Hankinson. Walleye and 
crappie abundant. Moderate numbers 
of smallmouth bass, bluegill and perch. 
Occasional catfish. 14-inch minimum 
walleye length limit. (Fishing pier).
Lueck Lake (622) – 6 miles east, 2.5 
miles south of Lidgerwood. Walleye 
and perch abundant. Larger fish pres-
ent. (No ramp).
Mooreton Pond (288) – 2 miles east 
of Mooreton. Rainbow trout stocked 
annually in late spring. Low number of 
walleye. Occasional perch, bass, crap-
pie and channel catfish. (Fishing pier).
Moran Lake (563) – 6 miles west, 2 
miles south of Hankinson. Pike and 
bluegill present. (No ramp).
Reiland Lake (729) – 3 miles north, 
.5 miles east of Lidgerwood. Moder-
ate number of walleye and perch. (No 
ramp).
Shriner Lake (754) – 4.5 miles south, 
.25 miles east of Lidgerwood. Mod-
erate numbers of pike, perch and 
walleye. (No ramp).
Vislisel Lake (728) – 1 mile north, 2 
miles east, 1 mile north, 1 mile west of 
Lidgerwood. Walleye and perch pres-
ent. (No ramp).
Wahl Lake (523) – 1 mile east, 2 miles 
south of Lidgerwood. Walleye abun-
dant. Occasional pike. (No ramp).
West Moran Lake (669) – 2 miles 
east, .5 miles south of Lidgerwood. 
Walleye abundant. (No ramp).

SARGENT COUNTY
Alkali Lake (302) – 3 miles south of 
Cayuga. Fair number of medium-sized 
walleye, with some large fish. (Fishing 
pier, no ramp).

Bergh Slough (647) – 1 mile south, 
2.5 miles east of Forman. Winterkill in 
2022. (No ramp).
Boot Lake (282) – 3.5 miles south of 
Forman. Decent numbers of pike and 
perch. (No ramp).
Buffalo Lake (307) – 6 miles north, 1 
mile east of Rutland. Moderate winter-
kill in 2022. Remnant pike population.
Consolidated Lake (651) – 2 miles 
south, 3 miles east of Forman. Mod-
erate numbers of pike, walleye and 
largemouth bass. Crappie present. 
(No ramp).
Deuce Lake (257) – 1.5 miles south, 1 
mile east, .25 miles south of Forman. 
Winterkill in 2022. (No ramp).
Fiala Lake (571) – 1 mile west, 2 miles 
south of Forman. Moderate numbers 
of pike and perch. Partial winterkill in 
2022. (No ramp).
Kraft Slough (643) – 1 mile south, 9 
miles east, 2.5 miles north of Oakes. 
Walleye and perch abundant. Occa-
sional pike.
Lake Tewaukon (305) – 5 miles 
south of Cayuga. Contact Tewaukon 
National Wildlife Refuge for recent 
information. (Fishing pier).
Lake Walstead (667) – 4 miles south, 
1 mile east, 1 mile north of Forman. 
Good population of walleye, perch 
and pike. (No ramp).
Nelson Lake (313) – 4.5 miles south, 
.5 miles east of Forman. Pike abun-
dant. Moderate numbers of perch and 
walleye. (No ramp).
Ole Breum Lake (744) – 5 miles 
north, 1 mile east of Rutland. Moder-
ate number of walleye. Low numbers 
of perch and pike, with the occasional 
crappie. (No ramp).
Silver Lake (303) – 3 miles west, 
2 miles south of Rutland. Moderate 
number of pike. (Fishing pier).
Sprague Lake (309) – 6 miles west, 4 
miles south, 1.5 miles west of Cayuga. 
Fair number of walleye.
Tosse Slough (679) – 7.5 miles south, 
1 mile east, 2 miles south, 1 mile east 
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of Geneseo. Winterkill in 2022. Rem-
nant pike population.

STUTSMAN COUNTY
Alkali Lake (539) – 11 miles north, 5 
miles east, .5 miles south of James-
town. Good numbers of pike, perch 
and walleye. Some larger walleye and 
pike. Ramp closed first Monday in 
October until freeze-up each year.
Bader Lake (427) – 4 miles south, 1 
mile east of I-94 Exit 230. Moderate 
numbers of walleye, pike and perch.
Barnes Lake (346) – 1 mile east, 6 
miles north of Woodworth. Walleye 
abundant. Moderate number of pike.
Big Mallard Marsh (599) – 9 miles 
north, 2.5 miles east of Woodworth. 
Walleye abundant. Moderate number 
of pike and perch.
Brooks Complex (797) – 4 miles 
south, 2 miles east, 2 miles south, .5 
miles west of Cleveland. Perch abun-
dant. (No ramp).
Clark Lake (340) – 1 mile west, 3 miles 
north, 4 miles west of Woodworth. 
Moderate numbers of walleye and pike. 
Occasional perch.
Cleveland Pond (473) – 2.5 miles west 
of Cleveland. No recent information. 
(No ramp).
Cleveland Slough (665) – .5 miles 
south of Cleveland along County Road 
67. Perch and walleye abundant. Occa-
sional large pike. (No ramp).
Crystal Springs (179) – 1 mile east 
of Crystal Springs. Walleye and pike 
abundant.
Cysewski Lake (148) – 11 miles north, 
4 miles east, 2 miles north, .5 miles 
east, 1 mile north of Jamestown. Perch 
and pike present. (No ramp).
East Easter Lake (782) – 5 miles 
north, 4 miles east, 1 mile south of 
Streeter. Perch abundant. (No ramp).
Foot Lake (321) – 2 miles south, 4 
miles west of Medina. Walleye and 
perch abundant. (No ramp).
Fox Lake (612) – 1.5 miles west of 
Courtenay. Winterkill in 2022. (No 
ramp).

Gaier Lake (784) – 8.5 miles north, 
1 mile west of Cleveland. Winterkill 
suspected in 2022. (No ramp).
Ghost Lake (785) – 8 miles east, 3 
miles south, 1 mile west of Wood-
worth. Winterkill suspected in 2022. 
(No ramp).
Half Way Lake (312) – 3.5 miles south 
of Medina. Abundant perch and the 
occasional crappie. (No ramp).
Hehn-Schaffer Lake (459) – 4 miles 
north of Gackle. Moderate numbers of 
perch and walleye. Low density pike 
population. (Fishing pier).
Hieb Lake (786) – 3.5 miles east, 6 
miles north, 1 mile east of Medina. 
Moderate number of perch. Larger 
fish present. (No ramp).
Hoggarth Dam (576) – 3 miles west, 
3 miles south of Courtenay. Walleye 
and perch abundant. (No ramp).
Jamestown Reservoir (341) – 2 
miles north of Jamestown. Moderate 
numbers of pike and walleye. Crap-
pie abundant. Occasional perch and 
smallmouth bass. 14-inch minimum 
walleye length limit. (Fishing pier).
Jay Nelson Lake (431) – 3.5 miles 
south of Medina. Walleye abundant. 
Moderate number of perch. (No 
ramp).
Lake Rau (319) – 4 miles south, 2 

miles east, 2.5 miles south of Medina. 
Moderate number of pike, with the 
occasional perch. (No ramp).
Little Britches Pond (492) – Next to 
Jamestown Reservoir marina. Late 
spring rainbow trout, crappie and 
perch. Occasional walleye and pike. 
(No ramp).
Manley Lake (631) – 4 miles south, 9 
miles west, .25 miles north of Pin-
gree. Moderate number of perch. (No 
ramp).
Mud and Pearl Lakes (730) – North 
access 11 miles north, 2.5 miles west 
of Medina. South access 8 miles 
north, 2 miles west, 1.25 miles north of 
Medina. Perch and walleye abundant. 
(No ramp).
Paris Lake (789) – 8 miles east, 3.5 
miles south of Woodworth. Winterkill 
in 2022. (No ramp).
Pipestem Reservoir (348) – 5 miles 
northwest, .8 miles west, 1 mile south 
of Jamestown. Abundant pike, perch 
and walleye.
Pleasant Lake (788) – 4 miles south, 
2 miles east, 2 miles south, 1 mile east 
of Cleveland. Winterkill in 2022. (No 
ramp).
R and M Lake (579) – 4 miles east, 
5 miles north of Buchanan. Walleye 
abundant. Moderate number of perch. 

