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North Dakota SWG Final Report 
July 1, 2007- June 30, 2013 

 
 
State Agency:  North Dakota Game and Fish Department 
 
Project Title: Implementation of North Dakota’s Wildlife Action Plan through the North 
Dakota Game and Fish Department’s (Department) Private Lands Initiative. 
 
Activity Period: July 1, 2007 – June 30, 2013. 
 
Location: Nine primary landscapes components and twenty-one focus areas identified as 
key habitats or community types essential to species of conservation priority. 
 
Objectives:  
  

1. Conserve and enhance key habitats identified in North Dakota’s Wildlife Action 
Plan on private land through the Department’s Private Lands Initiative program.  

2. Partner with the North Dakota Game and Fish Department’s Private Lands 
Initiative program to develop criteria and identify programs to benefit species of 
conservation priority.  

Final Outcomes 
Since inception, Department private land biologists worked with private landowners 
across the state within 18 counties and nine SWG primary focus areas to develop 80 
agreements totaling 13,162.5 acres using funds from this grant. (Fig. 1)  Projects 
completed through those agreements include: short term and long term habitat protection, 
haying and grazing management, prescribed burning, rotational haying, protection of 
expired CRP, and grass establishment.  
 
48 agreements included haying and grazing management of CRP contracts, as well as 
providing public access for the term of the CRP contract. 22 agreements include 
protection of existing habitat (native or tame grass), and establishing new grass. 9 
agreements were written for long term protection and management (prescribed burning, 
prescribed grazing etc…) of grassland habitats and one agreement was written for 
forested land protection and management.  
 
The Department has a monitoring process in place consisting of GPS photo points, 
rangeland inventory, historical imagery, land use, bird point counts and others. We will 
continue to monitor the effectiveness of the treatments and management practices utilized 
through this grant. A monitoring example is included at the end of this report. (Fig. 2) 
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Figure 1. Locations of agreements and projects funded through SWG.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Figure 2. Example of monitoring efforts.  

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 