Jigging for 
walleye.
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Larger fish present. (No ramp).
Reule Lake (607) – 5 miles west of 
Medina. Walleye abundant. Moderate 
number of perch. (No ramp).
Schock Lake (592) – 11 miles north, 
3.5 miles east, 1 mile north, .5 miles 
west of Jamestown.  Perch and wall-
eye present. (No ramp).
School Lake (790) – 5 miles north, 5 
miles east, 3 miles north of Streeter. 
Low density perch population. (No 
ramp).
South Stink Lake (438) – 1 mile 
south, 8.5 miles west, 1 mile south, 1 
mile east of Medina. Moderate num-
ber of perch. (No ramp).
Spiritwood Lake (343) – 11 miles 
north, 4 miles east of Jamestown. 
Smallmouth bass abundant. Moderate 
numbers of walleye and perch. (Fish-
ing pier).
Stink Lake (766) – 2.5 miles east of 
Crystal Springs. Walleye and perch 
abundant. Occasional large pike. (No 
ramp).
Stirton Lake (792) – 3 miles south of 
Cleveland. Walleye abundant. Moder-
ate perch population. (No ramp).
Streeter Lake (460) – South side of 
Streeter. Total winterkill in 2022.
Sunday Lake (649) – 1 mile west, 3 
miles north of Woodworth. Total win-
terkill in 2022. (No ramp).
Trautman Slough (793) – 4 miles 
south, 2 miles west, 1 mile south of 
Cleveland. Abundant walleye and 
perch. (No ramp).
Wanzek Slough (414) – .5 miles west, 
1 mile south, .75 miles west of Wind-
sor. Winterkill in 2022. (No ramp).
West Easter Lake (795) – 5 miles 
north, 3 miles east of Streeter. Winter-
kill suspected in 2022. (No ramp).
Youme Lake (437) – 2 miles east, 
6.5 miles north of Medina. Moderate 
number of perch. (No ramp).
Zimmerman Lake (796) – 2 miles 
north of Cleveland. Winterkill in 2022. 
(No ramp). 

RIVERS AND LAKES
Bois de Sioux River (412) – Southeast 
corner of state in Richland County. 
Good catfish and walleye populations. 
(No ramp).
James River (400) – Southeastern 
part of state. Shore-fishing opportuni-
ties where lowhead dams and bridge 
crossings congregate pike, walleye 
and the occasional channel catfish.
Red River (411) – Eastern edge of 
state. Catfish abundant, larger fish 
common. Moderate number of walleye, 
with some larger fish. (Fishing pier).
Sheyenne River (397) – Southeast-
ern part of state. Smallmouth bass 
abundant. Moderate numbers of 
walleye and catfish. Good number of 
muskies in upper reaches. (Fishing 
pier).
Wild Rice River (409) – Southeastern 
part of state. Moderate numbers of 
catfish, walleye and pike. (No ramp).

MISSOURI RIVER SYSTEM
Russ Kinzler, Missouri River System supervi-
sor, Riverdale

WALLEYE
Lake Sakakawea – Walleye fishing 
was exceptional in 2023 and should 
remain so in 2024. High forage abun-
dance and good habitat conditions 
have allowed Sakakawea walleye to 
maintain good body condition, good 
growth rates and high abundance. 
Walleye abundance did drop slightly 
in 2023 but remains above the 
long-term average. Anglers should 
find good numbers of 10- to 14-inch 
fish from two strong, young year-
classes entering the fishery. There 
should also be good numbers of 15- to 
20-inch fish, along with some larger 
fish found mainly in the middle to 

lower portions of the reservoir. 
Missouri River/Lake Oahe – Wall-
eye reproductive success has been 
good to excellent in recent years, but 
forage for these fish has been in short 
supply. Small walleye abundant but 
tend to be in poor condition and slow 
growing. However, this fishery con-
tinues to provide the opportunity for 
trophy-sized fish.

NORTHERN PIKE
Lake Sakakawea/Lake Oahe – 
Northern pike abundance in Saka-
kawea has declined from the record 
high in 2012, but trophy-sized pike 
exceeding 15 pounds are still present. 
Pike abundance in Oahe has declined 
from recent years, but average size is 
excellent, with fish occasionally over 
20 pounds.

SALMON
Missouri River System – Salmon 
fishing was good in 2023, with good 
numbers of fish caught, but the aver-
age size has continued to decline.

SMALLMOUTH BASS
Lake Sakakawea – The smallmouth 
bass population remains good, with 
some whopper-sized fish in the system.

TROUT
Garrison Dam Tailrace – Continues 
to produce trophy brown and rainbow 
trout. The Tailrace continues to main-
tain a diverse, quality fishery, not only 
for trout, but for walleye and salmon.

CATFISH
Upper Lake Sakakawea, Missouri 
River and Yellowstone River – 
Strong catfish population, with some 
fish exceeding 10 pounds.
Lake Sakakawea – Good population 
of catfish throughout the reservoir, 
but the best numbers and fishing suc-
cess are in the upper end.
Garrison Dam Tailrace – Provides 
some good fishing for smaller catfish, 
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especially in summer. Cats from this 
area are great table fare due to the rela-
tively cold water throughout summer.
Missouri River, south of Garrison 
Dam – Channel catfish are abundant 
and underutilized throughout the 
entire reach.

DEVILS LAKE BASIN
Bryan Sea, district fisheries supervisor, 
and Todd Caspers, fisheries biologist, both 
Devils Lake

WALLEYE
Devils Lake – Walleye population 
continues to do well. Reproduction in 
recent years has generally been good 
and there are many fish less than 18 
inches. The number of 15- to 20-inch 
walleye is well above average again, 
so there are many quality fish avail-
able. The number of walleye longer 
than 20 inches is a little above the 
long-term average as well.  
Stump Lake – Walleye population is 
doing very well. There are a variety of 
sizes available, with good numbers 
of fish. The number of fish in the size 
groups that anglers are most inter-
ested in are all well above average. 
The number of walleye 20 inches and 
longer are currently at a record high.
Irvine-Alice-Mikes Complex – Boat 
access conditions very poor as the 
makeshift boat launch site a few miles 
north of Churchs Ferry is unusable 
and will remain so unless water levels 
rise significantly. Walleye popula-
tion continues to do well. There are 
a variety of sizes available and good 
numbers of fish from 15-22 inches. 

NORTHERN PIKE
Devils Lake – Northern pike will con-
tinue to provide angler opportunities in 
2024. Pike can be found throughout the 
lake, particularly in the shallower areas. 
The number of pike is down somewhat 

compared to several years ago. Most 
fish are between 24-34 inches, but 
trophy-sized pike are available.  
Stump Lake – Northern pike num-
bers are below average, but they are 
still available. Most pike are between 
28-34 inches, but there are some 
larger fish. 
Irvine-Alice-Mikes Complex – 
Northern pike still abundant. Most 
pike are medium-sized. Pike in Lake 
Irvine are underutilized, so anglers 
should not be shy about keeping their 
limit. In fact, the pike seem to be too 
abundant as their body condition is 
relatively low at times, so keeping 
pike from this lake would be beneficial 
for the pike population as it may help 
reduce competition for food.

YELLOW PERCH
Devils Lake – The number of catch-
able-sized yellow perch is about nor-
mal. Overall, there should be perch for 
anglers to pursue in 2024, and anglers 
may notice a few more of the 12-inch 
and larger “jumbo” perch than usual.
Stump Lake – Yellow perch relatively 
abundant. However, many of the fish 
will likely be about 7 inches or so, with 
some bigger fish available. Overall, 
there should be perch fishing oppor-
tunities in 2024, but fishing may be 

slower for large perch. 
Irvine-Alice-Mikes Complex – Yel-
low perch numbers low, but the few 
perch in the lake tend to be larger.

WHITE BASS
Devils Lake – White bass numbers 
have fallen from their recent high, but 
their numbers are still above average. 
The larger ones were hatched in 2015 
and will probably be between 15-17 
inches in 2024. There will also be 
many younger fish about 13-15 inches.
Stump Lake – White bass are fairly 
common. Most bass will likely be 
about 13 inches in 2024, but there 
should be some larger fish available.
Irvine-Alice-Mikes Complex – White 
bass numbers low, but they tend to 
be good-sized. Fish populations in 
Lake Alice are similar to those in Lake 
Irvine. 

A nice 
white 
bass. 
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BLACK CRAPPIE
Lake Ashtabula, Barnes County (adult) .....................5
Crown Butte Dam, Morton County (adult) ............ 81
Ruger Park Pond, Ramsey County (adult) ............... 4
Shriner Lake, Richland County (adult) ..................... 12
Deuce Lake, Sargent County (adult) ......................... 12
Nelson Lake, Sargent County (adult) ..........................8
Ole Breum Lake, Sargent County (adult) ................. 7
Little Britches Pond, Stutsman County (adult) ... 15
State Fair Pond, Ward County (adult) .................... 136

BLUEGILL
Lake Ashtabula, Barnes County (adult) .................. 45
Kalina Dam, Bowman County (adult) .................... 168
Spring Lake, Bowman County (adult) .................... 210
OWLS Pond, Burleigh County (adult) .....................157
Pheasant Lake, Dickey County (adult) .................. 901
Wilson Dam, Dickey County (adult) ..........................711
Odland Dam, Golden Valley County (adult) ..... 1,768
Ryan Park Pond, Grand Forks County (adult) .....37
Blickensderfer Dam, Hettinger County (adult) ...374
Frettim Lake, Kidder County (adult) ....................2,168
Schlenker Dam (Lehr Dam), LaMoure 
County (adult) ........................................................................474
Watford City Park Pond, McKenzie 
County (adult) ........................................................................ 182
Brush Lake, McLean County (adult) ....................... 419
Triangle Y Pond, McLean County (adult) .............. 311
Crown Butte Dam, Morton County (adult) ........ 423
Clearwater Lake, Mountrail County (adult) ....... 255
Stanley Pond, Mountrail County (adult) ..................47
Ruger Park Pond, Ramsey County (adult) ................ 1
Lake Elsie, Richland County (adult) ....................... 939
Four Corners Lake, Richland County (adult) ....728
Grass Lake, Richland County (adult) ...................... 819
Moran Lake, Richland County (adult) ....................637
Shriner Lake, Richland County (adult) ................. 546
Deuce Lake, Sargent County (adult) ..................... 546
Nelson Lake, Sargent County (adult) ..................... 410
Ole Breum Lake, Sargent County (adult) ........... 956
Belfield Pond, Stark County (adult) ........................ 968
Dassinger Pond, Stark County (adult) .................... 121
Dickinson Dike, Stark County (adult) .................... 968
Dickinson Reservoir, Stark County (adult) ......... 404
State Fair Pond, Ward County (adult) .................. 1,197
Kettle Lake, Williams County (adult) ...................... 210
McLeod (Ray) Reservoir, Williams 
County (adult) ......................................................................... 116
West Spring Lake Pond, Williams 
County (adult)........................................................................  132

BROWN TROUT
North Lemmon, Adams County ................................ 350
Moon Lake, Barnes County ..........................................700
Camels Hump Lake, Golden Valley County ...... 350
Sheep Creek Dam, Grant County ............................ 350
Blumhardt Dam, McIntosh County ..........................700
Missouri River ................................................................... 17,641
Velva Sportsmen’s Pond, Ward County ................700
Kota-Ray Dam, Williams County ...............................700

CHANNEL CATFISH
Watford City Park Pond, McKenzie 
County (adult) ......................................................................... 114
Max City Pond, McLean County (adult) .................30
ND 4-H Pond, McLean County (adult) ................. 109
Sweet Briar Lake, Morton County (adult) .........4,180

FISH STOCKING
REPORT

20232023

Brandon Kratz releases 
lake sturgeon into the 
Pembina River.
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Stanley Pond, Mountrail County (adult) ............... 100
Belfield Pond, Stark County (adult) ......................... 100
Dickinson Dike, Stark County (adult) .................... 258
West Spring Lake Pond, Williams 
County (adult) ........................................................................ 100

CRAPPIE
Triangle Y Pond, McLean County (adult) ................ 21
Lake Elsie, Richland County (adult) ....................... 396
State Fair Pond, Ward County (adult) ....................... 71

CUTTHROAT TROUT
OWLS Pond, Burleigh County (adult) ................... 234
Brooks Harbor, Cass County (adult) ....................... 148
North Woodhaven Pond, Cass County (adult) ... 148
Gaebe Pond, Morton County (adult) ...................... 108
Krieg’s Pond, Morton County (adult) ...................... 108
Porsborg Dam, Morton County (adult) ................. 108
Mooreton Pond, Richland County (adult) ........... 395
Dickinson Dike, Stark County (adult) .................... 234
Little Britches Pond, Stutsman County (adult) .....50

CHINOOK SALMON
Lake Sakakawea (smolt) ......................................376,620

LAKE STURGEON
Pembina River ................................................................... 1,000

LARGEMOUTH BASS
Ole Breum Lake, Sargent County (adult) ..............30

PURE MUSKELLUNGE
Lake Ashtabula, Barnes County (adult) .................. 22
Lake Ashtabula, Barnes County ............................... 552

TIGER MUSKELLUNGE
Lake Ashtabula, Barnes County (adult) ..................... 2
Lake Audubon, McLean County ............................2,726

NORTHERN PIKE
Lake Ashtabula, Barnes County (adult) .................. 22
Hatchery Kids Pond, Barnes County (adult) ....... 25
Round Lake, Barnes County .................................24,360
Sanborn WPA, Barnes County ............................ 27,600
Cottonwood Park Pond, Burleigh 
County (adult) ......................................................................1,109
Casselton Reservoir, Cass County (adult) ............60
Pheasant Lake, Dickey County (adult) .................. 313
Wilson Dam, Dickey County (adult) ........................ 150
New Rockford Reservoir, Eddy County (adult) .... 86
Baumgartner Lake, Emmons County ..............39,600
Goose Lake, Emmons County .............................48,020
Juanita Lake, Foster County .................................. 37,500
Larson Lake, Hettinger County .............................. 7,000
Lake No. 5, Kidder County ........................................ 4,900
Schlenker Dam (Lehr Dam), LaMoure 
County (adult) .......................................................................... 40
Lake Gertie, McLean County ................................ 14,000
Max City Pond, McLean County (adult) ............... 100
ND 4-H Pond, McLean County (adult) ................. 103
Ruger Park Pond, Ramsey County (adult) .............75
Lake Elsie, Richland County (adult) .............................6
Little Britches Pond, Stutsman County (adult) .. 20
Harvey Dam, Wells County .................................... 29,760
East Spring Lake Pond, Williams 
County (adult) ....................................................................... 244

RAINBOW TROUT
North Lemmon, Adams County ............................ 2,800
Hatchery Kids Pond, Barnes County ..................... 350
Moon Lake, Barnes County ..................................... 2,800
Strawberry Lake, Bottineau County ........................700
Lutz Dam, Bowman County ........................................ 200
Northgate Dam, Burke County ................................6,125
McDowell Dam, Burleigh County ...........................1,018
OWLS Pond, Burleigh County .................................... 815
Wilton City Pond, Burleigh County ......................... 200
Brooks Harbor, Cass County .......................................700
Casselton Pond, Cass County .................................... 200
North Woodhaven Pond, Cass County .................700
Langdon City Pond, Cavalier County .................... 350
Beach City Pond, Golden Valley County ............. 350
Camels Hump Lake, Golden Valley County .... 2,800
Ryan Park Pond, Grand Forks County ................... 514
Sheep Creek Dam, Grant County ........................ 2,800
Castle Rock Dam, Hettinger County .......................700
Mott Watershed Dam, Hettinger County .............700
Poynter’s Pond, McHenry County ............................ 351
Watford City Park Pond, McKenzie County ...... 350
Camp Loop Pond, McLean County .........................700
Custer Mine, McLean County .....................................700
Lightning Lake, McLean County ...............................897
Painted Woods Pond, McLean County ................ 350
Riverdale City Pond, McLean County ................... 350
Harmony Lake, Mercer County ................................. 350
Hazen Creek, Mercer County ..................................... 200
Crown Butte Dam, Morton County ...................... 1,400
Fish Creek Dam, Morton County ..........................4,238
Gaebe Pond, Morton County ...................................... 350
Krieg’s Pond, Morton County ......................................700
Little Heart Pond, Morton County ............................ 710
Porsborg Dam, Morton County ................................. 864
Stanley Pond, Mountrail County ................................700
Missouri River ..................................................................10,598
Turtle River.............................................................................1,597
Oliver County Sportsmen’s Pond, Oliver 
County ........................................................................................700
Mooringstone Pond, Ransom County .................... 150
Glenburn Pond, Renville County .............................. 350
Hankinson Legion Memorial Pond, Richland 
County ........................................................................................ 150
Mooreton Pond, Richland County .........................2,100
Hooker Lake, Rolette County ................................... 1,400
Davis Dam, Slope County ..............................................700
Belfield Pond, Stark County ..................................... 2,434
Dickinson Dike, Stark County ................................ 2,600
Slater Pond, Stark County ............................................. 355
Little Britches Pond, Stutsman County ................. 150
State Fair Pond, Ward County .................................... 350
Velva Sportsmen’s Pond, Ward County ................700
Kettle Lake, Williams County .......................................700
Kota-Ray Dam, Williams County ............................2,100

McGregor Dam, Williams County ......................... 1,400
West Spring Lake Pond, Williams County ...........700

SMALLMOUTH BASS
Lake Ashtabula, Barnes County (adult) ..................... 7
Mott Watershed Dam, Hettinger 
County (adult) ........................................................................ 149
Mundt Lake, Logan County (adult) ......................... 164

TIGER TROUT
Fish Creek Dam, Morton County ......................... 2,500
Hooker Lake, Rolette County .................................. 2,500

WALLEYE
Mirror Lake, Adams County ....................................11,000
North Lemmon, Adams County ..............................7,700
Lake Ashtabula, Barnes County (adult).................... 11
Lake Ashtabula, Barnes County .......................467,489
Fox Lake, Barnes County ........................................49,600
Island Lake, Barnes County ...................................25,000
Island Lake, Barnes County (fry) .....................200,000
Kee Lake, Barnes County ........................................30,000
Middle Eckelson, Barnes County .......................50,400
Moon Lake, Barnes County ..................................... 3,098
Mosher WPA, Barnes County ...............................20,000
St. Mary’s Lake, Barnes County ...........................10,000
Sweetwater Lake, Barnes County ....................... 4,000
Wood Lake, Benson County .................................. 10,800
Long Lake, Bottineau County .............................. 22,800
Lake Metigoshe, Bottineau County ................. 92,800
Bowman-Haley Dam, Bowman County .......173,200
Spring Lake, Bowman County .................................7,700
Northgate Dam, Burke County ............................23,400
Short Creek Dam, Burke County ........................ 15,300
Smishek Lake, Burke County ............................... 34,200
Lindemann Lake, Cass County (fry) .............200,000
Mount Carmel Dam, Cavalier County .............25,500
Pheasant Lake, Dickey County (adult) ..................... 31
TAD Lake, Dickey County .......................................40,000
TAD Lake, Dickey County (fry) .........................200,000
Lake Coe, Eddy County ............................................50,400
North Lake Washington, Eddy County ...........49,500
Warsing Dam, Eddy County .................................... 9,900
Rice Lake, Emmons County ..................................78,400
Dry Lake, Foster County ..........................................49,600
Odland Dam, Golden Valley County ..................12,100
Fordville Dam, Grand Forks County ................25,500
Kolding Dam, Grand Forks County .................... 2,000
Heart Butte Reservoir, Grant County ...........224,550
Raleigh Reservoir, Grant County ..........................12,100
Lake Addie, Griggs County ....................................30,400
Red Willow Lake, Griggs County .......................25,000
Alkaline Lake, Kidder County .............................219,500
Frettim Lake, Kidder County ...................................11,000
Horsehead Lake, Kidder County ..................... 106,850

10 MILLION
REASONS TO FISH
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Horsehead Lake, Kidder County (fry) ......2,300,000
Lake Isabel, Kidder County .................................... 10,500
Jasper Lake, Kidder County ................................... 31,200
Lake Josephine, Kidder County ..........................39,900
Leno Lake, Kidder County (fry) .........................100,000
McPhail WMA, Kidder County (fry) ...............400,000
Remmick Lake, Kidder County ........................... 53,900
Round Lake, Kidder County .................................. 19,800
Sibley Lake, Kidder County ...................................95,000
Woodhouse Lake, Kidder County ...................... 29,700
Boom Lake (Marion Lake), LaMoure 
County ................................................................................. 19,200
Diamond Lake, LaMoure County ...................... 83,400
Kulm-Edgeley Dam, LaMoure County .............. 4,400
Lake LaMoure, LaMoure County .......................39,906
Twin Lakes, LaMoure County .............................195,843
Marvin Miller Lake, Logan County ....................25,300
Mundt Lake, Logan County .................................. 40,800
Railroad Lake, Logan County ...............................20,000
Thurn Lake, Logan County ..................................... 10,800
West Lake Napoleon, Logan County ............ 102,900
West Lake Napoleon, Logan 
County (fry) ................................................................1,000,000
Zenker Lake, Logan County ...................................10,000
Buffalo Lodge Lake, McHenry County ........ 100,800
Cottonwood Lake, McHenry County ...............25,200
Coldwater Lake, McIntosh County ..................... 5,985
Dollinger-Schnabel Lake, McIntosh County ...24,000
Dry Lake, McIntosh County .................................199,200
Green Lake, McIntosh County .............................39,200
Harr Lake, McIntosh County .................................20,000
Kislingbury Lake, McIntosh County .................49,800
Lehr WMA, McIntosh County ..............................30,400
Lake Audubon, McLean County ...................... 168,600
Lake Brekken, McLean County ...........................30,000
Brush Lake, McLean County ................................30,000
Brush Lake, McLean County (fry) ...................100,000
Crooked Lake, McLean County v..................... 100,800
Crooked Lake, McLean County (fry) ............600,000
Lake Holmes, McLean County ........................... 52,200
Painted Woods Creek, McLean County .......... 9,900
Scooby Lake, McLean County .............................56,700
Scooby Lake, McLean County (fry) ...............300,000
Danzig Dam, Morton County (fry) ..................200,000
Sweet Briar Lake, Morton County ..................... 19,800
Clearwater Lake, Mountrail County .................. 18,000
White Earth Dam, Mountrail County ................26,100
Stump Lake, Nelson County ..............................380,600
Devils Lake...................................................................... 297,700
Lake Sakakawea ......................................................1,013,000
Renwick Dam, Pembina County .........................20,400
Ruger Park Pond, Ramsey County (adult) ............ 38
Lake Darling, Renville County ........................... 301,800
Elm Lake, Richland County ....................................40,000
Lake Elsie, Richland County .................................. 12,308
Four Corners Lake, Richland County ..............20,800
Grass Lake, Richland County .............................. 52,450
Gullys Slough, Richland County .........................40,000
Haus Lake, Richland County .................................. 5,500
Horseshoe Lake, Richland County .......................6,142
Lueck Lake, Richland County ...............................24,300
Reiland Lake, Richland County ............................. 9,900
Shriner Lake, Richland County ............................ 14,400
Vislisel Lake, Richland County ............................... 5,500
Wahl Lake, Richland County ...................................12,100
West Moran Lake, Richland County ................25,200
Belcourt Lake, Rolette County ............................ 35,000

Carpenter Lake, Rolette County ........................ 63,050
Dion Lake, Rolette County ....................................... 8,800
Gordon Lake, Rolette County ................................13,000
Gravel Lake, Rolette County .................................. 13,600
Jarvis Lake, Rolette County .................................... 18,000
Martin Lake, Rolette County ................................. 14,000
Upsilon Lake, Rolette County ...............................26,400
Alkali Lake, Sargent County ..................................20,000
Buffalo Lake, Sargent County................................40,000
Buffalo Lake, Sargent County (fry) .................200,000
Consolidated Lake, Sargent County ................25,300
Deuce Lake, Sargent County ....................................7,700
Ole Breum Lake, Sargent County ..................... 34,800
Silver Lake, Sargent County .................................. 14,400
Sprague Lake, Sargent County ...........................24,000
Lake Tewaukon, Sargent County .....................152,000
Lake Walstead, Sargent County ........................... 5,500
Hinsz Lake, Sheridan County .............................. 50,850
Stober Lake, Sheridan County .............................50,400
Froelich Dam, Sioux County ...................................15,400
Cedar Lake, Slope County ......................................33,000
Cedar Lake, Slope County (fry) ........................200,000
Dickinson Reservoir, Stark County .................100,000
North Golden Lake, Steele County .................. 35,200
North Tobiason Lake, Steele County ................. 5,000
South Golden Lake, Steele County ..................30,000
Barnes Lake, Stutsman County ..........................36,750
Cleveland Slough, Stutsman County .............. 35,000
Crystal Springs, Stutsman County ....................... 1,208
Foot Lake, Stutsman County ................................25,000
Hoggarth Dam, Stutsman County ....................20,000
Jamestown Reservoir, Stutsman County .....110,000
Jay Nelson Lake, Stutsman County ..................75,400
Pipestem Reservoir, Stutsman County ........126,400
R and M Lake, Stutsman County ....................... 16,000
Reule Lake, Stutsman County ............................137,450
Reule Lake, Stutsman County (fry) ............1,800,000
Spiritwood Lake, Stutsman County (adult) .......... 25
Spiritwood Lake, Stutsman County .................. 51,200
Stink Lake, Stutsman County ...............................50,000
Stirton Lake, Stutsman County ...........................40,000
Streeter Lake, Stutsman County (fry) ...........100,000
Trautman Slough, Stutsman County ................75,050
Wanzek Slough, Stutsman County ....................15,000
Armourdale Dam, Towner County ....................... 9,600
Bisbee Dam-Big Coulee, Towner County .... 33,800
Bylin Dam, Walsh County ..........................................9,000
Matejcek Dam, Walsh County.............................  20,800
Hiddenwood Lake, Ward County ....................... 19,200
Rice Lake, Ward County ......................................... 30,600
Goose Lake, Wells County ......................................51,000
Silver Lake WMA, Wells County ........................ 42,000
Sykeston Dam, Wells County ................................. 9,900
Blacktail Dam, Williams County ............................21,150
Cottonwood Lake, Williams County (fry) .....300,000
Epping-Springbrook Dam, Williams County ....19,800
Kota-Ray Dam, Williams County .......................... 5,400
McGregor Dam, Williams County ........................ 6,300
McLeod (Ray) Reservoir, Williams County .....9,000

WHITE BASS
Lake Ashtabula, Barnes County (adult) ................... 91
Ruger Park Pond, Ramsey County (adult) ...............8

YELLOW PERCH
Lake Ashtabula, Barnes County (adult) .............12,111
Blumers Pond, Barnes County (adult) ............... 1,468

Clauson Lake, Barnes County (adult) ............... 2,830
Hatchery Kids Pond, Barnes County (adult) ......1,410
Kalina Dam, Bowman County (adult) .................3,100
Spring Lake, Bowman County (adult) ............... 4,650
Casselton Reservoir, Cass County (adult) ..... 2,448
South Woodhaven Pond, Cass 
County (adult) ................................................................... 2,448
Pheasant Lake, Dickey County (adult) ................7,150
TAD Lake, Dickey County (adult) .......................... 7,228
Wilson Dam, Dickey County (adult) ....................2,720
Goose Lake, Emmons County (adult) ............... 8,808
Blickensderfer Dam, Hettinger 
County (adult) .....................................................................3,100
Larson Lake, Hettinger County (adult) ............ 6,804
Lake Geneva, Kidder County (adult) .................51,013
Leno Lake, Kidder County (adult) ....................... 6,820
Rafferty Lake, Kidder County (adult) ...................7,750
Alfred Lake, LaMoure County (adult) ................ 2,830
Flood Lake South, LaMoure County (adult) .... 4,528
Schlenker Dam (Lehr Dam), LaMoure 
County (adult) .....................................................................1,870
Erickson Lake, Logan County (adult) ...............10,276
Clear Lake, McIntosh County (adult) ................ 5,505
Watford City Park Pond, McKenzie 
County (adult) ........................................................................704
Crooked Lake, McLean County (adult) ............ 6,353
Danzig Dam, Morton County (adult) ................. 6,200
Krieg’s Pond, Morton County (adult) .................. 1,550
Clearwater Lake, Mountrail County (adult) ..... 1,770
Ruger Park Pond, Ramsey County (adult) ...... 7,030
Lone Tree Lake (Englevale), Ransom 
County (adult) ................................................................... 3,400
Bisek Slough, Richland County (adult) ............ 4,636
Lake Elsie, Richland County (adult) .......................... 95
Shriner Lake, Richland County (adult) .....................74
Bergh Slough, Sargent County (adult) ............. 3,500
Deuce Lake, Sargent County (adult) ..................5,324
Fiala Lake, Sargent County (adult) .......................2,100
Nelson Lake, Sargent County (adult) .......................50
Ole Breum Lake, Sargent County (adult) ............ 190
Miller Lake, Sheridan County (adult) .................. 3,767
Cedar Lake, Slope County (adult) ....................... 6,200
Belfield Pond, Stark County (adult) ..................... 1,860
North Golden Lake, Steele County (adult) ...... 9,175
Barnes Lake, Stutsman County (adult) ...........10,498
Big Mallard Marsh, Stutsman County (adult) ..5,298
Cysewski Lake, Stutsman County (adult) ...... 3,800
Gaier Lake, Stutsman County (adult) ..................2,160
Ghost Lake, Stutsman County (adult) .............. 4,386
Jamestown Reservoir, Stutsman 
County (adult) ................................................................... 8,800
Little Britches Pond, Stutsman 
County (adult) ....................................................................... 888
Paris Lake, Stutsman County (adult) ..................8,670
Pleasant Lake, Stutsman County (adult) ........ 4,386
Sunday Lake, Stutsman County (adult) ........... 5,200
Wanzek Slough, Stutsman County (adult) ......4,245
Zimmerman Lake, Stutsman County (adult) ......2,160
Goose Lake, Wells County (adult) ....................... 8,330
Harvey Dam, Wells County (adult) .......................9,120
Cottonwood Lake, Williams County (adult) .... 3,640
McLeod (Ray) Reservoir, Williams 
County (adult)......................................................................1,420
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DEVILS LAKE BASIN BOATING ACCESS

DEVILS LAKE BASIN
BOATING ACCESS

Following is a list of boating access sites in 
the Devils Lake Basin (Lake Irvine, Devils 
Lake, and Stump Lake). All sites have a 
boat ramp, courtesy dock and restrooms 
unless otherwise noted. Depending on run 
off and lake levels, some ramps may be 
marginal or become unusable. For updated 
information, visit the North Dakota Game 
and Fish Department’s website (gf.nd.gov) 
or contact the appropriate managing au-
thority at the end of each listing.

MINNEWAUKAN DUMPGROUND – 1.5 
miles south of Minnewaukan on old U.S. 
Highway 281. Gravel access road – Min-
newaukan Community Club.

ROUND LAKE BAY – 3 miles south of 
Minnewaukan on U.S. Highway 281. Paved 
access road, trash receptacles – Min-
newaukan Community Club.

GRAHAMS ISLAND STATE PARK – 10 
miles west of Devils Lake on ND Highway 
19, then 6 miles south. Paved access road, 
fish cleaning facility, developed and primi-
tive camping, security lights, picnic shelter, 
trash receptacles, concession, lodging, ac-
cess fee, RV dump station – North Dakota 
Parks and Recreation.

SCHWAB LANDING – 7 miles west of 
Devils Lake on ND Highway 19. Paved ac-
cess road, fish cleaning facility, developed 
and primitive camping, security lights, pic-
nic shelter, trash receptacles, concession, 
RV dump station – North Dakota Game 
and Fish Department.

CREEL BAY – 3 miles south of Devils Lake 
on ND Highway 20, then 2 miles west and 
.25 miles north. Paved access road, fish 
cleaning facility, developed and primitive 
camping, security lights, picnic shelter, 
trash receptacles – Ramsey County Park 
Board.

HENEGAR LANDING – 1 mile west of 
Devils Lake on ND Highway 19, then .75 
miles south. Paved access road, fish clean-
ing facility, security lights, trash receptacles 
– Ramsey County Park Board.

SPIRIT LAKE CASINO – 6 miles south of 
Devils Lake on ND Highway 20/57. Paved 
access road, fish cleaning facility, devel-
oped and primitive camping, security lights, 
trash receptacles, concession, lodging, 
boat rental, RV dump station – Spirit Lake 
Casino.

EAST BAY – 3 miles south of Devils Lake 
on ND Highway 20. Paved access road, 
security lights, trash receptacles – North 
Dakota Game and Fish Department.

ESTENSON LANDING – 15 miles south 
of Devils Lake on ND Highway 20. Paved 
access road, trash receptacles – North 
Dakota Game and Fish Department.

BLACK TIGER BAY – 16.5 miles south of 
Devils Lake on ND Highway 20, then 4 
miles north northeast. Gravel access road, 
no restrooms – North Dakota Parks and 
Recreation.

TOLNA LANDING (STUMP LAKE) – 3 
miles north of Tolna. Gravel access road, 
fish cleaning facility, security lights, picnic 
shelter, trash receptacles – Tolna Commu-
nity Club.

STUMP LAKE PARK – 11 miles south, 1 
mile west of Lakota. Paved access road, 
fish cleaning facility, developed and primi-
tive camping, security lights, picnic shelter, 
trash receptacles, concession, lodging, RV 
dump station – Nelson County Park Board.
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Following is a list of boating access sites on the Missouri River System in North Dakota. All sites have a boat ramp, 
courtesy dock and restrooms unless otherwise noted. For updated information, visit the North Dakota Game and Fish 
Department’s website (gf.nd.gov) or contact the appropriate managing authority at the end of each listing.

1 SUNDHEIM PARK – 2 miles west of Cartwright on ND 
Highway 200, on west side of Yellowstone River and 

south side of ND Highway 200. Paved access road, no over-
night camping allowed, no courtesy docks, security lights, 
picnic shelter, trash receptacles – Yellowstone Township.

2 CONFLUENCE AREA – 1.5 miles south of Buford on 
ND Highway 1804. Paved access road, developed and 

primitive camping, security lights, picnic shelter, trash recep-
tacles – Williams County WRD.

3 LEWIS AND CLARK BRIDGE – 4 miles west of Wil-
liston on U.S. Highway 2, 3 miles south on U.S Highway 

85, on south side of Missouri River, and east side of U.S. 
Highway 85. Paved access road, security lights, picnic shelter 
– Williams County WRD.

4 LEWIS AND CLARK STATE PARK – 16 miles east of 
Williston on ND Highway 1804, then 3 miles south. 

Paved access road, fish cleaning facility, developed and 
primitive camping, security lights, picnic shelter, trash recep-
tacles, concession, lodging, access fee, RV dump station – 
North Dakota Parks and Recreation.

5 WHITETAIL BAY (LUND’S LANDING) – 22 miles east 
of Williston on ND Highway 1804. Paved access road, 

fish cleaning facility, developed camping, security lights, 
picnic shelter, trash receptacles, concession, lodging, boat 
rental – Williams County WRD.

6 TOBACCO GARDEN CREEK BAY – 2 miles east of 
Watford City on ND Highway 23, then 25 miles north 

and east on ND Highway 1806. Paved access road, fish 
cleaning facility, developed and primitive camping, security 
lights, picnic shelter, trash receptacles, concession, lodging, 
RV dump station – McKenzie County Park Board.

7 LITTLE BEAVER BAY – 32 miles northwest of New 
Town on ND Highway 1804, then 3 miles south. Gravel 

access road, fish cleaning facility, developed and primitive 
camping, security lights, picnic shelter, trash receptacles – 
Williams County WRD.

8 WHITE EARTH BAY – 28 miles northwest of New 
Town on ND Highway 1804, then 2 miles south, 1 mile 

east, 3 miles south, 3 miles east. Gravel access road, fish 
cleaning facility, developed and primitive camping, security 
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lights, picnic shelter, trash receptacles, concession, RV dump 
station – Mountrail County Park Board.

9 SANISH BAY (AFTEM) – 1 mile north, 2 miles west of 
New Town. Gravel access road, no restrooms – New 

Town Park Board/Aftem Development.

10. NEW TOWN MARINA – 2 miles west of New Town 
on ND Highway 23. Paved access road, fish cleaning 

facility, developed and primitive camping, security lights, pic-
nic shelter, trash receptacles, concession, RV dump station 
– New Town Marina Association.

11FOUR BEARS – 4 miles west of New Town on ND 
Highway 23. Paved access road, fish cleaning facility, 

developed and primitive camping, security lights, picnic shel-
ter, trash receptacles, concession, lodging, RV dump station 
– Three Affiliated Tribes.

12POUCH POINT – 7 miles south, 2 miles east, 2 miles 
south, 1 mile east, 3 miles south of New Town. Paved 

access road, security lights, picnic shelter, trash receptacles, 
concession – Three Affiliated Tribes.

13 LITTLEFIELD BAY – 5 miles south, 2 miles east of 
New Town. Gravel access road, no restrooms, no cour-

tesy docks – North Dakota Game and Fish Department.

14VAN HOOK – 5 miles east of New Town on ND High-
way 23, then 2 miles south. Paved access road, fish 

cleaning facility, developed and primitive camping, security 
lights, picnic shelter, trash receptacles, concession, RV dump 
station – Mountrail County Park Board.

15PARSHALL BAY – 3 miles west, 1 mile south, 3 miles 
west, 1 mile south, 2 miles west of Parshall. Paved 

access road, fish cleaning facility, developed and primitive 
camping, security lights, picnic shelter, trash receptacles, 
concession, boat rental, RV dump station – Mountrail County 
Park Board.

16SKUNK BAY – 14 miles northeast of Mandaree. Gravel 
access road, developed and primitive camping, con-

cession, lodging – Three Affiliated Tribes/Roads Maker, Inc.

17 DEEP WATER CREEK BAY – 14 miles south of Par-
shall on ND Highway 37, then either 1 mile south to 

the corps ramp (no camping) or 2.5 miles west and .5 miles 
south to the county ramp (primitive camping). Gravel access 
road – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers/McLean County Park 
Board.

18HALE MARINA – 18 miles southeast of Mandaree. 
Gravel access road, no restrooms, no courtesy docks – 

Three Affiliated Tribes.

19 MCKENZIE BAY – 22 miles southeast of Mandaree. 
Paved access road, fish cleaning facility, developed 

and primitive camping, security lights, picnic shelter, trash 
receptacles, concession, lodging, RV dump station – Watford 
City Park Board.

20LITTLE MISSOURI BAY – 16 miles northeast of 
Dunn Center. Paved access road, fish cleaning facil-

ity, security lights – Dunn County Park Board.

21CHARGING EAGLE BAY – 12 miles north of Halliday 
on ND Highway 8, then 10 miles west on BIA No. 22. 

Gravel access road, no restrooms, fish cleaning facility, primi-
tive camping, trash receptacles – Three Affiliated Tribes.

22INDIAN HILLS RESORT – 11 miles west of White 
Shield on ND Highway 1804, then 3 miles south. 

Gravel access road, fish cleaning facility, developed and 
primitive camping, security lights, picnic shelter, trash recep-
tacles, concession, lodging, boat rental, RV dump station – 
North Dakota Parks and Recreation/Three Affiliated Tribes.

23BEAVER CREEK BAY – 12 miles north of Zap. Paved 
access road, primitive camping, picnic shelter, trash 

receptacles – Zap City Park Board.

24DAKOTA WATERS RESORT – 15 miles north of 
Beulah. Paved access road, fish cleaning facility, de-

veloped and primitive camping, security lights, picnic shelter, 
trash receptacles, concession, lodging, boat rental, RV dump 
station – Dakota Waters Resort.

25BEULAH BAY – 17 miles north of Beulah. Paved ac-
cess road, fish cleaning facility, developed and primi-

tive camping, security lights, picnic shelter, trash receptacles, 
lodging, RV dump station – Beulah City Park Board.

26DOUGLAS CREEK BAY – 11 miles west of Garrison 
on ND Highway 37, 5 miles south, 5 miles east to 

corps ramp or 11 miles west of Garrison on ND Highway 37, 2 
miles south, 1 mile east, 1 mile south to county ramp. Gravel 
access road, primitive camping, trash receptacles – U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers/McLean County Park Board.

27CAMP OF THE CROSS – 4 miles west, 1.5 miles 
south, 1 mile west, 1 mile south, 1 mile west, .5 miles 

south of Garrison. Gravel access road, no restrooms – Camp 
of the Cross.

28HAZEN BAY – 14 miles north of Hazen. Paved access 
road, fish cleaning facility, developed and primitive 

camping, security lights, picnic shelter, trash receptacles, 
concession, lodging, RV dump station – Hazen City Park 
Board.

29LAKE SAKAKAWEA STATE PARK – Just east and 
north of Pick City. Paved access road, fish cleaning 

facility, developed and primitive camping, security lights, 
picnic shelter, trash receptacles, concession, lodging, boat 
rental, access fee, RV dump station – North Dakota Parks 
and Recreation.

30 GARRISON CREEK – 2 miles west of Garrison on 
ND Highway 37, 3 miles south, 1 mile east. Gravel ac-

cess road, no restrooms – Garrison Cabin Association.
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31 FORT STEVENSON STATE PARK – 3 miles south of 
Garrison. Paved access road, fish cleaning facility, de-

veloped and primitive camping, security lights, picnic shelter, 
trash receptacles, concession, lodging, boat rental, access 
fee, RV dump station – North Dakota Parks and Recreation.

32STEINKE BAY – 3 miles west of the junction of ND 
Highway 37 and U.S. Highway 83, then 2 miles south. 

Gravel access road, primitive camping – North Dakota Game 
and Fish Department.

33SPORTSMENS CENTENNIAL PARK – 1 mile west 
of the junction of ND Highway 37 and U.S. Highway 

83, then 2 miles south, 1 mile west. Gravel access road, fish 
cleaning facility, developed and primitive camping, security 
lights, picnic shelter, trash receptacles, concession – McLean 
County Park Board.

34WEST TOTTEN TRAIL – 7 miles north of Coleharbor 
on U.S. Highway 83, then .5 miles west, or 2 miles 

south of the junction of U.S. Highway 83 and ND Highway 
37, then .5 miles west. Gravel access road – McLean County 
Park Board.

35WOLF CREEK – 1 mile east of Riverdale on ND High-
way 200, then 2 miles north, 1 mile east, 1 mile north, 

.5 miles east. Gravel access road, fish cleaning facility, primi-
tive camping, security lights, picnic shelter, trash receptacles, 
RV dump station – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

36GOVERNMENT BAY – Just north of Riverdale. Paved 
access road, fish cleaning facility, developed and 

primitive camping, security lights, trash receptacles – U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers.

37GARRISON DAM TAILRACE – Directly below Gar-
rison Dam. Paved access road, fish cleaning facility, 

developed camping, security lights, trash receptacles – U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers.

38UPA SITE (STANTON) – Just west of UPA Power 
Plant on ND Highway 200A near Stanton. Paved ac-

cess road, security lights, trash receptacles – City of Stanton.

39WASHBURN – On east side of the Missouri River 
near Washburn, north of ND Highway 200A bridge. 

Paved access road, fish cleaning facility, primitive camping, 
security lights, trash receptacles, RV dump station – Wash-
burn City Park Board.
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40SANGER (CROSS RANCH) – Just east of Sanger 
townsite on west side of Missouri River. Gravel access 

road, primitive camping, picnic shelter, trash receptacles – 
North Dakota Parks and Recreation.

41STECKEL BOAT LANDING (WILTON) – 22 miles 
north of Bismarck on ND Highway 1804, or 5.5 miles 

west, 1 mile south, and 1.5 miles west of junction of U.S. High-
way 83 and ND Highway 36. Paved access road, primitive 
camping, picnic shelter, trash receptacles – Burleigh County 
Park Board.

42HOGE LANDING – On east side of the Missouri River 
near Bismarck, 6.4 miles north of I-94 bridge on River 

Road, then .7 miles west and 1.5 miles south/southwest. Grav-
el access road, picnic shelter, trash receptacles – Bismarck 
Parks and Recreation.

43KNIEFEL (MISTY WATERS) LANDING – On east 
side of the Missouri River near Bismarck, 3 miles 

north of I-94 bridge on River Road, then 1 mile west. Paved 
access road, fish cleaning facility, security lights, picnic 
shelter, trash receptacles, concession – Burleigh County Park 
Board.

44GRANT MARSH BRIDGE – On east side of the 
Missouri River near Bismarck, south side of the I-94 

bridge on River Road. Paved access road, security lights, 
trash receptacles – Bismarck Parks and Recreation.

45FOX ISLAND PARK – From Washington Street, .75 
miles west on Riverwood Drive (1 block south of 

Expressway), 1.5 miles south and .5 miles west. Paved access 
road, fish cleaning facility, security lights, trash receptacles – 
Bismarck Parks and Recreation.

46LITTLE HEART BOTTOMS (SCHMIDT) – 11 miles 
south of Mandan on ND Highway 1806, then 1 mile 

north. Paved access road, trash receptacles – Morton County 
Park Board.

47KIMBALL BOTTOMS (DESERT) – 8 miles south of 
Bismarck on ND Highway 1804, then 2 miles south. 

Paved access road, primitive camping, picnic shelter, trash 
receptacles – Burleigh County Park Board.

48GRANER BOTTOMS (SUGAR LOAF) – 19 miles 
south of Mandan on ND Highway 1806, then 1 mile 

east, or about 3 miles north of Huff. Paved access road, fish 
cleaning facility, developed and primitive camping, security 
lights, picnic shelter, trash receptacles, RV dump station – 
Morton County Park Board.

49 MACLEAN BOTTOMS (GUN RANGE) – 14 miles 
south of Bismarck on ND Highway 1804, then 2 miles 

south. Paved access road, picnic shelter, trash receptacles – 
Burleigh County Park Board.

50HAZELTON – 31 miles southeast of Bismarck on ND 
Highway 1804 or 13 miles west and 2 miles north of 

Hazelton. Paved access road, developed and primitive camp-
ing, security lights, picnic shelter, trash receptacles – U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers.

51FORT RICE – 28 miles south of Mandan on ND 
Highway 1806, then .5 miles east. Paved access road, 

fish cleaning facility, primitive camping, security lights, picnic 
shelter, trash receptacles – Morton County Park Board.

52PRAIRIE KNIGHTS MARINA – 10 miles south of the 
Cannonball River on ND Highway 1806, then 3.5 miles 

east. Gravel access road, fish cleaning facility, developed and 
primitive camping, security lights, picnic shelter, trash recep-
tacles, lodging, RV dump station – Prairie Knights Casino.

53BEAVER BAY – 13 miles west of Linton on ND 
Highway 13, then 2 miles south on ND Highway 1804. 

Paved access road, fish cleaning facility, developed and prim-
itive camping, security lights, picnic shelter, trash receptacles, 
concession, RV dump station – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

54JENNERVILLE (RIVERY) – 13 miles west of Linton 
on ND Highway 13, then 6.5 miles south on ND High-

way 1804, and 3.5 miles west at Rivery turnoff. Gravel access 
road, no restrooms, no courtesy docks – U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers.

55CATTAIL BAY (WINONA) – 10 miles west of Stras-
burg, 1 mile south, 7 miles west, 1 mile north on ND 

Highway 1804, 2 miles west, 2 miles south, 1 mile west. Gravel 
access road, primitive camping, trash receptacles, concession 
– U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

56FORT YATES – North edge of Fort Yates. Paved 
access road, primitive camping, picnic shelter, trash 

receptacles – Standing Rock Sioux Tribe.

57LANGELIERS BAY – 10 miles west of Strasburg, 1 mile 
south, 7 miles west, 11 miles south on ND Highway 

1804, and .75 miles west. Paved access road, fish cleaning 
facility, primitive camping, security lights, trash receptacles – 
Emmons County Park Board.
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Walleye – 14 pounds, 5 ounces, Missouri River; 12-6, 
Lake Sakakawea; 11-12, Missouri River; 11-10, Missouri 
River; 11-9, Missouri River.

Northern Pike – 30-0, Lake Sakakawea; 23-5, Lake 
Sakakawea; 21-6, Lake Sakakawea; 21-3, Devils Lake; 21-1, 
Lake Sakakawea.

Yellow Perch – 2-5, Devils Lake; 2-3, Big Mallard 
Marsh; 2-0, Devils Lake; 1-15, Alkaline Lake; 1-14, Buffalo 
Lodge Lake. 

Smallmouth Bass – 6-8, New Johns Lake; 6-4, New 
Johns Lake; 4-8, Loon Lake; 4-4, Missouri River; 4-4, Loon 
Lake. 

Largemouth Bass – 6-2, Davis Dam.

White Bass – 3-14, Devils Lake; 3-12, Devils Lake; 3-11, 
Devils Lake; 3-5, Irvine Alice Mikes Complex; 3-4, Devils 
Lake. 

Rainbow Trout – 12-4, Missouri River; 8-2, Missouri 
River; 6-1, Missouri River.

Crappie – 2-11, Trenton Lake; 1-15, Jamestown Reservoir; 
1-10, Heart Butte Reservoir.

Channel Catfish – 13-13, Lake Sakakawea; 13-6, Red 
River.

Black Bullhead – 2-14, Pipestem Reservoir; 2-13, Pipe-
stem Reservoir; 2-10, Pipestem Reservoir; 2-8, Pipestem 
Reservoir; 2-6, Lake Darling.

Buffalo – 38-7, Heart River.

Burbot – 19-8, Missouri River. 

Common Carp – 30-6, Missouri River; 17-13, Cedar 
Lake; 17-9, Cedar Lake; 17-9, Cedar Lake.

Paddlefish – 124-0, Missouri River; 104-3, Missouri 
River; 102-5, Missouri River; 101-6, Missouri River; 99-3, 
Missouri River.
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By Ron WilsonBACKCAST
This is not a fishing story.

To keep with the theme of this issue of North 
Dakota OUTDOORS, I’m guessing I could find 

some walleye fillets in the upright freezer pushed against 
the south wall of this three-stall garage I’m standing in. 
Knowing the garage’s owner, it wouldn’t take long either 
because the fillets would be neatly stacked, likely stored in 
a manner that makes sense to him. Alphabetical, maybe, 
beginning with deer on the top shelf and walleye on the 
bottom.

Considering our undertaking, turning nine big game 
animals into ring sausage, burger, breakfast sausage, 
bacon and whatever else, the garage, like the freezer, is the 
picture of order.

While I wandered around earlier looking for a second 
time where I put my wooden-handled knife, everything 
has its place. The two commercial model vacuum sealers 
are over there, within a step or two of the snacks, which is 
handy because I particularly like watching these machines 
do their thing; the meat slicer, which I hesitate to operate 
because I like the number of fingers I currently have, is on 
a white foldup table just steps away; and the grinder and 
stuffer, the workhorses of the operation, are near the back-
door of the garage.

It’s the first full week of March, which means we’re 
roughly four months removed from the opener of North 
Dakota’s deer gun season, but that’s not to say all the 
animals were taken then. If I’m keeping the stories correct, 
three of the whitetails were taken in January with bows and 
the lone pronghorn was shot in October.

Doesn’t matter, really. What does is that after finding a 
weekend that worked for all of us, we’re finally turning what 
bloodied our hands in the first place into what will help fill 
our freezers.

I say “finally” because we’ve gathered later than typical 
this year, which is an issue only because I look so forward 
to this reunion, and I was tired of waiting. While there will 
always be something special about the opening weekend 

of the deer gun season, putting this final stamp on the hunt 
in this garage ranks up there.

I know what we’re doing isn’t uncommon in many hunt-
ing circles in North Dakota. For all I know, the jalapeno-
cheddar ring sausage aroma drifting from the outdoor 
smoker is reaching hunters in this rural Burleigh County 
neighborhood who do the same.

The beauty of our operation is that it’s so well organized 
and operates without a hitch. (I say “our” very loosely 
because I have little to do with, well, just about everything, 
other than showing up on time and lending a hand where 
a hand is needed.) For example, if there is any question 
about who is making what, how many pounds and the ratio 
of pork to venison, the answers are found on a spreadsheet 
taped to the freezer door. While I must bend at the waist 
and squint as if I’m reading a menu in a dark restaurant to 
get a good look, everything I need to know about the day’s 
lineup is all there in black and white.

The spreadsheet is a nice touch and I wonder if a new 
one is displayed every year, but this is the first time I’ve 
noticed it. The last thing I want to do is ask because I’ll 
certainly hear about it, get ribbed for the obvious, as these 
fellas are equally as talented at dishing it out as they are at 
processing hundreds of pounds of venison.  

While it’s all in good fun, and certainly helps to make 
this gathering what it is, it’s best not to be the bull’s-eye.

In that spirit, they’re giving me static about finally getting 
their due out loud and in print if I happen to write about 
all of this. Their beef is that I typically only name my kids – 
Nathan, Lauren and Jack – in my columns and simply refer 
to them as friends, buddies, acquaintances.

I smile and tell them, not out loud but in my head, that 
the only bending I’ll be doing is when I need to read the 
spreadsheet.

They’re good guys. All three of them. They’ll understand.

RON WILSON is editor of North Dakota OUTDOORS.
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Considering the mild winter, spring 
spawning for northern pike on 
Lake Oahe is expected to get 
rolling sooner rather than later. Last 
spring, Game and Fish Department 
fisheries biologists took the first 
pike eggs on April 21 in Cattail Bay. 
The latest start on record for this 
annual spring spawning effort is 
April 26. 
PHOTO BY ASHLEY PETERSON.


